
CCS Nutrition program to take 
financial hit, keep serving

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

Starting on March 17, four 
days after Gov. Roy Cooper 
closed all of  North Carolina’s 
public schools for two weeks, 
Chatham County Schools 
Nutrition Services personnel 
began distributing food and 
meals to anyone and everyone 
who came to designated food 
distribution drop-off spots 
around the county.

Through May 22, the district 
served more than 261,000 meals 
— nearly 4,000 meals a day if  
you include weekends. And 
it will come at a cost. While 
that total cost isn’t yet known, 
school nutrition staff will keep 
on serving, right through the 
summer.

“Food is a need, not a want,” 
said Jennifer Özkurt, the direc-
tor of  school nutrition ser-
vices for CCS. “When schools 

Chatham’s varied trails, 
walking paths can offer 

COVID-19 reprieve
BY ZACHARY HORNER

News + Record Staff

Some are short, some are 
long. Some are gravel, some are 
dirt, some are paved. Some are 
loops, some are not.

The walking tracks and trails 
of  Chatham County’s munici-
pal parks departments provide 
a variety of  options for walkers, 
runners and bikers, and right 
now, they’re being used a lot.

“(They’re) being used daily if  
not hourly,” said Jack Clelland, 
the parks and recreation direc-
tor for the Town of  Siler City. 
“It’s a great way for families to 
get out of  the house and stay 
active. Our use is going up 
heavily on them. They were 
always heavily used, but now 
moreso.”

When Gov. Roy Cooper 
signed Executive Order No. 121 
on March 27, instituting a stay 
at home order and restricting 

travel, residents were allowed 
to travel to walk, hike, run 
and bike. Public playgrounds 
were closed, and gatherings 
were limited to no more than 
10 people, but the trails and gre-
enways stayed open. An FAQ 
document connected to the or-
der stated that people were “en-
couraged to maintain healthy 
lifestyles, including outdoor 
recreational activity, such as 
walking pets and jogging.”

People in Chatham took that 
to heart.

Tracy Burnett, the director 
of  the Chatham County Parks 
& Recreation Department, 
said trails and greenways 
were allowed to remain open 
during the pandemic “because 
they benefit the community in 
numerous ways.” She listed a 
variety of  benefits: improved 
physical and mental health, 
“environmental steward-
ship,” reduction in injuries by 

keeping people away from busy 
streets and community inter-
action.

In addition, she said, parks 
boost Chatham County’s econo-
my through tourism, events 
and consumer spending at local 
businesses.

“Hopefully during this 
pandemic, residents have 
continued to visit the parks 
and walked the trails,” Burnett 
said, “and by doing so, got some 
fresh air and vitamin D, stayed 
active, and safely connected 
with residents by practicing 
social distancing of  staying at 
least six feet apart while on the 
trails.”

Chatham County residents 
have plenty of  options in their 
own backyards, as municipal-
ly-operated walking trails are 
available in Bear Creek, Mon-
cure, Siler City, Chapel Hill 
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Community 
mourns death of 
Siler City leader
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City 
Commissioner and Mayor 

Pro-Tem Larry 
Cheek passed 
away last Tues-
day at the SECU 
Jim & Betsy 
Bryan Hospice 
Home of  UNC 
Healthcare in 
Pittsboro, just 
shy of  his 72nd 

birthday. 
Cheek fell ill several weeks 

ago and spent time at UNC 
Hospitals in Chapel Hill before 
his transfer to the hospice 
center. He represented District 
2 in Siler City for 17 years and 
was re-elected to office last 
November. 

Siler City Mayor John 
Grimes said that Cheek was 

“such a valuable asset to this 
community” and “one of  my 
dearest friends in Siler City.”

“He was so instrumental in 
fostering good relations be-
tween different ethnic groups 
in our community,” Grimes 
said. “He held it together.”

A Chatham County native, 
Cheek attend N.C. A& T State 
University in Greensboro and 
the N.C. School of  Automa-
tion. He worked with Western 
Electric in Burlington before 
working with CP&L, working 
through its transition to Prog-
ress Energy and then to Duke 
Energy before retiring in 2010.

He was an active member 
and served many leadership 
positions at Corinth AME Zion 
Church in Siler City and also a 
member of  the Masons-Light 
of  the World #711. 

LARRY CHEEK | 1948-2020

Cheek

See CHEEK, page A6

Early ‘eccentric interest’ 
leads to Grammy for 
folklorist Bill Ferris

BY RANDALL RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — When Bill 
Ferris, now 78, was a kid in 
Mississippi, he was immersed 
in the culture brimming 
around him, and decided — at 
the age of  12 — to begin docu-
menting it.

There was music. A lot of  
it — church hymns and the 
blues. And there were stories.

And there were the people, 
many of  them black, who cre-
ated the music and passed the 
stories along.

The region was rich in this 
uniquely Southern culture. 

But few were stopping, as 
they say, to smell the roses.

Certainly, few were making 
recordings of  those songs the 
people were writing and sing-
ing and passing along. Few 
were transcribing the lyrics of  
hymns which, left unrecorded, 
would die with the people who 
sang them.

When Ferris, on the brink of  
his teen years, first picked up a 
camera to begin documenting 
the culture around him, there 
wasn’t then, as there is now 
in Mississippi, the Center for 
Southern Folklore, or the Cen-
ter for the Study of  Southern 
Culture, in Chapel Hill.

Those places — dedicated, 
as their names say, to the 
study and preservation of  
Southern culture — would 
come later. And largely thanks 
to Ferris and his work.

A ‘very robust field’

Fledgling Southern folk-
lorists today can find college 
courses they seek — through 
a wide range of  disciplinary 
perspectives from music to 
politics — on campuses includ-
ing the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, the 
University of  South Carolina, 
the University of  Mississippi.

“It’s a field that is very ro-

bust,” said Ferris, the now-re-
tired UNC history professor, 

who lives with 
his wife Mar-
cie — who’s 
also retired 
from teaching 
at UNC and 
is herself  an 
author — at 
their home 
in Chatham 
County.

It’s a field Ferris has played 
a huge role in forging. 

His resume is lengthy, but 
among the highlights:

Ferris has written 10 books 
on Southern culture and was 
co-editor of  “The Encyclopedia 
of  Southern Culture,” the sem-
inal work, published in 1989, 
which U.S. News & World Re-
port called “the first attempt 
ever to describe every aspect 
of  a region’s life and thought, 
the impact of  its history and 

Ferris

See FERRIS, page A7

Chatham’s law enforcement 
leaders respond to 

Minnesota man’s death
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

The leaders of  Chatham’s 
three major law enforcement 
agencies — the Pittsboro Police 
Department, Siler City Police 
Department and Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Office — fol-
lowed other organizations 
across the country in releasing 
statements in response to the 
death last week of  George 
Floyd in Minnesota. 

Derek Chauvin, an 18-year 
veteran of  the Minnesota 
Police Department, has been 
charged with third-degree 
murder and second-degree 
manslaughter in Floyd’s death, 
an incident which has sparked 
protests across the nation.

Several video recordings 
show Chauvin pressing his 
knee into Floyd’s neck as the 

46-year-old lay pinned to the 
ground in handcuffs during his 
May 25 arrest. Many of  those 
protests — including those in 
Raleigh, Greensboro and Char-
lotte — have turned violent.

Pittsboro’s interim police 
chief, Clarence “Shorty” 
Johnson, released a statement 
to the department’s Facebook 
page on Friday, condemning 
Chauvin’s actions.

“We believe that when in-
cidents like the one involving 
Mr. George Floyd of  Minnesota 
occur, the law enforcement offi-
cer should be held accountable 
and subjected to the same due 
process of  law as every other 
citizen of  the United States,” 
Johnson’s statement read. “If  
anything, we should be held to 
a higher standard. It is imper-

THE KILLING OF GEORGE FLOYD

See RESPOND, page A12

Submitted photo

Chatham County Schools Nutrition Services personnel 
prepare items May 4 at Chatham Middle School for meal 
distribution at bus stops throughout the district. Shown 
here during Staff Appreciation Week are (left to right) 
Cherie Bowman (Virginia Cross Elementary School), 
Stephanie Smith (Perry W. Harrison Elementary School), 
Vicky Burkette (Jordan-Matthews High School), Bonnie 
Garner (Bonlee School), Kelley Patterson (Jordan-
Matthews) and Michelle Johnson (Bonlee). See MEALS, page A6

Photo by Hester Magnuson

Bill Ferris has been documenting Southern folklore 
since age 12, when he began recording details about the 
Southern culture around him in his native Mississippi.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to change 
based on closures due to coro-
navirus. Verify with organizers 
prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA

• The Town of Pittsboro will 
hold its regular board meeting 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 
virtually via Zoom technology, 
from the Pittsboro Town Hall. 
Contact Cassandra Bullock at 
CBullock@pittsboronc.gov for 
meeting details. 

• The Chatham County Board of 
Education is scheduled to meet 
at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 8. 
A location for the meeting has 
not been announced. 

• The Chatham County Board of 
Commissioners is scheduled to 
meet at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 
16, is the Chatham County His-
toric Courthouse Courtroom at 
9 Hillsboro St., Pittsboro. The 
meeting may also take place at 
the Chatham County Agricul-
tural and Conference Center at 
1192 US Hwy 64 West Business, 
Pittsboro. Check chathamnc.
legistar.com/Calendar.aspx for 
the final meeting location.

CANCELLATIONS

• Town of Pittsboro, all town 
advisory boards meetings are 
canceled. In order to protect 

the most vulnerable members 
of  our community from the 
COVID-19 virus and slow its 
spread, Please monitor the 
town’s website at pittsboronc.
gov for additional notifications 
and alerts.  

• Chatham County Council on 
Aging: Both centers are closed 
at this time until further notice. 
If  you need to pickup supplies, 
call the Siler City or Pittsboro 
location or check our website: 
chathamcoa.org.  

• Chatham County Historical Mu-
seum: For the safety of  visitors 
and volunteers, the Chatham 
County Historical Museum is 
closed until further notice. See 
our website: https://chatham-
history.org. 

• Chatham Community Library: 
Closed to the public at this time. 

• State Employees Credit Union 
(SECU) branches statewide 
have temporarily transitioned 
to drive-thru only, Members 
who need to access safe depos-
it boxes, drop off tax return 
information, or inquire about a 
loan should call the branch to 
schedule an appointment. 

• The Second Bloom of Chatham 
Thrift Shop will be closed for 
shopping and donations until 
further notice.

THURSDAY  

• St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church - We provide a healthy, 

appetizing meal at no cost to 
those who come to us hungry 
at noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospitality 
and fellowship for everyone. 
All are welcome, regardless of  
race, sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, handicap, 
or income. 

• The Pittsboro Farmers Market 
is open with seasonable items 
year-round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. They are located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.

UPCOMING

• The Seagrove Wood Fire NC 
Weekend Pottery Tour will occur 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 6 
and 7, online and at select loca-
tions: Ben Owen Pottery, Blue 
Hen Pottery, Donna Craven 
Pottery, From the Ground Up, 
Johnston & Gentithes, Jugtown 
Pottery, Kate Johnston Pottery, 
Luck’s Ware, Studio Touya, 
Stuempfle Pottery. For details 
visit: seagrovewoodfire.com. 

• Chatham Habitat for Humanity 
is planning to hold our re-
scheduled 2020 Women Build 
event from August 27 - 29. Reg-
istration will open in mid-sum-
mer on our website, and those 
who signed up for the April 
event will receive first priority. 
Assuming our new normal 
allows for events such as the 
Women Build, we will gath-
er together in a few months. 
These dates may change, and 
additional ones may open as 
well. Mark your calendars and 

hope for the best. The Partici-
pate from Home benefit is still 
in effect – a donation of  at least 
$25 will get you a t-shirt and 
certificate during the month of  
the event.

ALSO HAPPENING

• With COVID-19 sweeping the 
country, artists’ livelihoods are 
being challenged like never be-
fore. The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a relief  ef-
fort specifically for artists and 
arts-workers called CAARE: 
Chatham Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more informa-
tion on CAARE, or to donate, 
visit ChathamArtsCouncil.org. 

• JMArts hosted a JMACorona-
Concert via Twitter featuring  
performances submitted by JM 
students and faculty. Concerts 
can be viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and by using 
the hashtags #JMACoronaCon-
cert performances and #JMA-
CoronaConcert program. 

• Adult Volunteers Needed at Cha-
tham Hospital in Siler City, a 
25-bed Critical Access Hospital 
located in Siler City and part of  
the UNC Health Care System. 
All prospective volunteers must 
complete an on-line applica-
tion, a criminal background 
check, an orientation and have 
documentation of  required im-
munizations. To learn more go 
to: www.chathamhospital.org/
ch/about-us/volunteer. 

• Volunteers Needed — Nonprof-

it agencies in Chatham seek 
teen volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens can help 
at food pantries, in gardens, 
fundraising projects, office 
work, and care for animals. 
Chatham Connecting website 
lists many volunteer oppor-
tunities for youth. See where 
you are needed to help in the 
community: www.chatham-
connecting.org. 

• Foster and/or adoptive infor-
mation — Give children a safe 
place to grow. Interested in 
becoming a Foster and/or 
Adoptive parent. Call 642-6956 
to learn more. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous — North 
Carolina District 33, call the 
Help Line at 866-640-0180 for the 
meeting schedule for this area. 

• Motorcycle Association — The 
Motorcycle Association for 
Chatham, Western Wake, Lee, 
Orange and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and is open 
to all riders. For information, 
call 919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com. 

• Narcotics Anonymous — For 
drug problems in the family, 
Narcotics Anonymous helps! 
Call 1-800-721-8225 for listing of  
local meetings! 

• Al-Anon Meeting — Pittsboro 
Serenity Seekers Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays, at Chatham Commu-
nity Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.
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News + Record closes Pittsboro office
CN+R STAFF 

REPORTS

The Chatham News 
+ Record has closed its 
office at 19 Hillsboro St. in 
Pittsboro. The office has 

been vacated for most of  
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and is now closed perma-
nently.

To submit items in-per-
son for the print edition, 
visit the Siler City office 

at 303 W. Raleigh St., or 
mail items to P.O. Box 
290, Siler City, N.C. 27344. 
You may also call the 
Siler City office at (919) 
663-3232 or email news@
chathamnr.com.

In the story “Siler City 
Community Meal founders 
serve meals to health work-
ers,” in the May 28 edition 
of the News + Record, 
Donna Johnson was incor-
rectly identified as Donna 
Anderson. In addition, the 
story incorrectly stated 

the special meal served to 
employees at the Chatham 
County Health Department 
and the Piedmont Siler City 
Community Health Center 
was hosted by Communi-
ties In Schools of Chatham 
County. The News + Record 
regrets the errors.

CORRECTION Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

Scholarship will help J-M grad 
pursue career in criminal justice

CN+R STAFF REPORT

SILER CITY — This fall, 
Gisselle Aleman Moreno, a 2020 
graduate of  Jordan-Matthews 
High School, is planning to at-
tend Western Carolina Univer-
sity to further her career goal 
in criminal justice.

When she does, she’ll have 
some extra funds to help her 
thanks to a $500 scholarship 
from the Chatham County Law 
Enforcement Officers Associ-

ation.
For more than a quarter of  

a century, the association — 
comprised of  active and retired 
Chatham County law enforce-
ment officers — has awarded 
funds to college-bound high 
school graduates.

Moreno is this year’s recip-
ient.

“The CCLEO Association 
has been offering the Chatham 
County Law Enforcement 
Officer’s Association Edu-

cation Scholarship for more 
than 25 years to high school 
seniors who have a desire to 
continue their higher educa-
tion in the criminal justice 
field,” said Cathy Judge, the 
CCLEOA’s secretary. “Their 
dreams may be to become a 
local officer that we would see 
around here, an SBI Agent, 
an FBI Agent, a CSI Agent 
or anything related to the 
criminal justice career field. 
Our CCLEO Association, with 

some of  our members having 
over 30 years in membership, 
feel that this is a way to help 
start the careers of  new law 
enforcement officers. And 
that is part of  what we are all 
about. We are so glad that the 
CCLEOA is able to assist some 
high school graduates in this 
way.”

Moreno is this year’s recipi-
ent. The CCLEOA notified her 
of  the award on May 9.

While a student at Jor-

dan-Matthews, Moreno was 
a member of  the Beta Club 
and HOSA and was active in 
theater, performing in a school 
play, a musical and the J-M 
Chorus.

She also volunteered at the 
PTA Thrift Store. 

Moreno, while a student, 
also worked at the 3rd Street 
Veterinary and, just prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, had 
started a job at Taco Bell in 
Siler City.

Propane  Ref i l l  P r i ces
Come v i s i t  us  i n  the  Lowe 's  Shopp ing  Center  i n

P i t tsboro  to  save  on  propane  ref i l l s !
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30# Ref i l l :  $15

100# Ref i l l :  $50
www.st r i cks lpgas . com |  919-704-8589
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GRILLS

STRICK'S LP GAS
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HOME DEL IVERY SERVICE
We ' re  here  for  you  dur ing

these  t imes .  Set  up  an
account  over  the  phone  and

have  a  de l i very  i n  a  few days .  
 

9 19-704-8589

Register NOW!
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Chatham County

UNIVERSITY TRANSFER 

Transfer to a university through CCCC’s transfer 
agreements, which the college has with all the UNC-system 
universities and most private NC colleges. The Associate 
or Arts (AA), Associate of Science (AS), Associate of 
Engineering (AE), and select Associate of Applied Sciences 
(AAS) programs are designed to help students transfer to 
four-year degree programs.



and Pittsboro. Each of  the 
municipal governments 
— Chatham County, the 
Town of  Pittsboro and 
the Town of  Siler City — 
manage at least three.

The county’s parks 
and rec staff operates a 
half-mile compacted trail 

at Southwest District 
Park in Bear Creek, a 
quarter-mile paved track 
at Northeast District 
Park in Chapel Hill and 
a one-mile compacted 
trail at Northwest Dis-
trict Park in Siler City. 
Compacted trails, which 
are featured throughout 
the county, are usually 
made of  dirt and gravel 
tamped down to create a 
solid surface.

Siler City’s team runs 
the gravel tracks at 
Boling Lane Park and 
Washington Avenue 
Park — each run between 
one-fifth and one-quarter 
mile — and the 1.4-mile-
long paved Loves Creek 
Greenway near Bray 
Park. Pittsboro has four 
park trails: a one-third 
mile paved loop at Mary 
Holmes Park, half-mile 
trails at Rock Ridge Park 

and the Robeson Creek 
Greenway and a two-mile 
loop around a lake at 
Town Lake Park.

More than four miles 
of  the regional American 
Tobacco Trail also run 
through Chatham Coun-
ty, with two entryways in 
the Apex portion of  the 
county.  

On Saturday, residents 
have a special reason to 
go out and use the trails. 
June 6 is National Trails 
Day, as declared by the 
American Hiking Soci-
ety. The AHS annually 
challenges people to walk 
the trails and work to pre-
serve them by cleaning 
them. This year, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
planned in-person events 
have been canceled, but 
walkers and trail hikers 
are still encouraged to 
participate and post pho-
tos on social media.

“While the COVID-19 
quarantines have put into 
sharp focus how much 
our minds and bodies 
need time outside every 
day, the trails and parks 
we value are under-re-
sourced and not everyone 
has easy access to quality 
green space,” Kate Van 

Waes, the AHS’ executive 
director, said in a news 
release. “In honor of  
National Trails Day, we 
are encouraging everyone 
to take American Hik-
ing’s #NationalTrailsDay 
Pledge to preserve trails 
and parks and fight for 
equitable access.”

Plans are in the works 
for expansions to trails 
and greenways through-
out the county. The coun-
ty’s parks and recreation 
master plan, which was 
approved by the county 
board of  commissioners 
in February 2019, recom-
mended an additional 85.3 
miles of  greenway and 
nature trails be construct-
ed over the next 10 years.

Burnett said that 
actually getting the trails 
constructed is a different 
conversation — “grants 
and funding will need 
to be in place for these 
recommendations,” she 
said — but the county’s 
relative lack of  trail 
length necessitates the 
consideration.

“Since greenway and 
trail systems are rated 
as top five facilities in 
the Parks and Recreation 
master plan,” she said, “a 

recommendation is to 
create a regional trail net-
work to connect people to 
places they want to go.”

The Master Plan states 
that the county offers 
“fewer miles of  trail than 
other jurisdiction,” and 
that proposed new trails 
or lengthening current 
paths would “increase 
trail mileage level of  
service to one mile of  trail 
per 1,000 residents.” Cha-
tham’s walking options 
currently lag far behind 
that, just .09 miles of  trail 
per 1,000 residents.

While specific dates for 
new trail are not available 
yet, both Burnett and 
Clelland emphasize the 
health benefits of  partak-
ing in these amenities, 
particularly during the 
pandemic that has kept 
many stuck at home. Clel-
land specifically cited the 
Loves Creek Greenway.

“It’s easy to get to, it’s 
easy on the legs,” he said. 
“It puts you out in nature 
and gets you exercising.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.
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Staff photos and collage by Zachary Horner

Chatham County’s various parks — operated by both county and town-level 
governments — provide a variety of walking opportunities and options. 
Those parks include, from top left, clockwise, Southwest District Park in Bear 
Creek, Town Lake Park in Pittsboro, Robeson Creek Greenway in Pittsboro, 
Boling Lane Park in Siler City and the Loves Creek Greenway in Siler City.

Staff graphic by Zachary Horner
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buildBOLDnc.com
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7-Year/100,000 Mile Certified Pre-Owned Vehicle 
Powertrain Limited Warranty

2019 RAM 1500 4WD

2017 GRAND CHEROKEE

2018 JEEP RENEGADE

S557

SJ1278A

SR1126A

$26,997

$19,455

$16,822

5.7 HEMI, 8 speed 

Auto, 16k miles

V6, 8 speed Auto, 

49k miles

9 speed Auto, 

4WD, 12k miles

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED



Be the best creature you 
were made to be

Somewhere it must be written 
that newspaper offices have to be 

cluttered.
Notice I said 

“cluttered,” not 
“sloppy” or even 
“messy.” There’s 
a vast difference 
in those words 
although at times 
they can go togeth-
er.

I know that in 
today’s electron-
ic and digital 

publishing world things are vastly 
different from what they were 
when I cut my newspaper teeth in 
the Dark Ages, when we used hot 
metal and gallons of  ink. Then it 
was hot work and you often got 
dirty in the pressroom. Reporters 
usually had stacks of  paper and 
notes and notebooks and pens 
on their desks, on the floor, on 
shelves and seemingly floating in 
the air.

While that was OK at the office, 
a problem could arise when you 
took that mindset home. To my 
eternal gratitude, my much better 
half  has never seriously objected 
to that illness in my life. Some-
times she will sigh or even roll 
her eyes but she mostly lets me 
wallow in the stuff that is collect-
ed in the room we refer to as my 
“study.”

I say all of  that to say this: In the 
period of  time we have lately called 
“sheltering in place,” I have used 
some of  that time to plow through 
stacks and boxes of  stuff I have 
accumulated over the past 40-plus 
years or so. And the truly amazing 
thing is that some of  that “stuff” is 
as applicable in today’s world as it 
was when it first saw the light of  day 
and was then relegated to a place in 
the stacks.

Case in point: a little story I had 
penned for a 35-year-ago church 

newsletter about a group of  animal 
friends. It seemed to make perfect 
sense to me in this day and age of  re-
sponse to the virus that has plagued 
society for months and whose 
fallout is still with us as various 
folks gripe about why everyone isn’t 
acting in the same way they act.

Wear a mask. Don’t wear a mask. 
Stay home. Get out. On and on it 
goes until folks lose their tempers or 
even worse.

Consider this thought... A group 
of  animals decided to improve their 
general welfare by starting a school. 
The subjects included swimming, 
running, climbing and flying.

The duck, an excellent swimmer, 
was deficient in other areas so he 
majored in climbing, running and 
flying, much to the detriment of  his 
swimming.

The rabbit, a superior runner, 
was forced to spend so much of  
his time in other classes that 
he soon lost much of  his famed 
speed. The squirrel, who had 
previously been rated “A” as a 
climber, dropped to a “C” because 
his instructors spent hours and 
hours trying to teach him to swim 
and fly. And the eagle was dis-
ciplined for soaring to the tops 
of  trees when he had been told 
to climb, even though flying was 
most natural to him.

This little story shows what 
often happens in society. Each 
person has a gift; many people 
have several. But everyone has 

at least one at which they’re par-
ticularly good. Our gifts differ. 
Some of  us, however, try to do so 
many things that we lose our ef-
fectiveness in our most qualified 
area and as a result, the entire 
group — church, work, society — 
suffers.

Christianity encourages us to use 
the gifts we have and if  there’s ever 
been a time society needs the best 
of  all of  us, it’s now — to overcome 
a virus, terror in the streets, hatred 
galore.

It shouldn’t distress us that 
someone else may do something 
better than we can do it. If  God 
made you a duck, then you’re 
a duck. And you can swim. So, 
swim, friend...and swim like mad! 
But don’t get all bent out of  shape 
because you waddle when you run. 
Remember: you’re a swimmer, not 
a runner.

And remember, too, if  you’re 
an eagle, stop expecting all the 
rabbits to fly like you do or the 
squirrels to build a nest like yours. 
When they’re running or climbing, 
they’re using their gifts to do their 
own thing.

Remember, it’s the variety of  
gifts that makes the group effec-
tive. So, animals everywhere...
find your own gifts — and use 
them.

Glad I saved that scrap of  paper 
those many years ago. Hope I can 
remember the lesson.  Hope you 
will, as well.

Repaying a mounting moral debt
Life, liberty and the pursuit of  

happiness — unalienable rights — 
endowed by our Creator — for all 
men and women — forever.

That is the promise we made to 
ourselves 243 years ago in our Dec-
laration of Independence. We then 
created a Constitution to make 
these promises so: the guarantee 
of equal protection of the law — 
equal justice — for all Americans 
— for all Americans.

Whatever may be the views of  
individual Americans, there will 
never be the domestic tranquility 
our Constitution promises until 
those guarantees are the warp 
and weave — the very fabric — of  
American lives. Over and over 
and over again the frustrations 

of our citizens who do not enjoy 
these rights explode into national 
protest and even violence, even if  
that violence harms first the com-
munities where the victims live. If  
we cannot see this truth, then the 
lesson will repeat until we under-
stand and do what is required. 

The coronavirus pandemic has 
made starkly visible those among 
us who have suffered the most. 
And they are our health heroes, 
our first responders, our neighbors 
who have to go back to work or 
open up for business even when 
the danger is still present. They are 
our vulnerable citizens, those who 
have lost their jobs and insurance 
coverage and do not know when 
they might be able to earn a salary 

to care for their loved ones, and the 
young people facing a future once 
again with narrowed promises. 
Among these heroes are black 
Americans, who have the highest 
percentage of deaths and the low-
est percentage of protections. 

In the midst of this chaos, we 
see in full daylight and on video 
a white police officer, sworn to 
protect and defend our Constitu-
tion, choke to death a 46-year-old 
black man begging to breathe and 
calling for his mother already 
dead two years. The moral debt we 
Americans owe is mounting once 
again. It will only be repaid when 
we treat every man, woman and 
child before the law and within our 
society the same way we expect 

ourselves to be treated. 
Those promises we made 

between and among all of us con-
stitute a social contract to provide 
what is promised and to receive 
what is promised. If our fellow 
black citizens go decades and de-
cades and do not receive what was 
contracted for, how are we going to 
convince them to trust the country 
to keep its commitments?

Words of hate and division, 
which we have heard many times 
recently, push farther away the 
day when the issue of race is 
treated seriously. What we need is 
dialogue, people reaching across 
lines of comfort to listen with 
respect and speak with respect, 
and authorities who understand 

the need for basic fairness and 
clear protection in our society. 
Peace will come when equal 
justice is true in practice not just 
in principle. 

There is no better moment — 
and there never will be — than 
now to say Amen — let it be so 
— and let each of us be a part of  
making it happen.

Robert Pearson of Pittsboro is a 
retired U.S. diplomat who worked 
under six presidents and in more 
than 50 countries. Pearson, a 
lifetime member of the NAACP in 
Maryland, is an active member of  
Chatham County’s NAACP com-
munity. He and his wife, Maggie, 
live in Fearrington Village.

Who watches 
the watchmen?

Somewhere around the year 100 A.D., a 
Roman poet named Decimus Junius Juvenalis 

first posed the question: “Quis 
custodiet ipsos custodes?”

To non-Latin speakers, like 
me, the phrase may sound as 
ancient and as foreign as the 
time and place in which it was 
composed. But translated into 
English, the philosophical 
query  —  “Who watches the 
watchers?” or “Who watch-
es the watchmen?” — from 
centuries ago resonates today 
and begs for a contemporary 
answer.

One answer is the press, and our Constitu-
tion’s First Amendment fortunately ensures a 
free one. This past March saw the 15th obser-
vance of  Sunshine Week, a national initiative 
which celebrates and promotes the importance 
of  open government and the press’ role in 
keeping it that way. 

Sunshine Week was born from the more 
localized Sunshine Sunday, launched in 2002 
by the Florida Society of  Newspaper Editors 
as a rebuff to efforts by some legislators in the 
Sunshine State to create new exemptions to 
Florida’s public records law; in other words, 
Florida’s press — or media — was watching 
the watchers. 

But “the press” isn’t a faceless entity up on 
high operating with a divine decree — it’s a 
profession populated by people.

Pondering Decimus Junius Juvenalis’ an-
cient and timeless question, another phrase 
from another long-ago source occurred to me. 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain asks in the 
Bible story, told in the Book of  Genesis, after 
he kills his brother Abel, absolving himself  of  
responsibility for the violence he’s committed 
against his kin.

In watching the watchers, I believe we are 
our brothers’ keepers. The same notion is ex-
pressed in the idea, from an African proverb, 
that “it takes a village” — a community as a 
whole — to raise a child. 

In other words, eschewing Latin philoso-
phizing and African proverbs and putting it in 
plain English: we look out for each other. 

That’s what a group of  witnesses last week 
to the murder of  George Floyd on a street in 
Minneapolis at the hands — or knee, in actual-
ity — of  police officer Derek Chauvin were try-
ing to do as they pleaded with the police officer 
to relinquish his deadly choke hold on the man 
suspected only of  passing a counterfeit $20 bill.

One of  those witnesses captured, in cell 
phone footage, the eight minutes that it took 
for Chauvin to choke the life out of  George 
Floyd.

About halfway through the video, as the 
46-year-old black man remains pinned and help-
less on the ground under Chauvin’s knee, one 
of  those concerned by-standers off-camera asks 
a variant of  the old Latin question: She says, 
“Can you call the police on another police?”

Who is watching the watchers?
Last Tuesday afternoon as I viewed the video 

on Instagram, as I saw the disturbing footage 
of  a man being suffocated for the presumption 
of  a crime (imagine if  that fake $20 had found 
its way into George Floyd’s wallet, in change 
from another transaction, and he unsuspect-
ingly passed it along; it could have easily 
happened that way), it was the question I was 
asking, too. 

Though I already knew how the video — and 
the deadly encounter it captured — ended, and 
I could watch it a dozen times and the ending 
would always be the same, I desperately hoped 
for a different outcome. That the situation —  
incredible and wrong and troubling as it was 
— would somehow end without the pointless 
loss of  life, that Chauvin would loosen his 
death grip, that George Floyd would stand to 
his feet, that someone — whoever watches the 
watchers — would intervene.

“True peace,” wrote Civil Rights Movement 
leader Martin Luther King Jr. in 1958, “is not 
merely the absence of  tension; it is the pres-
ence of  justice.”

We can’t live in a just society if  we aren’t 
watching the watchers and holding our broth-
ers’ interests as our own, being an active par-
ticipant — all of  us — in the far-flung village 
we as humans inhabit. 

None of  the watchers were able to save 
George Floyd’s life last week. But Chauvin and 
other officers involved in George Floyd’s death 
were soon fired from their police posts, and 
Chauvin would later be charged with George 
Floyd’s murder. Protests understandably were 
mounted across the nation, the expansive 
village we call the United States. You could say 
the watchers — we, the people — were watch-
ing, and outraged.

Have we finally seen enough?
Must there be another George Floyd, or Ah-

maud Arbery, or Eric Garner?
The future of  our shaken and divided village 

depends on how we answer.
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RANDALL 
RIGSBEE
Randall Reflects

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

I say all of that to say this: In the period of time we have 
lately called “sheltering in place,” I have used some of 
that time to plow through stacks and boxes of stuff I 
have accumulated over the past 40-plus years or so. And 
the truly amazing thing is that some of that “stuff” is as 
applicable in today’s world as it was when it first saw 
the light of day and was then relegated to a place in the 
stacks.



Go-slow reopening may be costly
Over the first two months of  the 

coronavirus crisis, our labor-market 
cratered. The num-
ber of  employed 
North Carolinians 
dropped by 820,000, 
or 17 percent. 
Only 56.3 percent 
of  working-aged 
residents were 
either employed or 
actively looking for 
jobs.

That’s the lowest 
rate of  labor force 
participation in 

modern times.
The next round of  job and output 

numbers will probably be even more 
dismal. But have North Carolina’s 
economic woes been caused more by 
COVID-19 itself, or by government’s 
regulatory response to the pandem-
ic? This is not a simple question to 
answer.

Generally speaking, the largest 
declines in employment across the 
United States occurred in the places 
with the highest rates of  COVID 
deaths per capita, such as Michigan, 
New York, New Jersey, and Massa-
chusetts. And some of  the lowest 
employment declines occurred in 
states with low COVID mortality 
such as Texas and Kansas.

But there are exceptions. And it 
is also true that the states with the 
strictest lockdown measures tended 
to suffer higher-than-average job 
losses. As for the states that never 
enacted statewide stay-at-home 
orders — Arkansas, Iowa, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Okla-
homa, Utah, and Wyoming — all had 
lower-than-average job losses.

It is reasonable to assume that in 

places where the coronavirus has 
been deadlier, people would be less 
willing to venture out to work or 
shop even if  it were legal to do so. 
And it is reasonable to assume that 
in places where government shut 
more businesses down for longer, 
the economic hit would be bigger. 
Both effects can be present, and 
their causes interrelated.

Let’s look more closely at North 
Carolina and its neighbors. All 
have had COVID deaths per million 
below the national average of  302 
(as of  May 25), although the rates 
in Georgia (174) and Virginia (142) 
are higher than the national median 
(114). Interestingly, Georgia has been 
beaten up by the national media for 
lifting its statewide lockdown early, 
at the end of  April, while Virginia’s 
rules have been among the strictest.

Deaths per million in South 
Carolina (85), North Carolina (75), 
and Tennessee (49) are relatively 
low. But their regulatory approach-
es have been rather different. Goy. 
Roy Cooper’s lockdown orders were 
more sweeping and are being lifted 
at a much slower pace.

Consider a basic fact on the 
ground: foot traffic into businesses. 
According to data from Safegraph.
com, all the states in our neighbor-
hood saw declines of  about half  
from mid-March to mid-April. Then 
people started leaving their homes 
in greater numbers to work and 
shop. They voted with their feet, 
so to speak, either because their 
calculation of  the personal risk from 
COVID-19 changed or they simply 
had to get on with their lives.

This happened in North Carolina, 
for example, even before Cooper 
began his glacially paced reopening. 

Foot traffic into North Carolina busi-
nesses rose from 50 percent below 
the pre-COVID baseline on April 
13 to 36 percent below the baseline 
on May 7, the day before Cooper’s 
Phase One went into effect. Since 
then, it has risen to 30 percent.

South Carolina and Tennessee 
have seen roughly the same busi-
ness declines on the front end but 
much-faster rebounds since mid-
April, to 15 percent and 19 percent 
respectively. Foot traffic at dine-in 
restaurants has returned to 87 per-
cent of  pre-COVID levels in South 
Carolina and 76 percent in Tennes-
see. In North Carolina, the level is 
only 59 percent You can see the same 
pattern in shopping-mall traffic.

It would be hard not to conclude 
that the major difference here is 
public policy, not disease severity. 
South Carolina and Tennessee have 
lifted their restrictions earlier and 
more broadly. People have respond-
ed by getting out more, and com-
panies have likely been rehiring to 
handle the increased business.

Perhaps, as Cooper’s defenders 
will warn, our southern and western 
neighbors will come to regret their 
decisions in the next two to four 
weeks if  their COVID hospitaliza-
tions and deaths spike. But if  North 
Carolina has a particularly bad jobs 
reports next month, the governor’s 
go-slow approach to reopening will 
likely be responsible for a signifi-
cant share of  the negative economic 
consequences.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chair-
man of  the John Locke Foundation 
and appears on “N.C. SPIN,” broad-
cast statewide at 7:30 p.m. Fridays 
and 12:30 p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

Teach by example
TO THE EDITOR:

What to tell a child: You tell 
them from birth that you love 
them and not to hate, and you 
teach by example.  

Ed Spence
Siler City

We need strong 
leadership, not tyranny
TO THE EDITOR:

George Floyd of  Minneapo-

lis, Minnesota, was lying face 
down, with his hands cuffed 
behind him and an officer of  
the law  — an armed “brave” 
officer of  the law — deemed it 
right to kneel on the back of  his 
neck until the life was snuffed 
out of  him. Unspeakable and 
cowardly brutality perpetrated 
by police who are supposed to 
keep law and order. All this, 
while three other “brave” offi-
cers watched and did nothing.

Now, we have Donald Trump, 
who is putting his knee on the 
back of  the necks of  Americans 

until what? We die? We bow 
down to him? We evolve into 
a catastrophic civil uprising 
with his provoking and permis-
sion? What? And all the while 
his Congressional supporters 
watch and do nothing!  

Trump is making a mockery 
of  our democratic system and 
so are his sycophant supporters 
who endorse his conspiracy 
theories. These are intelligent 
people who know he is wrong 
but continue to bow down be-
fore him because if  they don’t 
they may lose their powerful 

jobs or be talked about in 
disgrace with, of  course, no ev-
idence of  any wrongdoing. The 
people who speak out against 
him get fired. He causes pain 
and suffering on anyone who 
doesn’t agree with him either 
by vindictively smearing their 
good name or humiliating them 
with childish name-calling.

We need our two-party 
government. We need good Re-
publicans and good Democrats. 
But only brave people who will 
stand up against his vulgarity, 
lying and cheap innuendos.  

Thomas Jefferson once 
famously wrote, “All tyranny 
needs to gain a foothold is for 
people of  good conscience to 
remain silent.”

Remember, we the people, 
have given Trump and his 
Congressional supporters the 
power and the approval to 
behave this way.    

That’s the President we the 
people — or some of  the people 
— elected.  

Let’s not do it again. 
Marie Vanderbeck

Pittsboro

Jack Hunt 
and Ruby’s 

cooking
“Go see Rep. Jack Hunt first thing. He is married to 

one of my cousins. He will take care of you.”
That was my first instruc-

tion from UNC President Dick 
Spangler when he tapped me to 
represent the university system 
in dealing with the state’s General 
Assembly.

That might have been the best 
advice President Spangler ever 
gave me. Hunt, who died at 97 
on May 27, chaired the powerful 
House Rules Committee and was 
a close friend of the legendary 
Speaker Liston Ramsey and most 

of the other insider legislators.
Hunt tried to keep me out of trouble and when I 

messed up, he helped rescue me.
He spent a lifetime helping people. In addition to 

his state government and Army service, he was for 
many years a dentist, farmer, and business owner 
in Cleveland County. He and his wife Ruby had five 
remarkable daughters, all active in community and 
public service. One of them, Judy Hunt, served in the 
state House of Representatives alongside her dad. 
He was a mentor to one of his dental patients, Walter 
Dalton, who served as a state senator and lieutenant 
governor, and is now president of Isothermal Commu-
nity College.

Perhaps the best thing Hunt did for me was to intro-
duce me to Ruby.

It happened one day when I tried to enlist Hunt in 
my effort to find good local eateries to write about in 
this column.

One day I asked him, “Where is the best place to get 
country cooking around here?”

He paused, squinted, smiled a little bit, and finally 
said, “Well, the truth is there is nothing better, I 
think, than my wife Ruby’s cooking. We have folks 
over from time to time. Maybe you’d like to join us 
sometime.”

Jack and Ruby regularly invited their government 
friends for informal suppers of country ham, baked 
chicken, cornbread, biscuits with sourwood honey 
and molasses, and vegetables from her garden, in-
cluding corn frozen minutes after it had been picked 
the previous summer. There were always desserts 
of homemade cakes and pies. Of course, there was 
also the opportunity to make friends with governors, 
Supreme Court justices, and legislative leaders.

But there is more to it than that. It’s more than just 
the joy of getting together and making other people 
happy.

Jack Hunt was one of the “peacemakers” in the 
legislature. When there was a tough, mean problem 
that divided people, Jack Hunt often got the call to try 
to bring them together. Getting around factions, petty 
jealousies, and partisanship, he tried to find out what 
it would take to resolve the disagreement.

“What’s keeping us from working this out?” That 
was the question people counted on Jack Hunt to ask, 
then listen, and move everyone towards the answer.

He thought the people’s representatives made bet-
ter decisions when they were not angry at each other. 
When everything else failed to bring people together, 
“Ruby’s Cooking” worked magic.

Once, when President Spangler and Governor 
Jim Hunt were at loggerheads about the governor’s 
budget proposals for the university, they could hardly 
speak to each other until Jack invited them to break-
fast with Ruby. Neither the governor nor the univer-
sity president could say no to Ruby and Jack. After 
they sat down to Ruby’s cooking and warm spirit, 
they worked out a compromise.

It was hard to be angry with anyone when Ruby 
Hunt was serving her home cooked meals and the 
breakfast of ham biscuits with sourwood honey and 
molasses helped Jack bring his two friends together.

We miss Ruby’s cooking for sure.
Even more, we miss Jack’s gentle, positive, and 

respecting peacemaking that made all of us better 
people. copy here
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D.G. MARTIN
One on One

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

The Courage Prayer
God grant me the seren-

ity to accept the things I 
cannot 
change…

Many 
readers 
will 
recognize 
the open-
ing line 
of  The 
Serenity 
Prayer. It 
is often 
recited 
at the 
close of  

a 12-step meeting, such as 
those held by Alcoholic 
Anonymous.

I have been praying, 
however, in light of  the 
news of  recent violence 
against African-Ameri-
cans and other people of  
color. I’ve focused on the 
second part of  this prayer, 
which is perhaps not as 
well known:

God grant me courage to 
change the things I can.

Today, I and other white 
Americans do not have to 
accept the racially moti-
vated violence against our 
fellow citizens. We do not 
have to accept that a young 

black man can be killed for 
jogging in a neighborhood. 
We do not have to accept 
that a defenseless black 
man can be pinned to the 
ground by his neck with 
the knee of a police officer 
until he dies. We do not 
have to accept that other 
white police officers would 
stand by and watch as this 
black man pleaded, “I can’t 
breathe!”

We can change such 
things! But if  we are not 
going to accept such in-
justices, then we will need 
the courage to change 
ourselves. America has a 
tragic history of  racism 
that predates the founding 
of  our country. Racism 
was institutionalized in 
the Constitution, then 
legislated in slavery and 
segregation. The violence 
against black people today 
demonstrates that racism 
persists in our 21st centu-
ry society.

Yet another truth is that 
too many white Amer-
icans, though perhaps 
sympathetic to suffering, 
have acted as though we 
are unable to change such 
things. Too many of  us 

have accepted a false sense 
of  serenity.

Of  course, few white 
Americans actually per-
petuate deadly violence 
against anyone. But we 
white people must listen 
to the descriptions of  the 
double-standards, the 
abuse, and the fear that 
is part of  the reality of  
being a racial minority in 
this country. For example, 
black men tell stories of  
the first time a police offi-
cer pulled a gun on them. 
Tragically, many white 
people are turning a deaf  
ear because violence has 
been part of  some protests.

Let me be clear, any 
loss of  livelihood or life is 
unacceptable.

Yet, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. said riot 
is the language of  the 
unheard. We must listen to 
the truth behind the frus-
tration and anger. Listen-
ing to learn takes a specific 
kind of  courage.

Step No. 4 of  the recov-
ery program for addicts is 
to make a searching and 
fearless moral inventory 
of  ourselves. It is time for 
white Americans to take 

this step toward recovery. 
Addictions cause people to 
make excuses in order to 
justify themselves. In this 
case, I often hear people 
say that they will not apol-
ogize for being white. That 
is not the point.

The point is that rac-
ism is not a thing of  the 
past. Like an addiction, 
we remain in the grips of  
a horrible cycle. Segre-
gation is prevalent in our 
public schools and private 
housing sectors. Prisons 
are filled with people of  
color. Police violence 
is disproportionately 
directed against black and 
brown people. This honest 
confession that our society 
is addicted is painful, but 
confession is also holy. For 
once we have admitted the 
problem, we can do some-
thing about it.

Long ago, a brown-
skinned rabbi from Naza-
reth claimed that the truth 
shall set us free. May we 
have the courage to change 
the things we can so that, 
one day, our prayer will 
be answered: “Free at last, 
Free at last! Thank God al-
mighty we are free at last!”

ANDREW 
TAYLOR-
TROUTMAN
Hope Matters

School daze? Let’s learn and do better
Public schools are sup-

posed to begin the new year 
about 10 
weeks 
from 
now, so 
I asked 
two 
teachers 
what to 
expect.

“I 
have no 
idea,” 
one said. 
“I’m 

exhausted just trying to get 
this year finished. It’s been 
especially hard this year.”

The other added, “So 
far as next year, if there’s 
a plan we don’t know it. I 
can’t even get back into my 
classroom.”

Time is becoming es-

sential to learn how North 
Carolina’s children will 
return to school August 
17th. I can just picture up 
to 40 children riding to and 
from school in a bus, piling 
into classrooms never de-
signed for social distancing, 
spilling into hallways and 
playgrounds, then eating 
lunch en masse in cafete-
rias. It is not a vision that 
looks safe.

For decades we’ve been 
talking about the need to re-
form public education and, 
while doing so in the middle 
of a pandemic may not be 
ideal, it certainly provides 
the motivation needed. We 
need some strategic and 
innovative thinking. 

Let’s start by acknowledg-
ing that we must get our 1.5 
million K-12 students back 

in school. Online learning, 
which holds promise, has 
yielded mixed results. Some 
students did well, but many 
didn’t; they didn’t have 
tablets, available high-
speed broadband Internet 
or proper instruction. Our 
education system wasn’t 
adequately prepared and far 
too many students essential-
ly lost the last third of the 
school year. We can learn 
from what worked, what 
didn’t and do better next 
time. When students return 
to class their teachers will 
need to assess how much 
remediation is needed. 

Priority one is the need to 
sanitize schools every day. 
We need a nurse or certified 
nursing assistant in each 
school so that, at the mini-
mum, each student’s tem-

perature will be checked ev-
ery morning upon entering. 
Ideally, periodic testing will 
be administered to identify 
those infected. It is univer-
sally accepted that frequent 
handwashing and student 
distancing are essential. 
Since most classrooms will 
not allow the desired six 
feet of separation, the num-
bers in each classroom will 
likely need reducing.  

The value of in-person 
instruction, especially 
in early grades, cannot 
be overestimated. Some 
systems have experimented 
by staggering dayparts. 
Some students come early, 
are dismissed, rooms are 
sanitized, and another 
cohort takes the late shift. 
Other programs alternate 
the number of instruction 

days, with some students 
present Monday-Wednes-
day and Friday and others 
on Tuesday-Thursday and 
Saturday. Online instruc-
tion, assignments and 
tests are offered on those 
days when children are 
not present in class. North 
Carolina already has a 
teacher shortage and any 
of these options will require 
more teachers, along with 
transportation and other 
challenges, but the biggest 
might be how working 
parents can accommodate 
children’s schedules.  

Our spin is that school 
systems need more flexibil-
ity. We can demand certain 
prerequisites, like course 
offerings, course require-
ments and other essentials, 
but we already allow char-

ter schools more flexibility, 
so let’s give all schools fewer 
controls, then hold them 
accountable. Systems in 
counties with very few cases 
of coronavirus might decide 
to go back to traditional 
school days and calendars, 
while those counties with 
many cases might deter-
mine different solutions.

But whatever the options 
chosen it is important that 
parents, employers and 
communities know those 
decisions. And they need to 
know very soon.

Tom Campbell is former as-
sistant North Carolina State 
Treasurer and is creator/
host of N.C. SPIN, a weekly 
statewide television discus-
sion of N.C. issues that airs 
on UNC-TV.

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin



Cheek and his wife of  
50 years, Alphia Alston 
Cheek, had one daughter, 
Lecia Cheek Marsh. She 
and her husband Kenneth 
provided the couple with 
two grandchildren, Court-
ney and Trevor.

Cheek was laid to rest 
on Sunday at Chatham 
Memorial Park in Siler 
City following a service 
at Corinth AME Zion 
Church.

As word of  the town’s 
loss began to spread, so 
did words of  condolences 
from many with whom 
Cheek worked, honoring 
his legacy.

“I have known Larry 
since his days with 
CP&L,” said Siler City 
Commissioner Curtis 
Brown (District 3). 
“He was a true friend. 
I am new to the board 
of  commissioners and 
Larry was mentoring 
me with the fine points 
of  being a commission-
er. I will profoundly 
miss him and his guid-
ance.”

“Larry was not only 
a friend but a mentor as 
well,” Siler City Com-
missioner Chip Price 
(At-Large) said. “When 
I first came on the board 
he helped me avoid mak-
ing some silly mistakes. 
We often bounced ideas 
off each other. Larry 
always strived to do what 
was right for Siler City 
and all it’s citizens. Siler 
City and I have lost a true 
friend. He will be sorely 
missed.”

Dist. 4 Commissioner 
Bill Haiges also sought 
Cheek’s advice on 
issues.

“I had the honor of  
working with Commis-
sioner Cheek for the 
last six years and truly 
valued, and have always 
solicited, his opinions 
and advice,” he said. 
“He always approached 
a difficult decision by 
focusing on what out-
come would be the best 
for all the residents 
of  Siler City, not what 
would solely benefit his 
district. I’m a better per-
son for having known, 
and worked with him. 
The Town will truly feel 
his loss, as I will very 
personally.”

Lewis Fadely, who 
represents Dist. 5 on the 
town board, said it’s “a 
sad time” for he and his 
fellow commissioners, 
and for Siler City. He 
called Cheek “a wonder-
ful human being.”

“I had the pleasure 
of  serving with him for 
seven years,” Fadely 
said. “He was a humble 
man who led by exam-
ple. He led by serving, 
always placing the needs 
of  others ahead of  his 
own. He was truly a 
neighbor to all. I think 
that if  we all had a little 
more Larry Cheek in us, 
this world would be a 
better place. I will miss 
him.”

At-large Commissioner 
Cindy Bray described 
Cheek as “a good friend 
of  mine.”

Cheek cared deeply 
about Siler City and 
worked hard for its citi-
zens, she said. “I learned 

a lot from him while 
serving on the board,” 
Bray said. “I will truly 
miss him.”

Commissioner Tony 
Siler (District 1) fondly 
remembered his long-
time colleague on the 
board.

“Mayor Pro-Tem Cheek 
and I sit beside each other 
and served on the Board 
together for 17 years,” 
Siler said. “He loved the 
people of  Siler City and 
the community he rep-
resented. He loved what 
he was doing and will be 
greatly missed.” 

“Mayor Pro-Tem Cheek 
was such a valuable part 
of  the board and his 
leadership and guidance 
will be missed,” Siler 
City Town Manager Roy 
Lynch said. “He was 
highly respected by staff 
and it was always a plea-
sure to see his smiling 
face when he stopped by 
town hall. Many times, 
it was to say ‘hello’ and 
see if  there was anything 
he could do to assist. He 
was an advocate for the 
residents and always con-
cerned for the well being 
of  town staff.”

Former Town Manager 
Bryan Thompson, who 
serves as assistant Cha-
tham County manager, 
said he always respected 
and enjoyed Cheek’s 
“leadership and his love 
for our community. He’s 
someone you could look 
to for sound guidance and 
a clear vision.”

Chatham’s elected 
legislators also offered 
condolences.

“He was indeed a dedi-
cated and compassionate 
public servant,” Sen. 
Valerie Foushee posted 
on her Facebook page. 
“I am grateful for his 
leadership and his friend-
ship. I offer my sincerest 
condolences and deepest 
sympathy to his family, 
friends and colleagues. 
Praying for peace and 
comfort now and the days 
to come.”

“Mayor Pro Tem Larry 
Cheek was one of  my 
earliest supporters when 
I first ran for office,” Rep. 
Robert Reives II wrote on 
his Facebook page. “He 
was an amazing advocate 
for Siler City and helped 
move the town forward 
every day. But most of  all 
I remember his kindness. 
He really appreciated the 
honor that it was to serve 
as an elected official as 
much as anyone I’ve ever 
known. I cannot express 
how much I’m going to 
miss him.”

Grimes issued a 
Mayoral Proclamation 
honoring Cheek’s 17 years 
of  service, which noted 
that Cheek “earned the 
profound respect of  area 
residents representing all 
ages and walks of  life.” 
The town of  Pittsboro, at 
the request of  Pittsboro 
Commissioner and Mayor 
Pro-Tem Pamela Baldwin, 
was expected to issue 
a resolution honoring 
Cheek’s years of  service 
at its budget meeting on 
Tuesday.

At the Siler City 
Board of  Commission-
ers meeting on Monday, 
town attorney William 
Morgan told the board 
that his update for the 
week was for “the saddest 
of  reasons.” Morgan said 
that as state law requires 
the board to have a Mayor 
Pro-Tem, they needed to 
decide which member 
would take over the role 
for Cheek, who served 
in that capacity for more 
than a decade. The board 

chose Bray.
In addition, Morgan 

provided the board 
members initial guid-
ance from the UNC 
School of  Government 
on filling the vacant 
District 2 seat, held by 
Cheek for 17 years. Mor-
gan noted that “there’s 
no case law” that argues 
the board must fill the 
seat, but as Cheek still 
had three and a half  
years left in his term, it 
would be something he 
recommended. Haiges 
asked if  it would be 
possible to wait until 
after the 2020 Census 
is complete and the 
commissioner districts 
were re-drawn to fill the 
vacancy, which Morgan 
said he would research 
that, but reiterated 
that state law does not 
govern the time-frame 
within which a munic-
ipal vacancy should be 
filled.

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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A personal 
tribute to Larry 

Cheek from 
Mayor Grimes
BY JOHN GRIMES

Siler City Mayor

Our community has 
lost one of  its finest 
citizens in the passing 

of  Larry 
Cheek.

I have 
lost one 
of  the 
best 
friends 
I have 
ever been 
honored 

to have. Our communi-
ty will miss his steady 
hand, his wise counsel, 
his gifts as a peace-
maker and his kind, 
generous, gentle, and 
loving spirit. I know I 
will miss talking with 
him every day and 
hearing his voice and 
seeking his counsel on 
many matters, most 
often what was best for 
town government. 

Larry offered in-
valuable perspective 
and insight that I came 
to count on over the 
nearly two decades we 
served together. His 
family, his church, his 
friends and our town 
government will miss 
his wise, intelligent, 
prudent, and judicious 
approach. He was 
always thoroughly 

prepared at town board 
meetings, sensitive to 
concerns of  citizens, 
careful to weigh all 
options (particularly 
ones that might be 
considered prickly), 
mild-mannered in his 
approach, sensible, 
practical, diplomatic 
and discreet. He was 
a devoted family man, 
who lived a life of  integ-
rity, a highly respected 
public servant and a 
man of  God.

We owe a debt of  
gratitude to his many 
elders who mentored 
him from his youth 
into his adulthood for a 
life of  service and then 
shared with us this ex-
emplary, extraordinary 
human being. We are 
grateful he chose Siler 
City as the place to live 
his life, raise his family, 
and serve his church 
and community.  

It is for these reasons 
that at his passing I 
directed our town, in 
an unusual but well-de-
served tribute, the 
lowering of  flags on 
our town buildings to 
half-staff for a period of  
five days.

I have lost a great 
friend. Siler City has 
lost one of  her most 
favored sons.

Grimes

CHEEK
Continued from page A1

closed, our students were 
still expected to learn 
and continue with their 
schoolwork and activities. 
A growing child or teen-
ager cannot learn and 
grow without adequate 
nutrition. Our goal is to 
nourish the child’s body 
and mind so the student 
can be at his or her best to 
learn.”

At the beginning of  the 
pandemic, 46 percent of  
Chatham County’s public 
school students received 
free and reduced-priced 
meals, so there were 
already a number of  stu-
dents — around, 4,200, Öz-
kurt said — who were in 
regular need of  food. The 
district could also make 
money to operate the food 
nutrition program from 
what she termed “supple-
mental sales,” other stu-
dents and faculty buying 
breakfast and lunch from 
cafeterias. 

But the meal distribu-

tion set-up didn’t bring in 
the same revenue. 

“Our district has 
lost revenue from our 
supplemental sales,” she 
said. “We are not feed-
ing the same number 
of  students and faculty 
we would under normal 
conditions.”

The situation is not 
unique to Chatham Coun-
ty Schools. In May, the 
School Nutrition Associ-
ation, a nonprofit group 
that represents school 
nutrition personnel, 
reported that 68 percent 
of  school meal program 
directors said they were 
“anticipat(ing) a financial 
loss” and 23 percent were 
“uncertain about finan-
cial losses.” Nearly 1,900 
school districts nation-
wide were represented in 
the survey.

“As schools closed their 
doors, school nutrition 
professionals quickly 
transitioned from cafe-
teria service to curbside 
pickup, and have contin-
ued serving on the front-
lines to ensure hungry 
students have access to 

healthy meals during 
COVID-19 closures,” SNA 
President Gay Anderson 
said in a press release 
accompanying the survey 
results. “Despite these 
tireless efforts, school 
meal programs nation-
wide are experiencing 
crippling financial losses 
that could impede efforts 
to serve students next 
year.”

CCS has discussed 
this reality during the 
pandemic. At an April 
meeting of  the Chatham 
County Board of  Edu-
cation, Özkurt said the 
district would lose money 
from this effort, some-
thing Superintendent 
Derrick Jordan re-em-
phasized.

“You are in (school 
nutrition) to try and make 
money, keep it solvent,” 
Jordan said. “We cer-
tainly will lose money as 
a result of  this. We are 
appreciative of  the efforts, 
both at the state and na-
tional level, to soften the 
decrease that our district, 
along with many others 
across the country, will 

experience.”
Both federal- and 

state-level efforts have 
been made to direct 
funds to school nutri-
tion programs. The N.C. 
General Assembly passed 
a bill last month to direct 
$75 million to the state’s 
Dept. of  Public Instruc-
tion “for school nutrition 
services provided in 
response to COVID-19 by 
public school units.” And 
the SNA said the latest 
COVID-19 relief  bill, the 
HEROES Act (which just 
passed the U.S. House), 
would direct $3 billion 
in federal emergency 
funding “to help child 
nutrition programs cover 
costs associated with 
COVID-19 school clo-
sures.”

How much of  that fund-
ing will fall to Chatham 
County is not clear, but 
the district has said it will 
continue to serve meals 
throughout the summer, 
even though money is not 
being made.

Özkurt said that be-
ginning June 15, meals 
will be offered Monday 

through Thursday at 
five schools across the 
county, with separate 
meals for Fridays offered 
on Thursdays as well. 
Additionally, bus routes 
for meal distribution will 
continue through August 
7.

The important piece, 
Özkurt said, is getting 
“nutritious and healthy 
meals” to those who need 
them in Chatham County, 
and a recent report from 
the nonprofit NC Child 
shows that those meals 
are crucial, particularly 
for children. According to 
data released last week, 
42 percent of  Chatham 
County children live in 
families who “struggl(ed) 
with poverty before the 
pandemic struck,” and 19 
percent “lived in families 
that struggled to put nu-
tritious food on the table.”

NC Child said in the 
report that nearly 30 
percent of  children were 
in families considered 
“food insecure” prior 
to COVID-19 in Tyrell, 
Scotland, Washington and 
Robeson counties. 

Özkurt said that the 
district may rework how 
child nutrition services 
work during the next 
school year, while “taking 
into account many factors 
and recommendations 
from the state and local 
government to do it in the 
safest way possible for 
our students and staff.” 
But in the meantime, she 
said, they’re focused on 
continuing to provide 
food during the pandemic. 
She cited working with 
nonprofits and other 
agencies in the county 
to make distribution 
possible.

“Food security is a 
community collabora-
tion,” Özkurt said. “It is 
very important to build 
relationships with other 
outside agencies and non-
profits to reduce barriers 
to food access for our stu-
dents anytime throughout 
the year.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.
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Siler City Commissioner and Mayor Pro-Tem Larry 
Cheek died last week at the age of 71. He served 
on the town’s board for 17 years.
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policies, its music and 
literature, its manners 
and myths, even the iced 
tea that washes down its 
catfish and cornbread.”

He is a former chair-
man of  the National 
Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

He also served as the 
founding director of  the 
Center for the Study of  
Southern Culture at the 
University of  Mississippi, 
where he was a faculty 
member for 18 years. 

He is senior director 
emeritus of  the Center for 
the Study of  the Ameri-
can South in Chapel Hill, 
and is an adjunct profes-
sor emeritus in UNC’s 
folklore curriculum.

He also happens to be a 
Grammy winner.

In 2018, Ferris’ decades 
of  work in the arena of  
southern studies was 
capped by the release of  a 
career-spanning collec-
tion of  his field record-
ings, “Voices of  Mississip-
pi: Artists and Musicians 
Documented by William 
Ferris,” released by At-
lanta-based record label 
Dust-to-Digital. The box 
set — and its accompa-
nying book — won Ferris 
two Grammy Awards last 
year.

An ‘eccentric interest’

But when Ferris first 
took a notion as a young 
man growing up on a 
cotton, soybean and 
cattle farm in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, to begin 
documenting the cul-
ture surrounding him, 
there were no academic 
courses devoted to the 
study of  the South, and 
few role models and 
resources to which he 
could turn.

“I really started this 
work almost from birth,” 
he said, “in the sense 
that I was born on a 
farm in Mississippi and 
grew up surrounded by 
storytellers and music. 
I used to go to a little 
black church every first 
Sunday and learn the 
spirituals and hymns. 
I had no idea that that 
part of  my world, which 
was so important, was 
something I would end 
up studying and teach-
ing.”

“I had been doing 
recordings on the farm 
where I grew up,” Fer-
ris said, “just because 
when I went to church 
as a young child, I loved 
the music. And as I 
grew older, I realized 
there were no hymnals 
in the church and when 
the families were no 
longer there, the music 
would disappear. So 
that was the impetus to 
record and photograph, 
and later film, the 
services. I didn’t know 
there was any value 
to that and my family 
thought it was sort of  
an eccentric interest 
that wouldn’t lead any-
where.”

Whether eying a future 
in the work or not, Ferris 
persisted.

“The study of  the 
south, I just did it because 
I loved the work,” he said. 

“I didn’t think of  it as 
work. It was just some-
thing I wanted to do. But 
it was only much later, re-
ally, when I was teaching 
at Yale and I was offered 
a position as director — 
the first director of  the 
Center to Study Southern 
Culture at the University 
of  Mississippi — that I 
began to try to envision 
my own work in relation 
to the American South 
in a more sort of  focused 
way.”

“I’d always been a 
Southerner and my rela-
tionship with the region 
was a very important 
part of  my development, 
both living in the South 
and living outside of  it 
as a student, and later 
teaching at Yale,” he said. 
“When I went to Oxford to 
develop the Center, I be-
gan to try to see my own 
work in relation to the 
study of  the South and a 
field that never existed 
before called Southern 
Studies.”

As a young folklorist, 
Ferris “would have loved 
to have been able to do a 
degree in Southern Stud-
ies,” he said, “to work 
with people in the fields 
of  history and literature 
and music and religion, 
which now is possible and 
encouraged. But all that 
had to be sort of  articu-
lated and developed over 
time.”

‘The dean of it all’

After attending public 
schools in his hometown 
of  Vicksburg, Ferris left 
Mississippi to continue 
his education at Brooks 
School in North Andover, 
Mass and later studied at 
Davidson College in Da-
vidson, where he earned 
a B.A. degree in English 
Literature.

While no courses 
existed in the precise 
field of  study Ferris 
had, on his own, been 
pursuing, as a student at 
Davidson, Ferris discov-
ered the work of  Alan 
Lomax, the pioneering 
ethnomusicolagist, born 
in 1915, who captured 
field recordings of  

folk music and folk 
musicians. Lomax had 
recorded thousands of  
songs — by scores of  
unknown artists as well 
as the likes of  folk musi-
cian Woody Guthrie and 
blues musician Huddie 
William “Lead Belly” 
Ledbetter — which were 
preserved at the Library 
of  Congress. Lomax also 
complied a book, “Folk 
Songs of  North Ameri-
ca,” devoted to the pres-
ervation of  folk music.

Ferris said Lomax, 
whom he later befriend-
ed, was “the dean of  
it all. He was there 
recording before anyone 
else. To me, he was a 
role model and inspira-
tion.”

Lomax’s book, con-
taining the lyrics and 
music of  songs such as 
“John Henry” and “Dar-
lin’ Corey,” was likewise 
“sort of  our Bible,” 
Ferris said.

“When I stumbled on 
those Lomax recordings 
[while at Davidson] and 
I realized some of  them 
were done in Missis-
sippi and were kind 
of  similar to what I’d 
been doing, that kind of  
validated my own work 
in my mind. Later I got 
to know Alan. He was a 
friend. He came to Yale 
and spoke to my stu-
dents.”

‘Sense of place’

At UNC, where Ferris 
joined the faculty in 2002, 
students pursuing South-
ern Studies are “doing 
incredible work,” Ferris 
said. 

“There are a lot of  stu-
dents that are marching 
to different drummers 
and, as in my case, when 
they find folklore it’s 
like a lifeline,” Ferris 
said.

But why is the work of  
documenting and pre-
serving folklore and folk 
life important?

“What is important 
about the work,” said 
Ferris, “is it goes to 
the heart and soul of  
people and the places 
where they live. Music 

and stories are as old as 
the human experience 
on the planet and they 
ground us in what I call 
‘sense of  place.’ We live 
in the Piedmont and 
that is where bluegrass 
was forged. Look at 
Earl Scruggs and some 
of  the other musicians; 
the music of  the Missis-
sippi Delta, the blues; 
jazz and New Orleans; 
country music and 
places like Nashville. 
What the folklorist does 
is peel that onion and 
try to understand what 
is it about that song, or 
that music, that is a key 
to opening the door of  
places and the lives of  
people.”

Those people range 
from “very famous mu-
sicians like B.B. King,” 
Ferris said, to “totally 
unknown artists like 
prison inmates. They all 
have a common thread 
in their life, which is the 
stories and music that 
shaped them. And it’s 
something we all identify 
with.”

‘Turned my life upside 
down’

“Voices of  Mississip-
pi,” the three-CD set 
(two discs of  blues and 
gospel recordings and a 
third disc of  interviews 
and storytelling) and 
accompanying 120-page 
hardcover book edited 
by Ferris, was released 
to much acclaim in late 
2018. Among the cham-
pions of  the work were 
the late producer and 
composer Quincy Jones, 
who said the set “taps 
into the rich world of  
southern musicians, sto-
rytellers, and writers. 
Their beautiful voices 
touched my heart. Bill 
Ferris is a profound his-
torian. I am his biggest 
fan!”

Last February, the 
set won Ferris two 2019 
Grammy Awards: Best 
Historical Album and 
Best Liner Notes.

“I had no idea how 
important a Grammy 
Award was until I was 
nominated for one,” 

Ferris said. “People told 
me, ‘You don’t even have 
to win.’ Just having the 
nominations puts that 
word beside your name 
for the rest of  time. We 
won two for ‘Voices of  
Mississippi.’ And that 
has turned my life upside 
down.”

Since the wins, “Voic-
es of  Mississippi” has 
spawned several off-shoot 
projects that continue to 
keep the veteran folklor-
ist busy.

“We have a musical 
production slated next 
February for Lincoln 
Center in New York that 
features Mississippi 
musicians, some of  whom 
are related to the artists I 
worked with,” he said. 

He’s also working on a 
theatrical production in-
spired by the box set that 
the Playmakers Reper-
tory Company in Chapel 
Hill will launch.

And the box set itself  
continues to be successful 
itself.

“The project has been 
reviewed literally all 
over the world,” he said, 
“and really went beyond 
anything I ever imagined 
possible with recordings 
by artists who are mostly 
totally unknown. But 
now they are known and 
they’re preserved for the 
rest of  time because of  
those awards.”

But what excites Ferris 
most about the project, 
he said, is the 150-page 
book packaged with the 
music.

“I see this material as 
oral literature,” he said, 
“and you can now teach 
the poetry of  the blues, 
of  the gospel music, and 
look at the stories and 
literature that is the 
foundation for the great 
writers of  Southern 
literature, like [Wil-
liam] Faulkner, Richard 
Wright, Thomas Wolfe, 
who built and anchored 
their own literary voices 
on the oral tradition. It 
was part of  their child-
hood.”

‘The more things 
change...’

UNC Chancellor 
Kevin M. Guskiewicz, in 
announcing that Ferris 
would deliver the Uni-
versity’s 2019 Winter 
Commencement ad-
dress, said, “Bill Ferris 
personifies Carolina’s 
culture of  collabora-
tion, bringing together 
anthropology, history, 
the arts, Southern 
studies, African Amer-
ican music and folklore 
to showcase narratives 
that have long been ig-
nored, preserve history 
that some would prefer 
forgotten and in the 
process reveal tradi-
tions and stories that 
break down barriers 
between us.”

“I Am A Man,” A col-
lection of  Ferris’ photo-
graphs of  the Civil Rights 
movement, taken between 
1960 and 1970, will be pub-
lished by the University 
Press of  Mississippi early 
next year.

“Sadly,” Ferris said, 
“the French have a phrase 
— Plus ca change, plus 
c’est la meme chose — 
‘the more things change, 
the more they stay the 
same.’ The issues that I 

wrestled with as a young 
person — of  race and 
segregation and violence 
that appear throughout 
the box set in music and 
stories — are sadly still 
very much a part of  our 
life. They were often 
associated with Missis-
sippi and the South in my 
lifetime. But today, it’s all 
over the country. One of  
the people I interviewed 
in the Delta said, ‘You 
know, in Mississippi they 
have a season for hunting 
duck and deer and quail, 
but for black people, it’s 
open season all year long. 
You can kill them any-
time, and it’s legal.’”

“That sounds,” he said, 
“like harsh language 
focused on the state of  
Mississippi. But as we 
see today, it’s all over the 
nation, especially when 
young black men are 
killed, most recently for 
jogging while black. It’s 
just horrific. And this 
collection, in many ways, 
is a way of  understanding 
the tragic flaw of  race and 
racism in our nation, in 
our region, our state. You 
can make it as local as 
you want, or as broad as 
you want, but the issues 
that are dealt with in this 
music and the stories are 
very much alive and well 
today.”

“We thought Rev. King 
and the Civil Rights 
movement was moving 
us out of  all that,” Ferris 
said. “The election of  
Barack Obama, they 
said, put us in a ‘post 
racial era,’ where race 
was no longer the driv-
ing force. But it seems 
almost as if  it’s gone 
the other way. So I feel 
like it’s, again, one more 
reason to understand 
the connections in the 
human voice. The songs 
and stories chronicle 
issues that are central 
to our experiences today 
and probably will be 
with us for many more 
generations.”

‘A powerhouse’

Tommy Edwards, the 
well-known Pittsboro 
bluegrass musician and 
founding member of  
The Bluegrass Experi-
ence, met Ferris when 
Ferris joined the faculty 
at UNC in 2002, intro-
duced by their mutual 
friend, author John 
Shelton Reed. 

Reed brought Ferris 
with him to Siler City 
one weekend to hear the 
Bluegrass Experience 
and Reed and Ferris end-
ed up joining the band 
on stage to help sing a 
few songs, Edwards re-
called. The two became 
friends and Edwards 
spoke — and played gui-
tar, banjo and mandolin 
— for Ferris’ students a 
few times.

“He’s just a great 
guy,” Edwards said 
of  his friend. “What 
a cheerleader for folk 
music and traditional 
music and tradition-
al arts like pottery. 
He’s such a warm and 
gregarious and knowl-
edgeable person. One of  
the things he did that’s 
so important was going 
back to Mississippi and 
the Delta and finding 
those old blues musi-
cians and interview-
ing them, taking their 
pictures and recording 
their music and preserv-
ing what they’ve done, 
because a lot of  them 
weren’t recording stars 
or people who had a lot 
of  their music available 
to the public. I think it’s 
helped bridge some of  
the racial divide by him 
going to the musicians 
— most of  whom were 
black — and getting 
their music and their 
stories out so people 
could see what they had 
been through and what 
they had to do to be able 
to make music.”

“Voices of  Mississip-
pi” is important, too, 
Ferris said, in that it 
“connects the dots” 
of  his expansive ca-
reer, presenting “the 
whole American South 
through the lens of  
these voices, some of  
whom are highly edu-
cated literary figures, 
painters, others who 
are coming exclusively 
out of  the oral tradi-
tion of  the work camps, 
penitentiaries, the mule 
traders calling horses 
and mules. It’s a taste 
of  everything. I just 
keep digging in the 
same garden year after 
year, and it’s a very rich 
garden.”

Randall Rigsbee can be 
reached at rigsbee@cha-
thamnr.com.
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Submitted photo

The Grammy-winning multimedia set ‘Voices of Mississippi: Artists and 
Musicians Documented by William Ferris,’ contains music, stories and 
interviews compiled by the Southern folklore expert from a large archive of 
material Ferris created and donated to the Southern Folklife Collection at 
the Wilson Special Collections Library in Chapel Hill. 

32 Powell Place Lane, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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OBITUARIES

FAYE BULLIS MORGAN
Faye Bullis Morgan, 83, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 
Westfield Rehabilitation and 
Health Center.

A graveside service was held 
on Sunday, May 31, 2020 at 3 
p.m. at Buffalo Cemetery with 
Rev. Andy Foley officiating.

Faye was born in Lee County 
on September 18, 1936 to the 
late Conrad and Lillian Maddox 
Bullis. In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Clyde Morgan; 
her brother, LeVaughn Bullis 
and sister, Luretia Loving.

In lieu of  flowers consider 
donations in Faye’s memory to 
Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren, 2900 N. Rocky Point Dr., 
Tampa, FL 33607 and/or CARA, 
42 Deep River Road, Sanford, 
NC 27330 or a charity of  one’s 
choice.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com .

DIANE WHITE WINSTEAD
Diane White Winstead, 65, of  

Siler City died Saturday, May 
23, 2020 at Genesis Healthcare.

A private graveside service 
was held Thursday, May 28, 
2020 at 1 p.m. at Oakwood Cem-
etery in Siler City with Dr. Clay 
Waters officiating. 

Mrs. Winstead was born July 
3, 1954 in Chatham County, the 
daughter of  Henry T. and Irene 
Smith White. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and a 
brother, Henry Earle White. 
She was a Jordan-Matthews 
graduate and attended Shaw 
University. Mrs. Winstead was 
an elementary teacher assis-
tant and a member of  Gray-
stone Church in Durham. 

She is survived by her 
husband of  20 years, Joseph 
B. Winstead of  Durham; and 
one sister, Susan White of  Siler 
City. 

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

JOSEPH W. WALKER, JR.
Pittsboro - Joseph W. “Joe” 

Walker, Jr., 92, passed away Fri-
day, May 29, 2020 at his home. 

A service to celebrate Joe’s 
life was held Wednesday, June 
3, 2020 at 11 a.m. at the Kenly 
Cemetery. The family received 
friends following the service at 
the cemetery.

Born in Wake County on 
May 17, 1928, he was the son of  
the late Joseph, Sr. and Hattie 
Walker. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death 
by his wife, Georgia Lee Hooks 
Walker.

Joe is survived by his 
children, Robert Walker, Joey 
Walker, III, Margie Walker; 
several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Online condolences may be 
sent to: www.kenlyfs.com .

BARBARA JEAN 
(DORSETT) SWANN

Barbara Jean Dorsett 
Swann, 77, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Sunday, May 31, 2020 
at Cape Fear Valley Medical 
Center.

Services entrusted to 
Knotts & Son Funeral Home, 
Sanford. 

SHEILA GAYLE 
LEE-BURTON

Sheila Gayle Lee-Burton, 59, 
of  Asheboro, formerly of  Siler 
City, passed away on Friday, 
May 29, 2020 at Moses Cone 
Hospital in Greensboro. 

Graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, June 2, 2020 
at Unity Powerhouse Church 
cemetery, with Pastor Cedric 
Lee officiating. 

Sheila was born to the late 
James and Josephine Lee, 
attended Jordan-Matthews 
High School, and worked for 
Wal-Greens. She was preceded 
in death by a daughter, Tasha 
Ford and brother, Elder Gary 
Dennis Lee. 

Survivors include daugh-
ters, Kimberly Lee, Moketta 
Ford; son, James Markus Ford; 
13 grandchildren and one 
great-grandson; sisters, Mar-
ilyn Bowden, Robin Lee, both 
of  Siler City, Mary Hemphill of  
Clemmons, Sylvia Lee of  Win-
ston-Salem; brothers, James 
Lee, Norris Lee, Stevie Lee, all 
of  Siler City, and Stanley Lee of  
Asheboro.

DOROTHY PATTERSON 
THOMAS

Dorothy Patterson Thomas, 
94, of  Broadway, passed away 
on Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 
Parkview Retirement Center in 
Sanford.

Graveside services were held 
on Sunday, May 31, 2020 at 3 p.m. 
at the Broadway Town Ceme-
tery with Rev. Tom Lee and Dr. 
Larry Pittman officiating.

She was born in Harnett 
County, daughter of  the late 
Sherad Wesley and Mae Pris-
cilla Gilchrist Patterson. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband, J. Floyd 
Thomas,  her son, Tommy 
Thomas, one granddaughter 
and siblings, Troy Patterson, 
Hildreth Dull, Verla Parsons, 
Alberta Dull and Bea Wilkie. 
Dorothy was a member of  
Broadway Baptist Church and 
had worked for Dupont.

Surviving is her daughter, 
Susan T. Thomas of  Broadway; 
sons, Ronnie Thomas and Steve 
Thomas, both of  Broadway, six 
grandchildren, one step-grand-
son, five great grandchil-
dren, two step-great-grand-
children, and three step 
great-great-grandchildren.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com .

BRYAN KEITH GRAHAM
Bryan Keith Graham, 55, of  

Pittsboro, died on Thursday, 
May 28, 2020 at UNC Hospitals.

A graveside service was held 
Monday, June 1, 2020 at 11 a.m. 
at Hanks Chapel United Church 
of  Christ with Rev. Ray Gooch, 
Rev. Sara Beth Pannell and Rev. 
Evan Harrison presiding.  

Keith was born in Orange 
County on November 14, 1964 to 
the late George and Jessie Lee 
Petty Graham. 

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks for memorial contribu-
tions to be made in Keith’s 
memory to Pittsboro Memorial 
Library, 197 NC Highway 87 N, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Condolences may be made 
at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

JESSE D. “BUB” BRADY
Jesse Darrell “Bub” Brady, 

74, of  Bennett, died Saturday, 
May 30, 2020 at Moses H. Cone 
Memorial Hospital in Greens-
boro.

A private family funeral 
service was held at 3 p.m., Tues-
day, June 2, 2020, at Fall Creek 
Baptist Church, where he was 
a member, with Pastor Edwin 
Moore and Pastor Mike Wilkie 
officiating. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery.

Jesse was born in Randolph 
County and graduated from 
Bennett High School. He be-
came co-owner of  Brady Lum-
ber Company in Coleridge and 
continued there for 36 years. 
After retirement, he worked 
for the City of  Asheboro ABC 
store. Jesse was preceded in 
death by his parents, Russell 
Homer and Lucy Gatlin Brady, 
and brothers, Vernon Brady, 
and Raeford Brady.

Survivors include his wife, 
Tina Phillips Brady of  the 
home; son, Rodney B. Brady of  
Bear Creek; two grandchildren; 
sisters, Linda Faye Wright of  
Asheboro, Dianne Pierce of  
Seagrove, Grace Ritter of  Ashe-
boro, Kaye Durham of  Ashe-
boro; brothers, Odell Brady 
of  Ramseur, Roland “Butch”  
Brady of  Asheboro, Ronnie 
Brady of  Bennett, Jerry Brady 
of  Seagrove, and Kenny Brady 
of  Ramseur.

Condolences may be made 
online at: www.loflinfunerals-
ervice.com .

Memorials may be made to 
the American Heart Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 5216, Glen Allen, 
VA 23058-5216.

LEWIS MITCHELL 
WALKER 

Lewis Mitchell Walker, 77, 
of  Lee County, passed away on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at Cen-
tral Carolina Hospital. 

Funeral services were held 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 30, 
2020 at Knotts Funeral Home 
in Sanford, with burial follow-
ing in Lee Memory Garden.

RENDA LEE MCRAE 
Renda Lee McRae, 70, of  San-

ford passed away Monday, May 
25, 2020 at Siler City Center. 

Graveside services were held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 30, 2020 
at Lee Memory Garden.

MARIE CATHERINE 
MCLAUGHLIN

Mrs. Marie Catherine 
McLaughlin, 84, formerly of  
Robbins, passed away Wednes-
day, May 27, 2020 at Maple 
Grove Nursing Rehabilitation 
in Greensboro.

Graveside service was held at 
2 p.m. Sunday, May 30, 2020 at 
New Bensalem Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Robbins. 

JESUS CAMPOS
Jesus Campos, 67, of  Siler 

City, passed away Saturday, 
May 23, 2020 at UNC Hospital, 
Chapel Hill.

Visitation was held Saturday, 
May 30 at Knotts Funeral Home 
in Chapel Hill. 

RAFAEL ESPINOZA 
GOMEZ

Rafael Espinoza Gomez, 71, 
of  Broadway, passed away on 
Sunday, May 24, 2020 at UNC 
Hospitals in Chapel Hill. 

Visitation was held Sunday, 
May 31, 2020 at Knotts Funeral 
Home in Sanford. 

WILLIS ANNE GOLDSTON 
Willis Anne Goldston, 79, 

passed away Wednesday, 
May 27, 2020 at Siler City 
Center. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
& Son Funeral Home, Siler 
City. 

MRS. LACY WILLIAMS 
Mrs. Lacy Williams, 83, of  

Siler City passed away Satur-
day, May 30, 2020 at Siler City 
Center.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
& Son Funeral Home, Siler City. 

ROBERT HEADEN
Robert Headen, 80, of  Siler 

City, passed away Friday, May 
29, 2020 at Cone Health Valley 
Campus in Greensboro. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
& Son Funeral Home, Siler 
City. 

JIMMY GRANT TAYLOR
Jimmy Grant Taylor, 67, of  

Jackson Spring, passed away 
Friday, May 29, 2020 at First 
Health Hospice Care, West 
End.

Services entrusted to 
Knotts & Son Funeral Home, 
Sanford. 

JAMES LARRY CHEEK 
James Larry Cheek, age 71, of  Siler 

City died Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 
UNC Hospice, Pittsboro. 

Mr. Cheek was born June 8, 1948 
in Chatham County, NC, the son of  
James Henry and Louise Matthews 
Cheek. 

Mr. Cheek was a member of  
Corinth AME Zion Church where he 
served as Chairman of  the Board of  
Trustees, member of  the Landrus 
Siler Sunday School Class, and a past 
Treasurer, a member of  the Mission-
ary Society, and the Lay Council. He 
also served as an Usher and on the 

Scholarship Committee. Larry was the present Mayor Pro-
Tem and a Siler City Commissioner in his 5th term in District 
2. He was a member of  the Masons - Light of  the World #711 
where he served as a Past Master from 1983-1984. He also 
served as the treasurer and in many other offices. Larry 
retired in 2010 as a utility technician from CP&L, Progress 
Energy, and Duke Energy. He  had previously worked with 
Western Electric for five years in Burlington. He attended 
NC A&T State University in Greensboro and the NC School 
of  Automation. During his spare time, he enjoyed cleaning 
his vehicle and mowing the lawn, or any activity he could do 
outside. 

He is survived by his wife of  50 years, Alphia Alston Cheek; 
daughter,: Lecia Cheek Marsh and husband Kenneth of  
Greensboro, NC; brother, Rodney Cheek and wife Tonya of  
Marietta, GA; granddaughter, Courtney Marsh of  Charlotte, 
NC; grandson, Trevor Marsh of  Greensboro, NC; nephews: 
Matthew Cheek and wife, Hollie of  Nashville, TN, and Jeffrey 
Cheek of  Atlanta, GA. 

He laid in repose Saturday, May 30, 2020 from 1 to 6 p.m. at 
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, NC.  

The funeral was held Sunday, May 31, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. at 
Corinth AME Zion Church, 491 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, 
Siler City with Rev. Verlon Anderson officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Chatham Memorial Park, Siler City. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Corinth AME 
Zion Church, PO Box 441, Siler City. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Cheek 
family. 

Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com .
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MARIE BOONE (CLEGG) JOHNSON

September 9, 1932 - May 25, 2020
After a long battle with complica-

tions from multiple strokes, Marie 
Boone (Clegg) Johnson, 87, passed 
away May 25, 2020.

She resided at Autumn Care of  
Myrtle Grove Nursing Home. She was 
born September 9, 1932 in Chatham 
County to Jarvis Boone and Mozelle 
Bryan. She is survived by her daugh-
ter Donna Blackburn, and son-in-law 
Mark Blackburn, of  New Hanover 
County; two grandchildren, Matt 

Blackburn and his spouse Mandy, Jenna Phillips and her 
spouse Kyle, all residing in New Hanover County; also, her 
brothers, Lewis Boone of  Wake County and Atlas Boone of  
Chatham County, and the apples of  her eyes, seven beautiful 
great grandchildren. Lyza, Sam, Colton, Lucas, Riggin, Scar-
lett, and Knox.

Marie was married to Hoyt Clegg, father of  Donna Black-
burn, for many years until his passing. 

Marie had an administrative assistant associate degree, 
and for many years worked as a secretary for UNC Chapel 
Hill. She was an avid church goer and long-term member 
of  Chatham United Methodist, Pittsboro, and Sapling Ridge 
UMC, Siler City. Her passion was cooking for her family, and 
preparing meals for members of  her community that were 
sick or in need. There was no question, she enjoyed cutting 
a rug square dancing on a Saturday night, but was always 
singing in the choir at church on Sunday.

A private interment will be held.
Share memories and condolences with family by visiting: 

wilmingtoncares.com . 
Wilmington Funeral &amp Cremation, 1535 S. 41st Street, 

Wilmington, NC 28403, 910.791.9099.

MICHAEL “MIKE” RAY KIDD 
Michael “Mike” Ray Kidd, 63, of  

Pittsboro, went home to be with Jesus 
on Thursday, May 28, 2020.

He was born in Chatham County 
on August 7, 1956. He was a member 
of  Emmaus Baptist Church. Mike’s 
radiant smile and open heart greeted 
you as you entered the doors of  Gum 
Springs Garage, the family business. 
Being a Sthil dealer, allowed him 
to meet many customers who then 
became life-long friends. When he 
wasn’t working at the shop, he was 
offering his services to anyone in 
need. Mike was known as the person 
who would give you the shirt off his 

back.
He was an avid NASCAR fan, with Mark Martin being 

his favorite driver. His favorite place to travel was Jamaica, 
where the resort employees knew him by name and looked 
forward to his regular visits.

Mike loved his grandchildren with all his heart. He enjoyed 
sharing his love of  the outdoors with them, by taking them 
fishing, for a ride on his Massey Ferguson tractor, John 
Deere Gator, and skid steer loader.

He is preceded in death by his son, Travis Kidd and broth-
er, Darrell Kidd.

He is survived by his parents, Roy and Alice Kidd of  Pitts-
boro, daughter, Rebecca Kidd Punch and husband Joshua; 
grandchildren, Cheyenne, Makenzie, Montgomery, and 
Catherynne of  Clayton; brothers, Roy, Jr. (Evelyn), Roger, 
Randy (Juli); sister, Sandra Strowd (Bob), and sister-in-law, 
Bonnie Kidd, all of  Pittsboro. Mike loved his many nieces and 
nephews, great-nieces and nephews, and best friend, Debbie 
Seaton and her daughter, Haley.

The service was held Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 11 a.m. at 
Emmaus Baptist Church Gymnasium, 2430 Silk Hope Gum 
Springs Rd, Pittsboro, NC, 27312. Wearing a mask was at your 
discretion. Alternatively, you were able to listen to the ser-
vice from your vehicle’s radio, 88.3 FM, in the church parking 
lot.

In lieu of  flowers, a Memorial Fund has been established at 
the NC State Employees Credit Union in the name of  Lau-
ren Rebecca Kidd Punch to assist with medical and funeral 
expenses.

Condolences may be made at: www.donaldsonfunerals.com 
.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 
the Kidd Family.

THURMAN BURKE
Harold Thurman Burke, age 81, of  

Bear Creek passed away on Friday, 
May 29, 2020 at his home. 

Mr. Burke was born November 
23, 1938 to George C. and Rosa 
Stout Burke. Thurman was a 
gentle, humble, loving Christian 
husband, father, and grandfather 
who always put others needs first. 
He was a member at Sandy Branch 
Baptist Church where he served as 
a deacon, assistant Sunday school 
director, Sunday school teacher, 
cemetery and grounds commit-
tee and more. Thurman proudly 

served in the United States Army stationed in Berlin, 
Germany and was a qualified sharpshooter. Once home, 
he went to work and retired from the Department of  
Transportation after 28 years of  service. In addition to 
his parents, Thurman is preceded in death by his sib-
lings, Sarah Margaret Dunn, Reberta Phillips, Stout 
Burke and Raeford Burke.

He is survived by his wife of  60 years, Emma Jean Cal-
licutt Burke of  the home; sons, Stephen Douglas Burke 
and wife Lynda of  Bear Creek, Joseph Harold Burke and 
fiancé Tiffany Roberts of  Bear Creek; grandchildren, 
Shelton Burke, Chance Burke, Emma Burke; adoptive 
granddaughter, Scarlett Rutter; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Thurman laid in state at Sandy Branch Baptist Church, 
715 Sandy Branch Church Road, Bear Creek, on Tuesday, 
June 2, 2020 from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. The funeral service fol-
lowed at 3 p.m. with Rev. Marc Sanders and Rev. Jay Smoot 
officiating. Burial was in the Sandy Branch Baptist Church 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made in Thurman’s 
honor to Sandy Branch Baptist Church, 715 Sandy Branch 
Church Road, Bear Creek, NC 27207. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, masks were recommended 
and seating in the sanctuary will be limited. The service was 
broadcast outside for everyone to hear. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is proudly serving the 
Burke Family. 

Remembrances and online condolences may be made at: 
www.pughfuneralhome.com .
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3 Chatham Girl Scouts named local top 
sellers for 2020 Girl Scout Cookie Program

BY RANDALL RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

Every winter, during a seven-week 
window between January and March, 
the Girl Scout Cookie Program gets un-
derway and thousands of  boxes of  the 
popular sweet treats — from Thin Mints 
to Caramel deLites — exchange hands.

“The Girl Scout Cookie Program 
is the perfect opportunity for girls to 
develop important skills that they will 
use throughout their life while raising 
funds to support future leadership 
endeavors with Girl Scouts,” said Kelly 
Griffin, the product sales director for 
Girl Scouts – North Carolina Coastal 
Pines, a region that includes Chatham 
County.

“All of  the girls that participated 
in the 2020 program made their own 
unique contribution,” added Griffin, 
“making them entrepreneurs in the 
largest girl-led business in the world, 
and we could not be prouder of  them. 
We are excited to honor and celebrate 
the leaders of  this year’s Girl Scout 
Cookie Program.”

Those leaders include three local Girl 
Scouts whose combined efforts during 
this year’s sales window — from Janu-
ary 11 through March 1 — realized sales 
totaling 2,567 boxes of  cookies, making 
them the top-selling Scouts in Chatham 

County.
Judith White of  Chapel Hill is Cha-

tham County’s top seller, with 1,038 
boxes of  Girl Scout cookies sold.

Kameron Gooch-Degraffenreidt of  
Siler City achieved the second highest 
number of  sales, with 776 boxes sold.

Mariah Pedrotty of  Pittsboro placed 
third with 753 boxes sold. 

Joining the Chatham County Girl 
Scouts, the regional council’s top sellers 
were Chloe Huggler of  Wake County 
(5,005 boxes); Allison Bundle of  Onslow 
County (4,826 boxes); and Taryn Brooks 
of  Harnett County (4,600 boxes).

“I have been selling cookies since I 
was a Girl Scout Daisy and have learned 
customer service, public speaking, 
sales, goal setting, marketing, keeping 
inventory, banking and money manage-
ment, and that you can reach your goals 
with a lot of  hard work,” said Huggler, 
the council’s top seller. “The proceeds 
from cookie sales are helping me to 
pay my own way on a Girl Scout trip to 
Scotland and Ireland in 2021.”

Girl Scouts – North Carolina Coast-
al Pines — a region encompassing 41 
central and eastern North Carolina 
counties and engaging more than 26,000 
girls and 9,000 adult volunteers — sold 
more than 3 million boxes of  cookies 
with approximately 11,000 Girl Scouts 
participating in the 2020 program.

According to Dana Erickson, a public 
relations official with the Coastal Pines 
program, more than 2,300 girls sold 
more than 400 boxes of  cookies each 
and 350 girls sold more than 1,000 boxes 
each. Council-wide, the average number 
of  boxes sold per girl was 282. National-
ly, the average number of  boxes sold by 
Girl Scouts is approximately 165.

This year, the council exceeded its 
Operation Cookie Drop goal by col-
lecting donations to send more than 
104,000 boxes of  cookies to U.S. military 
personnel, culminating in more than 
a million boxes delivered through this 

council-wide service project since its 
inception in 2005. 

Participating in the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is “a long-held and cherished 
tradition for girls, with recognition as 
a top cookie seller a coveted honor,” 
according to a Girl Scouts press release. 
“Being named a top seller goes beyond 
what’s in the box as it highlights a girl’s 
determination to set and achieve goals, 
develop business and financial literacy 
skills, and enhance their entrepreneur-
ial spirit. This recognition also demon-
strates a girl’s mastery of  the five skills: 
goal setting, decision making, money 
management, people skills, and busi-
ness ethics as she runs her very own 
cookie business.”  

Erickson added: “The skills girls are 
learning through the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program helps them achieve their goals 
and fund leadership experiences like 
international trips, service projects, and 
other skill-building activities. Cele-
brating a century of  the world’s largest 
girl-led business, Girl Scouts – North 
Carolina Coastal Pines congratulates all 
our cookie sellers on an amazing cookie 
season and for using the power of  the 
cookie to help build amazing experienc-
es.”

Randall Rigsbee can be reached at rigs-
bee@chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Daniel Simmons, the CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Carolina, 
speaks with Mountaire Farms’ Mark Reif on Monday after receiving a gift 
of $10,000 for the club.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Mark Reif (second from right), the human resources employee and 
community relations manager for Mountaire Farms of Siler City, presented 
a $10,000 donation to the Boys & Girls Club of Central Carolina at the 
Wren Family Center in Siler City on Monday. Reif is shown with clubs’ CEO, 
Daniel Simmons, and (from left) clubs staff members Elizabeth Colebrook 
(resource development and marketing manager), Joy Roberts (Wren 
Family Center unit director) and Brandon Kivett (director of operations). 
Mountaire’s donation will be used to build an on-site kitchen at the Wren 
Center. The clubs’ summer program at the Wren Center will open at half 
capacity starting June 8.

Mountaire Farms makes $10K gift

Pittsboro First Sunday 
events canceled until July

BY RANDALL 
RIGSBEE

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — In a 
routine year, the popular 
Pittsboro First Sunday 
Artisan Fair & Market 
would have kicked off 
its nine-month return in 
March and progressed 
— including a June 7 
installment — through 
December.

But 2020, in most 
respects, hasn’t been 
routine, with the corona-
virus pandemic interrupt-
ing countless plans, the 
popular Pittsboro staple 
being one.

The family-friendly 
outdoor event — held 
from noon to 4 p.m. the 
first Sunday of  each 
month — features live 
music, food trucks and 
dozens of  vendors selling 
local art, jewelry, textiles, 
woodwork, soaps, pottery 

and the like.
But out of  caution sur-

rounding the coronavirus 
and its potential spread, 
the Pittsboro Business 
Association, which spon-
sors the event, and the 
Town of  Pittsboro have 
postponed the 2020 debut 
of  First Sunday activities 
until July.

Interim Pittsboro 
Town Clerk Cassandra 
Bullock posted an an-
nouncement to the Town 
of  Pittsboro’s Facebook 
profile on May 29, noting 
the event’s June 7 date 
is canceled “in order to 
protect the most vul-
nerable members of  our 
community from the 
COVID-19 virus and slow 
its spread.”

“On March 11, 2020,” the 
town’s statement contin-
ued, “the World Health 
Organization declared 
COVID-19 a Pandemic. We 
are continuously monitor-

ing this evolving situation 
and will issue new guid-
ance when that is war-
ranted. Please monitor the 
town’s website at pitts-
boro.gov for additional 
notifications and alerts.”

Likewise, the Pittsboro 
Business Association of-
fers visitors to its website 
a “2020 update” that notes 
First Sunday events have 
been canceled through 
July due to the pandemic. 

“Please check back reg-
ularly,” the PBA’s website 
urges.

“The town is involved 
because of  the special 
event application pro-
cess,” said Pittsboro 
Mayor Jim Nass. “Discus-
sions were held with the 
First Sunday coordinator 
and the conclusion was 
that the event could be 
held when the Governor’s 
order allowed for special 
events and festivals.”

The town clerk’s 
announcement “was 
issued to clear up some 
confusion,” said Nass, 
“because a Facebook post 
had announced it would 
be held [June 7].”

Fans of  the event, while 
disappointed, appear 
largely understanding of  
the decision to postpone.

“It’s a wonderful event 
that brings our commu-
nity together,” former 
Pittsboro commissioner 
Bett Wilson Foley said 
of  First Sundays, noting 
it draws in people from 
a wide area to shop in 
downtown Pittsboro. “It’s 
something that brings out 
community together.”

But postponing it while 
the region continues to 
get a handle on the coro-
navirus is understand-
able, she said.

“I think it’s the right 
decision,” said Foley.

The town’s Facebook 
announcement also drew 
understanding.

“Great decision,” wrote 
one resident. “Kudos for 
making the hard deci-
sion.”

Another wrote: “Good 
call.”

Mayor Nass said the 
topic will be revisited for 
July and a decision on 
how to proceed in July 
“will be based on the Gov-
ernor’s Phase 3 order.”

Randall Rigsbee can be 
reached at rigsbee@cha-
thamnr.com.

NEWS BRIEFS
Neighbor2Neighbor/
VecinoAVecino starts 

GoFundMe
The Chatham Neighbor2Neighbor/

VecinoAVecino Program has started a 
GoFundMe fundraiser for the neigh-
bors who want to contribute monetari-
ly and for those who want to continue 
to sustain the program. 

The Chatham Neighbor2Neighbor 
program connects neighbors who have 
the resources and time with neighbors 
who are in need of  help. This could be 
through buying and delivering grocer-
ies, toiletries, cleaning supplies or by 
helping people pay their bills. Through 
the fundraiser, Abundance NC will be 

able to distribute these funds, equally, 
to the people in need. 

The GoFundMe can be found at: 
gofundme.com/f/chatham-neigh-
bor2neighbor-vecinoavecino. If  you 
would like to apply to this program, 
the English version of  the applica-
tion can be found at: https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-
VTIju-Q_B0DMdGQRsXBdMU49TX-
hYFBJ3mi2FyGGR6zaf8yg/view-
form. The spanish version can be 
found at: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxwhZW-flD75Jk-
MpOi0feFKypNSwFkI3ZKdvAHgIhB-
k_0PGA/viewform

— CN+R staff reports

(919) 930-6633 • 1605 EAST 11TH ST., SUITE 100

SILER CITY, NC 27344

Your New Neighborhood Paint Store
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Events listed are subject to change in 
consideration of  closures due to the 

coronavirus. Reach out to the individual 
Churches prior to events to verify.

NEW SALEM CHURCH 

Free Oil Changes Saturday, June 6 
at Strickland Brothers 10 Minute Oil 
Change, 20 Deegan Dr., Pittsboro (919-
542-5600). You MUST have a coupon to 
get the free oil change; coupons are first 
come-first serve. Pick up coupon at New 
Salem Church, 5030 Old Graham Road, 
Pittsboro.

HICKORY MT. UMC

Due to the Covid19 pandemic, the 
congregation of  Hickory Mt. United 
Methodist Church, 201 Hadley Mill 
Road, Pittsboro, has decided to cancel 
Homecoming Services scheduled for 
June 7. 

LYSTRA BAPTIST CHURCH

The Lystra Church Take and Wear 
Clothes Closet will be closed indefinitely 
due to the COVID 19. When it is safe to 
reopen, a notification will be sent out 
with future dates.

CHURCH NEWS

Budget draft calls for 
slight spending decrease, 

no tax increase
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — There 
were some shifts in 
funds, but generally, 
things will stay pretty 
much the same on Siler 
City’s bottom line next 
year.

Siler City Town Man-
ager Roy Lynch intro-
duced the proposed town 
budget for fiscal year 
2020-2021 Monday night. 
The spending plan calls 
for a nominal decrease 
of  less than three-tenths 
of  a percent in expenses 
while keeping the town’s 
property tax rate at 54 
cents. 

In his budget message 
to town commissioners, 
Lynch said that in Janu-
ary, when the board met 
to discuss the spending 
plan, they “had no idea 
what was ahead,” refer-
encing COVID-19.

“The budget process is 
occurring during a time 
of  uncertainties due to 
the economic impact of  
this global pandemic and 
has affected the opera-
tions of  our entire orga-
nization,” Lynch wrote. 
“Siler City is fortunate 
to remain a financially 
strong town and al-
though this budget does 
not fund all requests, it 
does address top priority 
needs.”

Lynch attributed 
the spending decrease 
— which leaves the 
projected total budget 
at $15,742,307 — to re-
ductions in anticipated 
sales tax and Parks and 
Recreation fees, which, 
in addition to property 
taxes, provide revenue 
for the town’s general 
fund. The general fund 
is the town’s account 
which handles much of  
the business of  the town 
including salary, equip-
ment and supplies for a 
majority of  its depart-
ments.

The proposed bud-
get also keeps the fire 
district tax rate at 12 
cents. 

Lynch said in an 
executive statement that 
“continued conserva-
tive management of  the 

Town’s finances” was 
“critical” to the town’s 
“fiscal health.” That 
said, there were still 
multiple increases in 
specific departments, 
including:

• More than $36,000 for 
Building and Grounds, 
which comes from add-
ing Court maintenance 
and lease payments into 
the department

• More than $15,000 
for continuing full-time 
hours and increased 
training for the Siler 
City Police Department’s 
domestic violence advo-
cate

• A 3 percent hike in 
Public Works to match 
overtime projections and 
Duke Energy utility rate 
increases

But the budget plan 
also accounted for 
decreases in spending 
in Finance, Human 
Resources and Fire — 
mostly related to travel, 
training and capital 
expenditures under-
took last fiscal year. 
Additionally, the Police 
Department requested 
seven new vehicles, but 
none were granted “due 
to the revenue con-
straints along with the 
conservative approach 
not to incur any addi-
tional debt service at 
this time.”

However, the docu-
ment states, “the funding 
of  fleet replacement, 
especially within public 
safety-related opera-
tions, is critical and 
must be reviewed at 
quarterly increments 
during the coming fiscal 
year.”

Lynch said that 
property tax revenue is 
anticipated to remain 
constant as the recent 
property valuations 
remained stable. Lynch 
anticipates the town’s 
sales tax revenue will de-
crease by approximately 
$40,000. Conversely, 
utility taxes are expected 
to increase by approxi-
mately $14,500.

Lynch is also antic-
ipating a decrease in 
water and wastewater 
revenues because of  the 
suspension of  dine-in 

services, school clo-
sures and the suspen-
sion of  disconnect and 
late fees for water and 
wastewater services. 
Those fees support 
the town’s water and 
sewer funds which must 
be used exclusively 
to support the town’s 
water and wastewater 
services. Though those 
losses are considered 
significant, Lynch notes 
that an increase in 
the Powell Bill Funds, 
which come from the 
state to support equip-
ment for street main-
tenance, paving and 
sidewalk repair, has 
“offset” some of  the 
losses.

The proposed budget 
also includes new fees 
based on contracts held 
for planning operations 
that are conducted by 
Chatham County or 
other private entities 
contracted by the town. 
Fees for water and 
wastewater will remain 
stable, but an “after 
hours” re-connect fee 
of  $75 was added. In 
addition, fees for trash 
services will increase by 
3.2 percent because of  
increased charges by the 
service provider Waste 
Industries.

Lynch said that the 
board should revisit the 
budget in the second 
quarter of  the fiscal 
year and review any 
deviations from the 
anticipated revenues. 
As several requests 
for funding, including 
non-profit funding 
and additional police 
vehicles for the Siler 
City Police Department, 
were not included in 
the proposed budget, a 
regular review during 
the fiscal year would 
allow for updates to the 
budget.

The town of  Siler City 
will hold a virtual public 
hearing on the proposed 
budget at 7 p.m. on June 
15, using Zoom technol-
ogy, from Siler City’s 
Town Hall Courtroom.

Reporter Casey Mann 
can be reached at Casey-
Mann@Chathamnr.com.

call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50 outside 

county

SILER CITY | 2020-21 BUDGET

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

In Loving Memory
of

Boris L. Siler
1/23/61 - 6/5/19

It’s hard to believe it’s been a full year 
since I had to say goodbye. Yes, I’m 
sad and still cry. My heart knows 
I’ll see you again. That’s when our 

second life will begin.

Loving & Missing You
Your Wife,

Phillis Mapp Siler

Jordan-Matthews High School

We Love You
Poppa & Mema
Clyde & Doris 

Beck

Claire Elisabeth Beck
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Chatham Park, Chatham 
EDC and a new grocery 

store in Pittsboro
This week’s column 

entry is all about Cha-
tham 
County 
busi-
ness go-
ings-on, 
which 
is nice. 
The 
impetus 
for this 
column 
was to 
provide 

a look at what’s hap-
pening for businesses 
in Chatham, but since 
things have been fairly 
slow recently, there 
hasn’t been a whole lot to 
talk about.

Now there is, as we can 
point to three arguably 
positive things taking 
place.

Chatham Park picks 
four builders for 
second phase of 
Vineyards

The Vineyards 
neighborhood, the first 
residential area of  the 
colossus that is Chatham 
Park, has picked up four 
custom builders to kick 
off a second section of  
housing.

A post on Chatham 
Park’s website says the 
four builders — Pre-
witt Custom Homes, 
Upright Builders and 
Walker DesignBuild of  
Cary and Upton & Co. 
of  Morrisville — were 
“hand selected for their 
reputation and exper-
tise in the custom home 
market.” The homes, 
which are now avail-
able for pre-sale, will 
be located across from 
a 10-acre park and the 
Thales Academy campus 
currently under con-

struction.
“These four com-

panies are among 
the premiere custom 
builders in our com-
munity,” Vanessa 
Jenkins, executive vice 
president of  Preston 
Development Compa-
ny, said in the post. 
“The collective craft 
of  these locally owned 
building  companies 
will be integral as we 
continue our pursuit 
to develop the perfect 
community for our 
future residents.”

Side note: New home 
sales have been one of  
the few things at least 
somewhat positive in the 
current economy. The 
U.S. Dept. of  Commerce 
said last week that new 
home sales went up by 
0.6 percent in April com-
pared to March.

Chatham EDC 
offering new 
COVID-19 loan

The Chatham Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation announced 
last week that applica-
tions were open for a 
fund for local businesses 
who had been affected 
by COVID-19.

The organization 
said the Chatham Loan 
Fund “helps entre-
preneurs and small 
business access capital 
by providing collateral 
towards loans. Through 
the updated program, 
businesses can access 
up to $10,000 as col-
lateral to cover 100 
percent of  a loan to be 
used as working capi-
tal.” The loan applica-
tions will be reviewed 
by the EDC’s Board of  
Directors.

To be eligible, 
businesses must have 
been in operation for 
at least a year, not 
exceed more than $3 
million in annual rev-
enue and be located 
in an “area appropri-
ately zoned for busi-
ness” within county 
borders. The money 
can only be used for 
“working capital or 
operational funds.” To 
apply, head to cha-
thamedc.org.

TBJ: Lowes Foods 
grocery store coming 
to Mosaic

The Triangle Busi-
ness Journal’s Caleb 
Harshberger reported 
last week that Lowes 
Foods, a Winston-Sa-
lem-based grocery store 
chain, filed plans in 
April to bring a location 
to the Mosaic devel-
opment in Pittsboro. 
According to the report, 
Northwood Lowes 
Foods will include a 
50,000-square-foot gro-
cery store, 8,400 square-
feet of  retail space and a 
gas station.

Phase 1 of  Mosaic, 
announced last year, 
included tenants like 
Town Hall Burger + 
Beer, People’s Coffee, 
EDGE Aveda Day Spa 
and UNC Urgent Care. 
Lowes Foods currently 
has one Chatham County 
location — anchoring a 
shopping center off of  
U.S. Highway 15-501 in 
the Chapel Hill portion 
of  the county.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.

County’s November 
elections ‘will probably 

look different’
BY OLIVIA ROJAS
News + Record Staff

The Chatham County 
Board of  Elections is 
preparing for the 2020 
general election amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We do plan, as usual, 
to have early voting,” said 
Pandora Paschal, director 
of  the Chatham County 
Board of  Elections. “Right 
now, we are looking at 
some other options, but 
we don’t have anything 
concrete. Voting will 
probably look different. 
Poll workers will proba-
bly have masks, there will 
probably be plexiglass, 
there will probably be 
someone passing out 
masks if  voters don’t 
already have one on and 
we will have sanitizing 
stations for throughout 
the day. So, it’s going to 
look different.”

In terms of  voter 
turnout, Paschal doesn’t 
expect Chatham County’s 
turnout to waver. 

“Chatham County, 
normally during presi-
dential elections, we have 
the highest percentage 
or we have the second in 
the state in turnout,” she 
said. “I’m not expecting 
anything less. I hope 
people will not allow 
the virus to stop them 
from casting their ballot 
since they have so many 
options.”

In the meantime, the 
board is encouraging the 
absentee mail-in ballots to 
residents. 

“They can do the by-
mail ballots,” Paschal 
said. “We are encourag-
ing people who may be 
high-risk or don’t want 
to stand in line to make 

those requests. Those 
will not be mailed out 
until Sept. 1. I hope to 
encourage people to take 
advantage of  early voting 
to take some people out of  
the precincts on election 
day.”

Paschal said absentee 
mail-in ballots will be 
processed in an “open and 
transparent process.”

“Once we receive the 
ballots, they go into a 
locked box and then 
when the board meets 
the board examines 
those envelopes to make 
sure the voter has done 
everything that is re-
quired of  them by law,” 
she said. “Once the bal-
lots are approved, they 
[elections board mem-
bers] open the ballots 
and they are feed into 
the tabulator, but those 
votes are not tallied until 
election night. They do 
audits as well. Whatev-
er is on the machine at 
the end of  the meeting 
should be the begin-
ning count at the next 
meeting. So, anybody 
that would like to come 
observe are more than 
welcome.”  

Franklin Gomez Flores, 
26, a resident of  Siler 
City, is seeking a seat as 
an unaffiliated candidate 
for the Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners’ 
District 5 seat against 
incumbent Andy Wilk-
ie, a Republican. Flores 
echoed Paschal’s points. 

“If  in-person voting is 
allowed, I hope people 
will go to early voting 
versus election day 
because the line can get 
overwhelming depending 
on which precinct you 
belong to,” he said.  

But Gomez Flores said 
he still has some con-
cerns.

“I’ve never really done 
a mail-in ballot,” he said. 
“I’m interested in the 
process of  it. Being able to 
guarantee individuals that 
the right person receives 
their ballot and that it is 
received and submitted is 
a concern for me.” 

Chatham’s representa-
tive in the N.C. House of  
Representatives, Robert 
Reives II (D-Chatham), 
told the News + Record 
in April that he thinks 
expanding access to mail-
in ballots should be done 
if  it is feasible. 

“With this virus, there 
doesn’t seem to be a lot of  
middle ground,” he said. 
“And I’d hate for people 
to be thinking that they 
have to risk their lives in 
order to exercise the right 
to vote. But that’s part 
of  what being in govern-
ment is. Whatever you 
feel about any of  these 
processes shouldn’t mat-
ter. What matters is, how 
do we make sure that this 
works best for the people 
that we serve, and if  
that’s the way to make it 
work best, let’s get out of  
the way and let it work.”

In addition to major 
federal and state offices, 
contested races in Cha-
tham’s November election 
include:

• Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners: 
Dist. 1, 2 and 5.

• Chatham County 
Board of  Education: Dist. 
1 and 2.

• Chatham County Reg-
ister of  Deeds.

• N.C. House of  Repre-
sentatives, Dist. 54.

• N.C. Senate, Dist. 23.

CHATHAM VOTES 2020CHATHAM BUSINESS ROUNDUP

ZACHARY 
HORNER
Corner Store

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:
1345 Thompson Street
(formerly APC Insurance)
 
Give us a call at 919-444-2499

Bowen Insurance 
Agency has a 
new location in 
Pittsboro 
(formerly APC 
Insurance)! 

We are an independent insurance agency founded 
in Wake County in 2001 by Brad Bowen. We are 

thrilled to be expanding into Chatham County! The new 
location will be managed by Pittsboro resident,  
Jennifer McLaurin.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.



us and each officer should 
be able to depend on one 
another to do what is 
right and just.”

A statement from 
Chatham Sheriff Mike 
Roberson echoed that 
sentiment.

“We, at the Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Office, 

are deeply troubled and 
saddened by the death of  
George Floyd and want to 
acknowledge that we do 
not condone the actions 
of  police officers who act 
unlawfully,” Roberson’s 
statement said. “Every-
one in America should 
have the ability to live in 
safety and no one should 
fear the ability to be treat-
ed justly under the law.”

Siler City Police Chief  
Mike Wagner also con-

demned the actions of  
Chauvin in a release.

“The untimely death of  
Mr. George Floyd of Min-
nesota is deeply disturbing 
to the Siler City Police 
Department and is of great 
concern to every citizen 
across this nation,” Wag-
ner wrote. “The actions of  
the officers involved lacked 
the basic respect for hu-
man life, dignity and were 
without merit.”

Each of  the local state-

ments noted the value of  
community trust between 
local law enforcement 
officers and the commu-
nities they serve. John-
son said he wanted the 
“community to know that 
we constantly work to 
uphold” the department’s 
vision, which includes 
earning “the respect of  all 
members of  our commu-
nity” and striving to en-
sure its “officers are well 
trained and held account-

able for their actions.”
Roberson said his 

department remains 
“active in the community 
as servant leaders and we 
are dedicated to lending 
our skills and abilities 
toward the common good 
of  everyone in Cha-
tham County” through 
“teamwork, leadership 
and community,” and 
encourages its employees 
to “treat everyone, both 
inside and outside the 

agency, like family.”
Wagner said his depart-

ment “works tirelessly to 
foster relationships in all 
communities in which we 
serve” while keeping with 
its mission to “improve 
quality of life issues, reduce 
crime and serve our diverse 
citizens with compassion, 
dignity and respect.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Zachary Horner

A diverse crowd of around 100 youth and adults stood in the center circle 
of Pittsboro Monday, holding signs and chanting in response to the death 
of George Floyd in Minnesota. The incident sparked protests that gave way 
to violence over the weekend, but Monday’s demonstration in Pittsboro was 
peaceful. The crowd was vocal around noon, with chants ranging from ‘Black 
lives matter!’ to ‘Say his name! George Floyd!’ Many individuals driving by 
honked their horn or raised their fists in support. 
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Staff photos by Peyton Sickles

At one point during the protest Monday afternoon, some of the participants conducted a brief 
march around the downtown Pittsboro area.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Most protesters wore medical masks or face coverings during Monday’s 
event. At different times, some participants either held up or wore the 
Mexican flag.

Around 
2 p.m. 
Monday, 
most 
of the 
group had 
dissipated, 
but around 
20 youth 
were still 
holding 
signs and 
raising 
their fists 
in the 
traffic 
circle in 
downtown 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo 
by Kim 
Hawks

Remembering George Floyd: Youngsters make voices heard

RESPOND
Continued from page A1

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane • Pittsboro

919.545.9573
25 S. Rectory Street • Pittsboro 

919-545-0149

to our amazing and dedicated staff for keeping our residents safe and 
healthy in this challenging time.  We would also like to thank the front 

line workers at the hospitals, EMS, Fire, Postal Workers, Bank Employees, 
Pharmacists, Mechanics, Housekeepers, Veterinarians, Restaurant Workers, 

Volunteers, Delivery Drivers, Police and Sheriff ’s Department as well as 
retail workers for providing us the goods and services we need.

We appreciate you all, so much!
Ray Kelley, Owner

Melissa Thomas, Owner
Mike Walters, Executive Director
Lisa Ridge, Healthcare Director

Michelle Andrzejewski, Manager



Memorable postseason run earns Jordan-Matthews 
statewide ‘Upset of the Year’ award

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Four months 
ago, on Valentine’s Day, Rodney 
Wiley was at a loss for words. 
In a season full of  heartbreak-
ers, his Jordan-Matthews boys 
basketball team had just lost 
another.

The Jets sat in silence in 
the visitors’ locker room that 
night, Feb. 14, after once again 
faltering in the fourth quarter. 
They’d let Providence Grove get 
back into the game — falling 74-
71 in overtime — and finished 
their regular season with a loss 
against the only team with a 
worse record than them in the 
PAC-7 Conference.

“You could just see the hurt 
on the kids’ faces,” Wiley said.

“I just remember sitting 
there,” senior Camden Fuquay 
said, “and thinking, ‘Man, we 
just lost to the last-place team 

in the conference. In overtime. 
What in the world ...”

But, he added, “it honestly 
ended up being a blessing in 
disguise.”

Over the next 10 days, Jor-
dan-Matthews ripped off three 
straight wins against higher 
seeds — two on the road, one 
at a neutral site — to claim the 
PAC-7 conference tournament 
crown and an automatic bid to 
the NCHSAA 2A playoffs. For a 
team that entered the postsea-
son 7-16, it was an unforgettable 
upset.

And high school sports fans 
across North Carolina agreed.

Last Wednesday, during its 
annual awards show, High-
SchoolOT announced Jor-
dan-Matthews as the winner 
of  its “Best Upset of  the Year” 
award. The Jets beat out four 
other finalists in the fan vote, 
which ran on HSOT’s website 
from April 22 to May 10.

When they think of  the three-

game run that landed their 
team that statewide honor, 
Wiley and Fuquay think of  
the locker room that night in 
February. When everyone was 
at a loss for words — except for 
one person, who finally broke 
the silence.

“We’re going to win the 
tournament,” assistant Ricky 
Woods said.

A pause. Then fellow assis-
tant Reggie “Kermit” Carter 
spoke up: “We’re going to win 
the tournament.”

Their players needed the 
reminder.

After all, Wiley and his staff 
had been saying as much all 
season, even dating back to 
2019 summer workouts, when 
they first saw the Jets’ talent at 
work. Jordan-Matthews had a 
strong mix of  returning talent 
and new call-ups from its JV 
team, which won its conference 
the previous spring.

“A lot of  good guys coming 

in,” Fuquay said. “It was all 
pretty exciting — it just didn’t 
go as we planned in the begin-
ning. But that’s why you play 
20-something games.”

Indeed, a scroll through 
Jordan-Matthews’ schedule 
reveals plenty of  struggles 
after a 3-1 start. The Jets lost 
seven straight at one point, and 
the final scores among their 
16 regular-season losses were 
excruciatingly close: 43-41, 48-
46, 56-54.

“It did give us some confi-
dence — we knew we could 
compete with anybody we 
played with — but we just 
couldn’t put four quarters 

together,” Wiley said.
As the losses piled on, 

Fuquay found himself  awake 
late at night, rehashing key 
moments in his head before 
glancing at his alarm clock and 
realizing it was 2:30 or 3 a.m.

“I’ve got to get up and go to 
school at 6:30 in the morning, 
and I’m still up thinking about 
basketball,” he said. “It was 
pretty heartbreaking, but it 
gave you that sense of  purpose, 
that sense of  drive to fix stuff.”

On Feb. 17, in their confer-
ence tournament opener, the 
No. 6 seed Jets did just that.
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Jake Mann, Northwood’s star long snapper, 
in the middle of a recruiting boom

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Recent na-
tional champions Clemson and 
Alabama have been in touch. 
SEC stalwarts such as Georgia 
and Florida have reached out. 
Power Five schools Florida State, 
Virginia and Arizona State have 
all extended official offers.

In the world of  long snap-
ping, Northwood’s Jake Mann 
is a hot commodity.

Mann, a rising senior, is the 
No. 1 long snapper in the class 
of  2021, according to the Kohl’s 
Professional Camp rankings. 
Rubio Long Snapping, the other 
main recruiting service for the 
position, ranks him sixth in its 
2021 class. He’s earned a slew 
of  All-America honors, and on 
both lists, he’s a consensus five-
star prospect.

Not too shabby for someone 
who showed up to the Char-
gers’ summer football workouts 
four years ago as a freshman 
angling for a different special 
teams position.

“I wanted to be a kicker, 
but there were already a few,” 
Mann said. “I thought, ‘Why 
not long snap?’ It was a perfect 
fit.”

He started out on North-
wood’s JV team and jumped up 
midseason to replace the varsi-
ty squad’s injured snapper.

His debut was no joke. In 
Mann’s first game, Northwood 
took down Orange High (and 
future N.C. State linebacker 
Payton Wilson) in a crucial Big 
Eight Conference road game. 
He survived — no mistakes — 
and has been on an upward 
trajectory ever since.

Mann’s father, Chris, has 
been a big part of  that. He 
snapped through high school 
and in college at Delaware in 
the late 1980s (where he also 
played safety). So any time the 
Manns were tossing a football, 
Chris made sure Jake and 
his younger brother, Travis, 

snapped a few balls, too, just to 
get some early experience with 

the motion.
When Jake’s 

freshman year at 
Northwood came, 
those early reps 
in the yard as a 
5-year-old paid 
dividends.

“He had done 
it before in the 

past,” Chris said. “He just had 
to work out some technical 
flaws.”

Long snapping, like field 
goal kicking, can be an un-
forgiving task. A player has 
one job. He’s expected to do 
it well. And more often than 
not, he’s only noticed for the 
one or two times he does it 
poorly. Mann, 17, has come to 
relish that pressure, which 
comes in a unique role he de-
scribes as “like a quarterback 
throwing a pass the same 
distance every time.”

“If  you’re a receiver, you 
drop a pass and you have more 
opportunities in the game,” he 
said. “Long snapping, you don’t 
know how many more times 
you’re going to punt or kick a 
field goal. It’s definitely a thing 
you don’t want to mess up at.”

This past season, as a junior, 
Mann added another position 
to his long-snapping duties: 
linebacker. He hadn’t seriously 
played an offensive or defen-
sive position since his pee wee 
football days, but he enjoyed 
the challenge. Plus, it made 
practices more engaging — he 
had something to do outside of  
the brief  special teams session.

“It’s much better than sitting 
around,” Mann said with a 
laugh. “I got used to it really 
quickly.”

He earned an all-conference 
honorable mention for his 
efforts (49 tackles, two fumble 
recoveries) and has lettered 
in lacrosse all three years, too 
— an interest he credits to his 
family’s Massachusetts roots. 

This spring, he had nine goals 
in three games before the re-
maining matches were canceled 
because of  the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Those traits, plus his snap-
ping acumen, have made him 
an enticing recruit.

Mann’s snap speed — the 
time it takes the ball to leave 
the long snapper’s hands and 
reach the punter 15 yards 
behind him — has been clocked 
in the 0.65-0.66 second range, 
which is an NFL-caliber 
average. And he also has the 
athleticism to get down the field 
on punts, where every defender 
is crucial in tackling a returner 
or forcing a fair catch.

“A lot of  coaches love the fact 
he’s a linebacker,” Chris said.

Mann has been a mainstay on 
the Rubio and Kohl’s rankings 
since early high school, and his 

father said they’ve been in touch 
with around 40 schools through-
out the process. But Mann said 
recruiting has “really picked up 
a lot ever since the virus.”

In April, he landed his first 
three offers: Florida State, then 
Arizona State, then Virginia. 
The Manns are actively commu-
nicating with around 20 schools 
now, mostly in Power Five con-
ferences, and Mann said most 
of  the conversations have been 
“relationship builders.”

“I’m not surprised that the 
No. 1 kid’s getting this much 
attention,” Chris said. “I’m just 
surprised that Jake’s the No. 1 
kid.”

He’s interested in a business 
or sports administration major 
and, if  possible, would like to 
take a few more visits in the fall 
as he looks for the best fit. The 
Manns are shooting for Jake to 

choose a school by late October.
All of  that, of  course, is a 

tentative plan. Mann’s not sure 
when or if  certain colleges will 
open their campuses and how 
those visits would look. And the 
NCHSAA is still determining 
its best path forward for high 
school football this fall. Until 
then, Mann has two goals.

“Keep snapping,” he said, 
“and stay ready.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

‘It’s definitely a thing 
you don’t want to mess 
up at.’

JAKE MANN, Northwood long 
snapper

Submitted photo

Northwood’s Jake Mann prepares to snap a football at a Kohl’s camp.

Mann

2019-20 Jordan-Matthews boys 
basketball team
HEAD COACH: Rodney Wiley

ASSISTANT COACHES: Reggie “Kermit” Carter, Ricky 
Woods

SENIORS: Camden Fuquay, Chandler Matthews, Seth 
Moore, Brayden Teague

JUNIORS: Huston Causey, Jayden Davis, Nahum 
Flores, Luke Fuller, Eral Jones, Jacquez Thompson, 
Xavier Woods

SOPHOMORES: Lanice Hedgepeth, Timothy Eubanks 

Staff photo by David Bradley

Jordan-Matthews’ Lanice Hedgepeth goes up for a fast break against Trinity’s Josh Reddick 
in the final minutes of their conference playoff game Feb. 19 in Trinity.

Submitted photo

The Jordan-Matthews boys basketball team won the 2020 
PAC-7 conference tournament on Feb. 22 in Randleman.

See AWARD, page B2



Chatham Soccer League planning for an 
August restart after coronavirus concerns

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Martin Slavin, the exec-
utive director of Chatham Soccer League, 
admitted the last few months have been 
“pretty scary” for the organization.

CSL, a non-profit that’s facilitated 
youth soccer in the county for 26 years, 
suspended its spring season on March 
12 in response to the coronavirus pan-
demic. On May 4, its board canceled the 
season in full, outlined how the orga-
nization had been “greatly impacted” 
financially on its website and offered 
families a route for donations.

“We plan for certain contingencies 
to happen,” Slavin said, “but obviously 
nothing like this.”

Since that announcement early last 
month, though, the league has made 
significant strides.

CSL has developed a tentative plan 
to restart its recreational fall season 
in early August — and its membership 
has provided the necessary donations to 
keep expenses paid in the interim.

“I think the reality is a lot of  people 
want to play soccer, and they knew what 
happened,” said Erik Berg, the league’s 
director of  playing fields. “The idea that 
we would play again at some point in 
the future sounded good, so they stayed 
involved.”

The league’s planned restart — which 
will remain subject to change — was 
developed by its board members in accor-
dance with state guidelines and informa-
tion from CSL’s parent organization, the 
North Carolina Youth Soccer Association.

Its two main components: small-
group training and “small-sided” 
games, which are played on smaller 
sections (such as a half  or quarter) of  
a regular-sized field. In both situations, 
the league wants to prioritize safety and 
minimize exposure.

Berg described the set-up as “small 
pods” of  players training and competing 
in 4-on-4 and 5-on-5 games. CSL, which 
offers seasons for ages 2 through 14, will 
also reduce the standard registration fee 
for any new families.

“We’re going to have to be realistic 
with these small 5-on-5 games to get 
started,” Berg said, “because fewer peo-
ple in the pool is a better way to manage 
transmissions, the contagions. But it’s 
also realistic in regards to the number 
of  people who are actually going to be 
showing up ... membership could drop 
off by 50 percent.”

The plan has its fair share of  working 
parts, too. Slavin, for example, is wor-
ried about how referees will factor in. 
It’s not ideal for referees to work mul-
tiple games in a day and be exposed to 
multiple pods, but it’s also not ideal for 
them to lose out on the income they’d 
get from working those multiple games.

CSL has also considered playing its 
small-sided games without goalies or substi-
tuting a mannequin or a target in their place 
(especially so in lower age groups). And 
it’s developing a reaction plan if a second 
COVID-19 wave were to hit later in the fall.

“The whole situation’s fluid,” Slavin 

said. “It really depends on where we’re 
at when we begin.”

As that planned start date approach-
es, the league has also gotten creative 
with its finances.

Even with its season cancellation, 
CSL still has expenses: Slavin’s ex-
ecutive director salary, weekly field 
maintenance and membership dues to 
the NCYSA, which provides insurance 
certification, coach and referee training 
and background checks for volunteers.

In its May 4 announcement, CSL out-
lined three options for families who’d 
registered for the spring season: do-
nating all or some of  the fee to help the 
league during the pandemic; carrying 
over the spring fee and applying it to the 
fall season; or receiving a full refund.

Berg, a longtime area coach who’s 
volunteered with CSL for 20 years, said 
some board members were worried 
about the league’s financial stability if  
full refunds were offered.

But the result, Berg said, was roughly 
a “30-30-30 divide.” A majority of  families 
either donated their fees or carried them 
over to the fall. One family, Slavin said, 
donated their fees even though their 
teenage child will have aged out of  the 
league by the time next season begins.

“Our general membership sup-
ported the organization in a way that 

we’re going to be sustained,” Berg said. 
“That was a good surprise. The bot-
tle-half-full guys kind of  won over the 
bottle-half-empty guys in that way.”

CSL has applied for grants, too, 
including a United Way grant through 
Chatham County’s Parks & Recreation 
Department. It’s already received some 
funding from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s Paycheck Protection 
Program, which will pay Slavin’s salary 
for eight weeks, and is actively seeking 
further donations from its membership. 

Slavin, who also directs CSL’s club 
teams and coaches Northwood men’s 
soccer, said he’s been inspired by the com-
munity support as the program works out 
kinks and gears up for its potential restart.

“It’s something we’ve never dealt with 
before,” he said. “So being best prepared, 
having contingency plans is all you can 
really do — make sure you’re prepared, 
and be ready to change again.”

“When the pandemic passes, we’ll still 
be here,” Berg added. “We’ve been here 
for 25 years, and we’re going to continue 
to make the game possible for the kids 
and do it with best practice through our 
state association.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be reached 
at cfowler@chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
at @chapelfowler.
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Jordan-Matthews 
zeroed in on No. 3 Wheat-
more’s outside shooters, 
conceding more points 
down low than usual but 
winning 75-67 in overtime 
on the road. For the first 
time in a long time, they’d 
put together four full 
quarters rather than just 
three, or three and a half.

“After we beat Wheat-
more in overtime, we 
just kind of  ran with 
it,” Fuquay said. “They 
gave us an inch. We ran a 
mile.”

In the semifinals, again 
on the road, Jordan-Mat-
thews routed No. 2 seed 
Trinity, 57-40, behind a 
season-best defensive 
performance that forced 
turnovers and started fast 
breaks.

Its offense kept rolling, 

too, with a balanced rota-
tion of  scorers, scrappy 
defenders, do-it-all guys 
and timely contributors 
off the bench. Everybody 
played their part. But 
their next opponent, be-
fore the conference title, 
was snow.

“We were praying for 
good weather,” Wiley said 
with a laugh, “because 
we knew we had to get 
the game in to get into the 
playoffs.”

Jordan-Matthews got 
lucky there — the game 
was delayed by winter 
weather just one day — 
and on Feb. 22 held off a 
third-quarter run from 
No. 4 seed T.W. Andrews 
to win 71-57. The Jets, 
winners of  three straight, 
were off to the playoffs.

The post-game scene 

was equal parts joyful 
and emotional. Wiley 
and his senior class had 
won three, four and six 
games, respectively, in 
the three seasons since 
the longtime assis-
tant took over as head 
coach in 2016 after P.J. 
Lowman left for Apex 
Friendship.

All of  that hard work 
and rebuilding now felt 
validated.

“You probably heard us 
in Siler City from Randle-
man,” Fuquay said. “I 
mean, when that buzzer 
sounded, it was all class. 
We shook their hands. 
But after that, the party 
was on. The party was on, 
and it was a lot of  fun.”

The Jets’ playoff run 
was brief; they lost 92-60 
to Farmville Central, the 

eventual 2A co-champion, 
in the first round. But 
Wiley said he’ll treasure 
his team’s conference 
tournament run — and its 
HSOT award — for a long 
time.

“I’m thankful we had 
those guys,” he said. 
“They knew, they un-
derstood and they never 
quit.”

Fuquay felt the same. 
He watched the awards 
show with his family, 
and when he saw the 
Jordan-Matthews name 
flash on the screen, he 
patiently waited for the 
other four nominees to 
appear before the winner 
was announced.

It took him a good five 
seconds to notice the 
banner at the top of  the 
screen, which read WIN-
NER, and put two and two 
together.

“My hands just went 
straight up,” Fuquay said. 
“I was like, ‘Man, we did it 

again!’”

Reporter Chapel Fowler 

can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @chapelfowler.

AWARD
Continued from page B1

‘The party was on, and it was a lot of fun.’

CAMDEN FUQUAY, Jordan-Matthews senior

NCHSAA extends dead period into mid-June in latest COVID-19 update
BY CHAPEL FOWLER

News + Record Staff

Commissioner Que Tucker last Tuesday announced 
the NCHSAA’s extension of  its “dead period” from 
June 1 until at least June 15 and laid out a tentative 
plan for high school sports teams to return to modified 
summer workouts in mid-June.

That timeframe, Tucker said, is contingent upon 
North Carolina’s COVID-19 testing metrics and further 
guidance from the state. If  the NCHSAA reaches June 
15 and “it looks like we are ready,” she said, the associa-
tion intends for all sports to be able to work out — al-
though drills and procedures would differ dramatically 
for contact sports such as wrestling and football.

“We know these workouts will look different than 
traditional summer workouts,” Tucker said.

Until at least June 15, though, NCHSAA schools — 
including the five located in Chatham County — will 
remain in a dead period. In such periods, coaches ar-
en’t allowed to organize official workouts, conditioning 
or similar activities for their teams.

In a wide-ranging, hour-long Zoom news conference, 
Tucker also touched on the monetary importance of football 
season, the NCHSAA’s own finances and the possibilities of  
shortening fall seasons and playoffs, among other topics.

Her updates came five days after Gov. Roy Cooper 
and Dr. Mandy Cohen, the Department of  Health and 
Human Services secretary, laid out their recommen-
dations for resuming non-contact sports under the 
state’s Phase 2 guidelines last Friday.

Here are three more broad takeaways from Tucker’s 
interview on May 26.

Not yet ‘folding up the tent’ on football

Football is a serious revenue booster for college and 
high school athletic departments alike. Tucker said 
the NCHSAA is “not at the point yet where we are fold-
ing up the tent on football” in the fall and is hopeful 
games may be played in front of  “at least some fans.”

Although nothing in the association’s bylaws would 
prohibit it from moving seasons entirely, Tucker 
said that is a “last resort” for football and all other 
fall sports. More likely alternatives, she said, include 
shortened regular-season schedules and fewer teams 
in the playoffs.

These ideas fit into the NCHSAA’s goal of  operating 
“with the end in mind” — that is, to set a target goal 
of  when it wants fall sports to finish their seasons and 
work backward to evaluate potential start times.

Such an approach, Tucker said, keeps the NCHSAA 
flexible in regards to winter sports. One hypotheti-
cal scenario she gave: what if  the association had to 
shorten its basketball season after starting its football 
season later in the fall? Since basketball season could 
potentially help recoup the money schools lost from a 
shortened football season, the NCHSAA would want to 
avoid such a situation, if  at all possible.

Tucker also touched on the issues of  filling football 
stadiums at a lower capacity, such as 50 percent, if  
the NCHSAA gets to a point where that’s a legitimate 
option for resuming the sport.

“We know that Friday Night Football is a big deal in just 
about every county in this state,” she said. “And then, when 
you start saying to certain people, ‘Well, you’re not going to 
be able to get into this home game,’ then that becomes prob-
lematic. So how do you do that in an equitable manner?”

Taking ‘a hit’ financially

The NCHSAA Board of  Directors has discussed the 
monetary impact of  canceling its remaining winter 
championships and spring seasons/championships. 
Tucker said the main loss came from ticket revenue.

During the playoffs, for example, the NCHSAA adds a 
$1 surcharge to all tickets, pools that money and distrib-
utes it to schools. The lack of  men’s and women’s bas-
ketball state title games — plus a slew of spring sport 
playoff events — obviously eliminated that practice.

“That pot of  money is down,” Tucker said. “So our 
as we look at our investments, our financial managers 
have said, ‘Yes, you’ve taken a hit.’”

But, she added, the association’s financial managers 
think the NCHSAA will ultimately have some overag-
es (or surpluses) in its overall budget.

“We’ve had less expenses, not only in our opera-
tions, but less expenses because we have not had these 
spring sports,” Tucker said. “That will also be a part 
of  the formula that is used to come up with how to get 
those monies (we lost) back.”

The NCHSAA isn’t responsible for directly fund-
ing high school athletic programs, but it has utilized 
interest from some “wise investments” — including 
an endowment that began in 1991 — to provide schools 
money of  varying amounts. Those checks usually go 
out in late July or early August.

Outside of  that standard procedure, Tucker said the 
board has not yet determined whether it needs to “step 
forward” and provide further financial assistance to 
any schools that may struggle with securing proper 
equipment for the potential workout start date.

“I’m sure that our Department of  Public Instruc-
tion, along with our State Board of  Education, are 
accessing every possible way to get monies to be able 
to help our schools as it relates to PPE,” Tucker said. 
“Athletics, they would not be separated out from that 
(funding). So I’m very hopeful that those avenues will 
be available for them to get some help as we go along.”

‘At least a week’ of notice

The board decided to extend the NCHSAA dead 
period, which previously ran until June 1, in a session 
Monday night. It informed member schools of  that 
extension (until June 15) on Tuesday morning.

For future updates, Tucker said the NCHSAA wants 
to provide information in a similar timeframe: at least a 

week before significant changes or updates go into effect 
— if not sooner. Plans are “already in the works” for 
what she called the NCHSAA’s “Phase 2,” which would 
include the aforementioned workouts. (She referred to 
the NCHSAA’s current dead period as its “Phase 1.”)

“If  (June 15) is the date, then we certainly need 
to have something to our schools at least one week 
away,” Tucker said.

Such notice, she said, is crucial because it gives 
schools time to assess what equipment they need, how 
to get it and how to optimize their facilities for socially 
distanced workouts and conditioning.

“We want to be able to hear from (athletic directors) 
to give them some information and then to give them 
some ideas of  things that they need to be working on 
right now,” she said.

Throughout her news conference, Tucker empha-
sized June 15 is by no means a hard deadline. In the 
coming weeks, the board will work with its staff, the 
state and the NCHSAA’s Sports Medicine Advisory 
Committee to “finalize plans” for its second phase and 
assess if  June 15 is a realistic date to begin it.

“As more information is learned about the virus, how 
it spreads rates and how that spread can be limited,” 
Tucker said, “precautions are being added and revised 
to ensure that we’re doing all that we can from a health 
and safety perspective to limit the spread of  the virus.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be reached at cfowler@
chathamnr.com and on Twitter at @chapelfowler.

Submitted photo

An empty 
soccer field 
awaits youth 
players.

Staff photo by 
Peyton Sickles

CN+R file photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Caitlin Bailey (4) blocks the 
offensive effort of Person High’s Gabby Jones in 
Pittsboro Feb. 27.
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As weather warms, periodic cicadas 
to make noisy return to Chatham

BY RANDALL 
RIGSBEE

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Cica-
das — the small but loud 
insects which cyclical-
ly emerge from their 
underground habitats 
— are due back in large 
numbers in central North 
Carolina with the arriv-
al of  sustained warmer 
weather and warm soil 
temperatures.

Along with Virginia 
and West Virginia, parts 
of  North Carolina — in-
cluding Chatham County 
— are expected to again 
experience the loud chirp-
ing of  millions of  cicadas 
in the coming weeks.

In some areas, said Cha-
tham County Agriculture 
Extension Agent Debbie 
Roos, “some of  them have 
already emerged.”

“Yes, we are expecting 
the emergence of  Brood 
IX at any time in North 
Carolina,” she said.

There are approxi-
mately 150 species of  
cicada in the U.S., but 
“only the seven Ma-
gicicada species have 
synchronized develop-
ment and periodical 
emergences (meaning 
that all individuals in a 
population are always 
the same age),” accord-
ing to magicicada.org, 
which tracks the period-
ic varieties. “The rest of  
the species (the so-called 
annual cicadas) have 
unsynchronized develop-
ment, so some individu-
als mature in every year 
and we hear them every 
summer.”

Unlike annual cica-
das, periodical cicadas 
emerge every 13 or 17 
years, depending on the 
species.

Brood IX, as the group 
making its presence 
known this year as 
they emerge from their 

underground habitats to 
mate, were last seen in 
2003. 

A separate group — 
known as Brood II — 
returned to parts of  the 
eastern U.S. in 2013.

Roos said she first ob-
served the reemergence 
of  Brood IX earlier this 
spring.

“Back in late April I 
saw dozens of  them in 
my pollinator garden,” 
she said, referring to 
the garden she creat-
ed and maintains at 
Chatham Mills, 480 
Hillsboro St., featuring 
mostly native North 
Carolina perennials, 
trees, shrubs, vines 
and grasses. “With the 
warm spell we were 
having at the time, fol-
lowing a warm winter, 
some of  them emerged 
early because the soil 
warmed up.”

The insects emerge 
on a staggered schedule 
during the spring, said 
Roos, adding they “typi-
cally stick around four to 
six weeks.”

Beyond the loud noise 
they are prone to make 
— a mating call which 
the insects produce 
by flexing an internal 
muscle —  and which is 
intensified by the large 
numbers of  cicadas 
which emerge, the insect 
isn’t too worrisome for 
people. (Though the eggs 
they lay within branches 
can cause damage to a 
tree.)

In 2011, the last time 
North Carolina experi-
enced a periodic (13-year) 
cicada invasion, Roos said 
the pollinator garden was 
hit.

“I lost a few young 
trees I had planted in 
my pollinator garden 
to cicada damage,” she 
said. “I had planted the 
native possumhaw trees 
in the preceding fall, 

and the branches were 
small enough (about 
pencil-size in diameter) 
to provide a perfect 
egg-laying site for the 
cicadas. The cicadas cut 
slits in the branches and 
insert eggs and this often 
causes the entire branch 
to die.”

Cicadas feed only 
on woody perennials, 
sparing vegetable and/
or strawberry crops, Roos 
said.

Cicadas, however, 
aren’t a great threat to 
mature trees, though 
they “may cause the 
tips of  smaller branch-
es to die back,” she 
said.

“In general, gardeners 
don’t need to be con-
cerned about cicadas 
unless they have very 
young trees,” Roos 
said. “Nurseries with 
trees and shrubs at the 
appropriate stage will 
sometimes use protec-
tive netting to exclude 
cicadas and prevent 
egg-laying.”

So cicadas aren’t 
a menace — neither 
toxic nor poisonous, 
they don’t bite or sting 
defensively — and their 
periodic presence is 
beneficial to the ecosys-
tem.

“Many species of  
wildlife — including 
birds, mammals, rep-
tiles, amphibians, and 
insects — eat cicadas,” 
Roos said. “Cicada 
nymphs spend many 
years underground and 
their tunneling aerates 
the soil and they are 
also part of  the soil 
food web. And when the 
cicadas die their bodies 
decompose and provide 
nutrients to feed plant 
life.”

Randall Rigsbee can be 
reached at rigsbee@cha-
thamnr.com.

THEY’RE BACK — AFTER 17 YEARS

Extension 
agent 
Debbie 
Roos took 
this photo 
of a 
periodical 
cicada 
that just 
emerged 
after 
molting in 
late April 
in the 
pollinator 
garden at 
Chatham 
Mills in 
Pittsboro.

Photo by 
Debbie 
Roos/
Chatham 
Extension

Photo by Debbie Roos/Chatham Extension

Cicada damage is evident on a young possumhaw tree, caused when female 
cicadas slit the bark of small branches to insert eggs, which can weaken or 
kill the branch.

‘All we can really do 
is go forward’

Central Carolina Community 
College prepares for the fall

BY OLIVIA ROJAS
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — As 
colleges and universities 
across North Carolina 
begin to outline their fall 
schedules, Central Caro-
lina Community College 
plans for a mix of  face-to-
face instruction as well as 
online instruction for the 
upcoming academic year.

“In the fall, we are 
transitioning all of  our 
classes to be some form of  
blended,” said Mark Hall, 
the provost for CCCC’s 
Chatham County cam-
puses. “All of  our classes 
have an online compo-
nent already, so we are 
just going to make that 
official so that we have 
more flexibility.”

Options for a start date 
are still being weighed.

“We were planning to 
start on Aug. 17, whereas 
the university system has 
moved almost two weeks 
earlier,” Hall said. “That’s 
a week earlier for us, so 
we are trying to figure 
out what the unintended 
consequences would be.”

One of  the challenges is 
that programs are held to 
a strict number of  hours 
inside the classroom.  

“A three-credit hour 

class has to meet 48 
hours,” he said. “That 
makes us a little different 
than the universities that 
don’t have to adhere to 
those rigid guidelines, but 
we’re working on it.”

On May 2, the N.C. Gen-
eral Assembly passed and 
Gov. Roy Cooper signed a 
bill allocating $1.6 billion 
of  the $3.5 billion from 
the federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act. As 
a result of  this, the com-
munity college system 
will receive $25 million. 
According to an article 
from EdNC, the commu-
nity college system saw a 
rise in enrollment in the 
2018-2019 academic year. 
About 53 out of  the state’s 
58 community colleges 
saw an increase in enroll-
ment. Throughout the 
state, enrollment at com-
munity colleges rised by 
4.4%, workforce programs 
saw a 9.4% increase and 
curriculum programs 
saw a 3.8% increase. Com-
munity colleges are look-
ing for additional support 
for these increases. 

Hall said the funds are 
“definitely welcomed.” 

“In this particular case, 
it will go towards student 
support,” he said. “It will 

help us get the personal 
protection equipment 
that we need, the clean-
ing equipment that we 
need and it will help us 
support the employees 
who are supporting the 
students. Indirectly, it will 
all go toward helping our 
students and developing 
the workforce that our 
communities need.”  

Hall said CCCC, a pub-
lic two-year college with 
campuses in Chatham, 
Lee and Harnett counties, 
has already allowed stu-
dents who are studying 
essential skills, such as 
health sciences and voca-
tional training, back for 
the summer semester.

“Those classes are 
meeting, but in restricted 
groups,” he said. “There’s 
a digital sign-in, they all 
have masks, we clean ev-
erything before they show 
up and we clean every-
thing after. We are really 
taking all the measures 
that have been given to us 
from all of  our state level 
agencies. All we can real-
ly do is go forward. We’re 
still recruiting for medi-
cal assisting and for other 
health science programs 
and short-term training. 
We’re doing our best to 
move forward, but we are 
doing it really safely.” 

News Intern Olivia Rojas 
can be reached at olivia@
chathamnr.com.

CCCC’s 
main 
Chatham 
County 
campus is 
located in 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo 
by Olivia 
Rojas
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Opening an apartment 
complex in Chatham 

during COVID-19
BY ZACHARY 

HORNER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — When the 
plans were drawn up for the 
Sanctuary at Powell Place 
apartments in Pittsboro, 
COVID-19 wasn’t even a 
thing.

Now, the complex is 
opening up and residents are 
moving in during a global 
pandemic that, in the United 
States, has claimed thou-
sands of lives and is keeping 
many indoors.

“People aren’t moving 
around,” said Susan Keller, 
the member manager for 
Rampart Property Manage-
ment, which operates Sanctu-
ary. “Companies aren’t mov-
ing people around. They’re 
not traveling. They’re not. 
Everybody’s kind of hun-
kered down where they are. 
So asking people to move to 
a new place — it’s just more 
challenging than it would 
have been otherwise.”

Sanctuary is still in the 
process of construction, but 
about a quarter of the apart-
ments are ready for move-in. 
Keller said eight residents 
moved in two weeks ago.

And she stressed that it’s 
a local development — two 
of the developers grew up in 
Chatham, and one of them 
is a descendant of the family 
who owned that land since 
the early 1900s.

“I think (the developers) 
are trying to be responsible 
developers in Chatham 
County,” Keller said. “They 
feel like it will benefit the 
community, and they would 
like people to understand 
that and that they could have 
done something else here. 
There have been offers over 
the last decade.”

Keller spoke to the News + 
Record about opening a new 
living space during a pan-
demic, why Pittsboro needs 
more living spaces and how 
she says it’s a complex that is 
built out of Chatham County.

How has it been to open an 
apartment complex during a 
time period like this: a global 
pandemic, people staying at 

home?
We’re looking at the way 

amenities are used, the way 
people can sign up to use 
them. We’ve changed the 
way we tour the apartments. 
While we will do a live tour 
if you really want to — with 
everybody wearing masks 
and sanitizing the whole 
time — what we’re really 
pushing is virtual tours. 
We’ve done FaceTime tours 
— I’m FaceTiming with 
somebody and I walk the 
model so that I can show 
them everything without 
them actually being here. 
I think everybody’s online 
game, it just has to be upped 
considerably right now. So 
we upped ours last year.

How many of these things 
that you have tried during this 
time will you continue after the 
pandemic ends?

A lot of these things. I real-
ly cannot see a time when we 
will not push a virtual tour 
over a live tour. A live tour is 
a much better way of selling 
anything — people being 
able to see it, touch it, smell 
it, all of those things. But 
there’s just not a lot of posi-
tive-enough news right now 
to make me think that’s going 
to be something even from a 
liability standpoint that we 
take on for a long time.

Why build this complex? 
Why do it here?

This is the realization of  
the vision of the original 
developers (of Powell Place) 
who wanted to create some-
thing upscale in Pittsboro. 
They saw the future of Pitts-
boro and wanted to create a 
planned neighborhood that 
they felt like was in keeping 
with what the market would 
want in the future. Some-
thing that would contribute 
to Pittsboro being a place 
that people want to live, 
like providing a walkable 
neighborhood that included 
a variety of housing options 
— apartments, townhomes, 
smaller homes, bigger 
homes. This is one of the 
steps in realizing that whole 
vision. It was curtailed a 
bit with the recession of  

2009, but that has been able 
to come to fruition now. 
There’s easy accessibility 
to pretty much everywhere. 
Chatham County is very 
central and this particular 
location has easy access.

Why should there be more 
residences in this area that’s 
already booming with them?

There has not been a mar-
ket-rate apartment complex 
built in Chatham County in 
20 years. The last one was in 
Governor’s Club. So there is 
not a surplus of market-rate 
apartments in Chatham 
County at all. It was needed 
very quickly. I think that 
people will see that there 
was a need because we’re 
filling up really fast.

How do things like advertis-
ing and promoting — normal 
parts of opening any business, 
or apartment complex — work 
during COVID-19?

Some things are the same. 
But the amount of time and 
effort that you have to spend 
on your internet advertising 
is just more. While it’s been a 
portion of what you do, now 
it is a much larger portion of  
what have to do and where 
your advertising dollars will 
go, where your time is going.

The Sanctuary, at least in 
Chatham County, is patient 
zero for getting a residential 
property going during a pan-
demic and trying to get buyers.

I think the interest has 
been very high. I really 
think if things ease a little 
bit and the summer comes 
and people can be out and 
about a bit more, we’re very 
optimistic because there is 
quite a bit of pent-up need. 
There’s so much growth in 
this area. People want to 
come here. Pittsboro is an 
amazing community with a 
lot of things to offer — not 
just location, but there’s this 
great downtown, an amazing 
sense of community, sense 
of place, sense of history.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorner@
chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR. 

NEWS BRIEFS
Chatham County 
to receive federal 

COVID-19 aid  
Chatham County has 

been chosen to receive 
$11,827 to supplement 
emergency food and 
shelter programs in the 
county and $27,682for the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, which was 
signed into law on March 
27. This law is meant to 
address the economic 
fallout of  the 2020 coro-
navirus pandemic in the 
United States. 

Currently, processes 
have commenced to 
award the funds to a 
national board, a group 
chaired by the U.S. Dept. 
of  Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
and includes represen-
tatives from the Ameri-
can Red Cross; Catholic 
Charities, USA; National 
Council of  the Churches 
of  Christ in the USA; 
The Jewish Federations 
of  North America; The 
Salvation Army and The 
United Way Worldwide.  

A local board, made up 
of  local representatives 
of  the organizations list-
ed above, will determine 
how the funds awarded 
to Chatham County are 
to be distributed among 
the emergency food and 
shelter programs run 
by local service agen-
cies in the area. Under 
the terms of  the grant 
from the national board, 
local agencies chosen 
to receive funds must 
be private voluntary 
nonprofits or units of  
government; be eligi-
ble to receive federal 
funds; have an account-
ing system, practice 
nondiscrimination; 
have demonstrated the 
capability to deliver 
emergency food and/
or shelter programs 
and if  they are a private 
voluntary organization, 
have a voluntary board. 
Qualifying agencies are 
urged to apply. 

Chatham County has 
distributed emergency 
food and shelter funds 
previously with The 
Salvation Army partici-
pating. This agency was 
responsible for providing 
over 80 families with 

emergency financial 
assistance. 

Public or private 
voluntary agencies 
interested in applying for 
emergency food and shel-
ter program funds must 
contact Jane Wrenn via 
email at jane.wrenn@
uss.salvationarmy.org or 
by telephone at (919) 542-
1593 for an application. 
The deadline for applica-
tions to be returned is 5 
p.m. on June 18. Com-
pleted applications must 
be returned either by 
email at the above email 
address or by postal mail 
to The Salvation Army, 
P.O. Box 752, Pittsboro, 
N.C. 27312. Applications 
received after the dead-
line of  June 18 will not 
be eligible.    

Carolina Meadows 
rallies to support 

neighbors 
CHAPEL HILL — 

Residents at Carolina 
Meadows, a retirement 
community in Chapel 
Hill, have raised more 
than $59,000 for the Cha-
tham Outreach Alliance 
(CORA) food pantry.

 “Each spring, resi-
dents come together to 
support CORA (Chatham 
Outreach Alliance), our 
local food pantry in Cha-
tham County,” said Bill 
Powers, resident organiz-
er. “This year’s drive had 
an increased urgency 
due to many being out of  
jobs and facing hunger. 
Residents were eager to 
help and responded with 
heartfelt generously 
in the face of  extreme 
need.”  

Carolina Meadows’ 
fundraising efforts for 
CORA have raised more 
than $81,000 for CORA 
this year, an increase of  
more than $30,000 from 
2019. 

Many are relying on 
CORA’s emergency food 
for the first time, and 
demand for emergency 
services has increased 
dramatically by nearly 
50 percent since the pan-
demic began.

“During this time of  
unmatched demand 
for food assistance, the 
strength and compassion 
of  our community has 
been on full display,” 
said Rebecca Hankins, 

development and com-
munications director 
for CORA. “Carolina 
Meadows is a wonderful 
example of  our neigh-
bors working together 
to build a community 
without hunger. Their 
support has a huge 
impact on CORA and the 
families we serve.”   

For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
corafoodpantry.org or 
contact Rebecca Hankins 
at rebecca@corafoodpan-
try.org or 919-491-5896.

SNACK! food 
donations needed 

for CORA
PITTSBORO — CO-

RA’s SNACK! program 
aims to increase the 
accessibility of  nutri-
tious meals throughout 
the summer to children 
facing food insecurity 
in Chatham County. In 
Chatham County, 50 
percent of  public school 
children receive free or 
low-cost meals through 
the federal school lunch 
program because their 
household income is 
at or near the poverty 
level. More than 4,300 
school children in Cha-
tham County will not 
have adequate replace-
ments for these meals 
during the summer 
in 2020. This summer, 
CORA hopes to feed 
nearly 2,000 children, 
but will need a little help 
from the community.

Due to severe con-
straints in the food 
supply chain as a result 
of  COVID-19, some of  
the foods CORA nor-
mally buys in bulk are 
not available. They need 
help with purchasing 
the following items 
and dropping them off 
between 9 a.m. and 1:30 
pm Monday through 
Friday at 40 Camp Dr. on 
Pittsboro. 

Items include 16-ounce 
peanut butter, Chef  
Boyardee products, fruit 
cups, single-serve oat-
meal packets and canned 
vegetables. For more 
information please con-
tact Rebecca Hankins at 
Rebecca@corafoodpan-
try.org or 919-491-5896.  

— CN+R staff reports

THE SANCTUARY AT POWELL PLACE

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning

Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

SMSelectNature’s

1992Creat ing Heal thy Soi ls  S ince

Biological Lawn, Shrub and Tree Care
Fertilization & Weed Control    Shrub & Tree Care

Mosquito Control    Lawn Aeration & Seeding

(919) 240-4239   MySelectLawn.com

First application just $19.99*

*Offer good for lawns up to 10K sq ft. Larger pro-rated

Mention This Ad To Redeem

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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Bynum resident uses data analysis skills to track 
COVID-19 spread, create in-depth database

Bynum resident Craig 
Greiner has been very 
busy lately. Like many, his 
life was changed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It led 
him to create a data dash-
board that tracks how the vi-
rus is spreading in Chatham 
County, North Carolina and 
around the country.

“I have seen a great deal 
of information and misin-
formation shared about the 
pandemic, the spread, and 
the impact,” he said. “I see 
this at a local level, and even 
at a national level with maps 
shown on national news 
networks. Most recently, we 
learned that in Georgia the 
data was heavily misrepre-
sented the data. I often see 
various sources citing a new 
‘daily total,’ but that number 
means little without context 
— particularly the context 
of how that number has 
changed recently.”

Greiner used to work 
in the medical field, but 
now he uses data to help 
“determine trends or 
correlations,” he said, with 
the John Deere Company. 
You can find his dashboard 
at public.tableau.com/
profile/craig.greiner#!/
vizhome/USCovid-19Ana-
lytics/COVID-19Analysis. A 
former bio-engineer and re-
searcher working in regen-
erative medicine, Greiner 
spoke to the News + Record 
this week about mining 
data, reliable sources and 
the role of social media in 
how people interpret data.

You mentioned your concern 
about the spread of misin-
formation around COVID-19. 
How can the public become 
better informed about the data 
that they are seeing? What 
sources do you recommend 
using? What types of questions 
should people ask themselves 
when interpreting data? 

When I was in high 
school, I recall a period 
where we studied cur-
rent events as part of our 
courses. At the beginning 
of the week, we would find 
multiple newspapers on our 
desks for us to digest — both 

local and national. Our 
assignment was to find one 
topic that was covered by 
more than one news outlet 
and report out on what we 
learned by consulting multi-
ple sources of information. 
The point being, every news 
outlet has some inherent 
bias because every outlet is 
a collection of individuals, 
and each news article is 
written by a person and 
edited by a person, and if  
even only in tone or choice 
of certain adjective or 
adverb there is rarely ever 
total neutrality. This same 
sentiment holds true today 
and is especially true when 
looking at data.

One may think that facts 
are facts, numbers do not 
lie, etc., but there are many 
ways to skew a person’s 
interpretation of the data. 
These can be something 
visual such as color choice, 
font size or placement on 
a page, or more statistical 
such as choosing to illus-
trate a median versus a 
mean, removing outliers 
in the data set, etc. It could 
also be a simple lack of  
context such as we often 
see with COVID-19 data. 
For example, knowing what 
our number of total or new 
cases today is valuable, but 
knowing our trend is much 
more informative.

To become better in-
formed as a member of the 
public, I suggest that just 
as I had to do in that high 
school classroom — consult 
multiple sources before 
making any conclusion and 
be critical of the differenc-
es. In the world of what 
appears to be ever-widening 
media bias, this is even more 
critical. However, equally 
as important in the time of  
social media news feeds is to 
consider the source and ver-
ify. Ask yourself, where are 
the numbers coming from, 
who is sharing the informa-
tion, and is it consistent with 
what I am seeing elsewhere? 
In short, just because some-
one shares something on 
social media does not make 

it true.
Another item you should 

consider is what story is the 
person sharing the data try-
ing to tell. With COVID-19, 
are they trying to illustrate 
that it is safe to re-open, that 
it is not safe to re-open, or 
evaluating if it is safe to re-
open? Those are three very 
different ‘stories’ that just 
as a writer is often not fully 
neutral, neither is a data 
scientist.

When in doubt, go as 
close to the source as you 
can. When considering 
COVID-19 data, the data I 
share is based on the Johns 
Hopkins University data 
set (coronavirus.jhu.edu), 
which is used widely as a 
trusted repository. You can 
also consult local state gov-
ernment websites (covid19.
ncdhhs.gov/dashboard) and 
the CDC website (cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html). But remember, 
even when consulting those 
sources as yourself about 
the ‘story’, the context, and 
the consistency with other 
data sources.

Based on the data you 
have found in your analysis, 
do you think North Carolina 
reopened too soon?

Hindsight is 20-20, right? 
Also, I am basing my 
comments only on the CDC 
recommendation that states 
should see a 14-day down-
ward trend of  new cases. To 
calculate this, I examine the 
new cases reported any giv-
en day and the 13 preceding 
days. Plotting a linear trend 
line of  this provides a slope. 
If  that slope is positive, we 
are trending up; negative, 
trending down. Based on 
what I see in the data, if  I 
would take a snapshot in 
time as of  May 5, North 
Carolina cases were 
trending downward over a 
14-day period. This was true 
for both May 4 and May 5. 
Purely by the numbers, we 
met that metric for reopen-
ing. However, the data 
shows we did so just barely. 
It was nearly flat and as 
of  May 3, the two-week 

average was still trending 
upwards significantly — at 
a rate four times greater 
than that at which we were 
trending downward on 
May 5.

As a data steward, I 
pride myself  in presenting 
and interpreting data, but 
allowing individuals to 
draw their own insights 
(i.e. opinions). The N.C. 
state government based 
their decision on multiple 
metrics, including trends 
in the amount of  testing, 
ability to perform contact 
tracing and a downward 
slope in multiple trends, 
including daily case counts 
and hospitalizations. It is 
likely the other metrics 
influenced their decision, 
and rightfully so.

If  I were to perform the 
same analysis for Phase 2 
(May 22), it tells a different 
story. On May 22 we had a 
significant upward 14-day 
trend — 33 times that at 
which we were trending 
downward on May 5. We 
had also experienced a 
rolling 14-day trend upward 
all but two days from May 
6 to May 22. While there is 
a lag from disease trans-
mission to a new case being 
recorded, which prevents 
us from concluding that 
re-opening on the 5th 
caused the increase, the 
data shows a clear and 
persistent increasing trend. 
By this metric, and this 
metric alone, the state was 
not meeting the guideline 
for re-opening further.

How do you think social 
media has played a role in the 
misinformation shared about 
the pandemic and its spread?

There are several 
reasons people need to be 
cautious and critical when 
considering social media 
‘news’ - especially regard-
ing this pandemic. We must 
have an even higher bar of  
being properly informed 
and realize that anyone can 
post anything and there 
is very little if  any ‘fact 
checking’. In this manner 
misinformation can spread 
just as easily as actual 
facts. However, in the case 
of  a pandemic, that misin-
formation can have dire, 
real world consequences. 
Also, the manner in which 
social media sites function 
is a positive feedback loop 
that continues to deliver 
a user more of  what they 
react to, reinforcing a be-
lief  whether that belief  be 
rooted in fact or fiction.

How would you advise 
people to look at, and inter-
pret, data they’re reading 
about and hearing about?

Be critical. Do not blind-
ly believe. Do not blindly 
promote. View it as a per-
sonal responsibility to only 
share accurate information 
and take pride in being ful-
ly informed and promoting 
factual information. And 
as I mentioned before, re-
member to always consider 
the ‘story’, the context, and 
the consistency with other 
data sources. 

What other key metrics 
should people look out for 
when looking at data, in 
addition to the virus’s spread 
over the last 14 days? 

As a means of  collating 
and presenting data, we al-
ways place data into buck-
ets. That may be by state 
or by county, by new cases 

or by deaths. However, we 
must remember that the 
virus does not respect man-
made borders and those 
buckets are ultimately 
arbitrary. When consider-
ing the spread of  the virus, 
also consider the trends 
of  surrounding counties 
and states and the number 
of  transients in your area 
(such as by tourism) that 
may introduce the virus.

At a foundational level, 
I feel it is also critical that 
we consider the rate of  
testing when looking at any 
COVID-19 data. Without 
testing, we cannot report 
positive cases. Therefore, 
inadequate testing can 
greatly skew the data. We 
must also remember that 
testing is not a one-and-do-
ne phenomenon where we 
are “done” when a certain 
percent of  the population 
has been tested once. It is 
a journey and will likely 
involve repeat testing.

While not included in the 
data set I have presented, 
I think it is also important 
that we begin to look at 
the virus and its impact 
on various populations. Be 
that by race, age, gender 
or overall health, we will 
likely find differences in 
the impact of  the virus. 
And when considering this, 
individuals must be con-
scientious that while they 
may not be part of  a “high-
risk” population, they 
may be able to spread the 
virus to that population. It 
is not only about our own 
response to the virus, but 
the larger social impact of  
our individual choices.

What are some of the 
common pitfalls in interpret-
ing COVID-19 stats? 

Two of the common 
pitfalls that I often see are a 
lack of context and an abuse 
of context. 

Trends are the most 
informative piece of data we 
have at this time. Viewing the 
data as a snapshot in time, 
with no context, without also 
presenting the current trend 
is misrepresentation of the 
data.

Regarding abuse of  
context — writing off a spike 
in cases due to a spike in an 
isolated population such as 
a factory or nursing home 
is missing the broader po-
tential social impact of that 
spike. Take a spike in cases 
at a meat-processing plant as 
an example. Those workers 
may drive a one-day spike in 
the data, but those workers 
have families. They carry the 
virus home to their families, 
and those family members 
can not only contract the 
virus but also spread it to a 
wider population. Assuming 
that a spike in that isolation 
population is not represen-

tative of an elevated level 
of risk for the population at 
large is an abuse of context. 

What would you say 
to those who claim that 
COVID-19 is no more deadly 
than the seasonal flu?

I would say that the num-
bers simply do not bear this 
out to be true at this time. 
The CDC tracks the flu each 
year and estimated that the 
last flu season included an 
estimated 35.5 million people 
getting sick with influenza 
and 34,200 deaths from 
influenza. This indicates 
that there was a mortality 
rate of 0.097 percent. For 
perspective, 0.1% is a trusted 
estimate of average flu mor-
tality rates. 

What we know as of today 
is that COVID-19 in the 
United States has claimed 
102,806 lives out of the 1.7 
million who have been 
confirmed to have the virus. 
By these numbers, COVID-19 
therefore has shown a 
mortality rate of 5.8% in 
confirmed cases. Now many 
experts agree that the count 
of positive cases is a gross 
underestimate and therefore 
the mortality rate is lower. 
Recent studies have estimat-
ed that only 1 in 10, or 1 in 12, 
COVID-19 cases are reported 
and therefore the death is 
closer of 0.6-0.4%. The CDC 
is now promoting a revised 
value of 0.4%. However, 
even at this reduced rate 
COVID-19 would be 4 times 
as lethal as the flu. COVID-19 
also has a transmission rate 
that is higher than the flu. 
Current estimates show that 
an individual with COVID-19 
will transmit the disease to 2 
- 2.5 people on average, while 
with the flu that number is 
0.9 - 2.1. Therefore, not only is 
the virus more deadly, but it 
is easier to spread. 

There is one last differ-
ence between the flu and 
COVID-19 and that is the 
availability of a vaccine. 
While the flu vaccine may in-
deed blunt the impact of the 
flu, and if one is developed 
it will likely do the same to 
COVID-19, it remains to be 
seen if it would reduce the 
mortality rate. But even 
more importantly, we have 
to consider the world we live 
in today and that is a world 
with no COVID-19 vaccine.

Do you regret leaving the 
medical field during a time 
like this?

Personally, I have no 
regrets no longer working 
in the medical sciences. I 
have the utmost respect and 
admiration for those on the 
front lines today. We all owe 
them a debt of gratitude. I 
hope that some day I may 
give back to my community 
in a larger way, but there are 
many ways to live a life of  
service here.

CHATHAM CH@T | CRAIG GREINER

‘One may think that facts are facts, 
numbers do not lie, etc., but there 
are many ways to skew a person’s 
interpretation of the data. These can be 
something visual such as color choice, 
font size or placement on a page, or more 
statistical such as choosing to illustrate a 
median versus a mean, removing outliers 
in the data set, etc. It could also be a 
simple lack of context such as we often 
see with COVID-19 data.’

CRAIG GREINER, Bynum resident, works with data for 
John Deere
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Pittsboro manager: ‘Fallout from COVID-19’ 
leading to revenue shortage, smaller FY 21 budget 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Interim Pittsboro 
Town Manager Bob Morgan is recom-
mending a town budget that reflects 
a 10 percent drop in revenue and 
expenditures for fiscal 2020-21, owing 
to adverse impact from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Last year, the town’s total budget was 
approximately $10.3 million while this 
year’s proposed spending plan projects 
around $9.4 million. The reason for the 
drop, according to the town manager’s 
budget message within the document, 
is an anticipated reduction in revenue 
related to the COIVD-19 pandemic. 
Morgan notes an expected decline in 
both sales and property tax revenue 
and the accompanying documents note 
expected losses in fees associated with 
planning, alcohol sales and recreation 
fees.

“Sales tax revenue makes up a signif-
icant portion of  the town’s revenues,” 
Morgan wrote in his budget message. 
“Our projections are more conservative 
than those shared by the North Caro-
lina League of  Municipalities back in 
March. No one really knows what the 
economy holds for us in the next fiscal 

year. The town will have to monitor 
revenues monthly next year. After we 
receive March’s sales tax revenues we 
will make necessary adjustment to our 
projections.”

Municipal governments often have a 
variety of  accounts fueled by different 
revenue streams. Each account is gov-
erned differently by state law. For Pitts-
boro’s general fund, revenues come of  
property and sales use taxes, revenue 
from alcohol and beverage sales and 
fees from both planning and parks and 
recreation. The town uses that fund 
for a majority of  what is thought of  as 
business of  the town such as salaries, 
equipment and supplies for a majority 
of  town departments. For the town’s 
enterprise fund, which is used for the 
town utilities, revenue generally comes 
from water and wastewater fees. Ac-
cording to state law, this fund should op-
erate similar to a business fund where 
the fees support the utility system.

Each year, state law mandates that 
town’s must create a balanced budget 
by June 30 for the following fiscal year 
which begins on July 1.

Morgan did not suggest an increase 
in the current tax rate of  $0.4333 per 
$100 of  assessed value of  real proper-
ty to make up for expected losses. But 

he did note that fees associated with 
solid waste and recycling collection 
will be increased by 5 percent due 
to fee increases from the disposal 
provider Waste Industries. In addi-
tion, the proposed budget includes an 
increase for water and sewer rates 
of  2.5 percent, which would likely 
add about $73,000 in revenue. That 
increase will still not cover the costs 
for the system which means the town 
will also have to transfer additional 

funds to the utility account to cover 
expenses for water and wastewater 
treatment services.

At this time, there are no salary or 
wage adjustments under consideration 
for town employees, but the budget does 
include requests for increased spending 
for equipment for the Pittsboro Fire and 
Pittsboro Police Departments.

Morgan closed his budget message 
by saying that the town government 
would have to review projections prior 
to budget approval.

“As the FY 2019-2020 winds down, it 
is apparent that the local economy has 
been impacted by COVID19 and that 
this impact will have a long-lasting 
effect,” Morgan wrote. “We are still 
trying to determine the severity of  the 
impact that COVID-19 is going to have 
to our revenue streams and we may be 
adjusting our budgeted revenue prior 
to adopting the final budget.”

The Pittsboro town board held a work 
session to discuss the proposed budget 
in depth as this edition of  the News + 
Record was going to press. Updates from 
that meeting will be included in next 
week’s issue.

Reporter Casey Mann can be reached at 
CaseyMann@Chathamnr.com.

Briar Chapel-Fearrington wastewater situation still 
up in the air; next hearing set for September

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

The uncertain and 
ongoing saga of  whether 
or not Briar Chapel’s 
wastewater facility will 
take on Fearrington 
Village’s sewage — thus 
creating a regional 
wastewater treatment 
plant, to the outcry 
of  many Briar Chapel 
residents — is set to roll 
on through summer and 
into fall.

The North Carolina 
Utilities Commission, 
originally scheduled to 
meet June 16 to hear 
expert witnesses in the 
case, has now delayed 
the hearing until Sep-
tember.

Meanwhile, three com-
munity groups have been 
accepted as intervenors to 
the case while Chatham 
North, the organization 
which would operate the 
regional plant, continues 
to make its case to state 
officials.

The proposed waste-
water transfer — origi-
nally sought last August 
by Chatham North and 
Fitch Creations, which 
operates Fearrington 
Village — would di-
rect wastewater from 
Fearrington Village to 
Briar Chapel, expand-
ing the latter’s WWTP’s 
footprint to handle the 
new intake. Many Briar 
Chapel residents — more 
than 600 signed a peti-
tion against the move 
presented at a public 
hearing earlier this 
year — have expressed 
concern over ONSWC’s 

previous handling of  
wastewater within the 
neighborhood, citing 
poor customer service, 
the unpleasant odor 
coming from the current 
treatment plant and 
improper dispersion of  
reclaimed water.

Individuals and 
groups interested in 
the case were allowed 
to submit testimony 
through May by differ-
ent deadlines, but in 
mid-May, the Public 
Staff of  the NCUC asked 
that the commission 
reschedule the June 16 
hearing “to an unspec-
ified date in September 
that is available on the 
Commission’s calendar 
to allow the Public Staff 
and intervenors time to 
further investigate and 
prepare testimony on 
issues in this case.”

The change would also, 
the document confirming 
the hearing rescheduling 
stated, “provide Chatham 
North and Old North 
State [Water Compa-
ny, the parent entity 
of  Chatham North] an 
opportunity to further 
develop and implement 
procedures and opera-
tional modifications to 
resolve customer service 
issues.”

StopChathamNorth, 
a community group 
created to oppose the 
transfer, and the Briar 
Chapel Community As-
sociation have said they 
support the motion. 
StopChathamNorth and 
the BCCA were allowed 
to be intervenors on 
April 13, with the Fe-
arrington HOA joining 

on May 14. The trio’s 
petitions to intervene 
each fell along the same 
lines: they expressed 
concern about the 
ripple effects of  such a 
transfer:

• StopChathamNorth 
cites “the affect on rates 
and adverse impact to 
quality of  service that 
it believes may result 
from the approval of  the 
requested transfer of  
the utility franchise.”

• The Fearrington 
HOA said it is concerned 
with rates and service, 
as well as “negative im-
pacts of  constructing a 
force main, which it be-
lieves will ‘plow through 
the 300-foot set aside 
that buffers the Fear-
rington Village commu-
nity from development 
adjacent to Highway 
15-501.’”

• The BCCA stated it 
will “dispute significant 
portions of  the represen-
tations and assertions 
made” by Old North State 
during a January 14 pub-
lic hearing.

During these petitions, 
Chatham North officials 
have been making their 
case to the NCUC that 
changes are being made 
and concerns are being 
heard. 

John McDonald, 
the vice president 
and secretary of  Cha-
tham North who also 
maintains a majority 
ownership interest in 
the organization, told 
commission staff during 
a May 1 testimony that 
plans were in the works 
to construct a “green-
house-type structure.” 

The construction 
“would enclose the 
reclaimed water treat-
ment plant,” McDonald 
said, and surrounding 
facilities at a cost of  
$1.535 million, if  the 
NCUC were to detemine 
that “the enclosure of  
the plant is necessary to 
mitigate off-site impacts 

and would be used and 
useful in the operation 
of  the utility.”

Lee Bowman, the di-
rector of  project and cor-
porate development for 
Envirolink, a Chatham 
North contractor, said 
in testimony given May 
1 that the merger of  the 
treatment systems would 

help both Fearrington 
and Briar Chapel, and 
work as “being very 
much a proverbial ‘win-
win.’”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.

POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE

Daniel Faulk, 38, of  Durham, was 
charged May 22 with assault on a 
female. Faulk was issued a written 
promise with a June 24 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Falan Ivey, 25, of  Apex, was charged 
May 22 with simple assault. Ivey was 
issued a written promise with a June 24 
court date in Pittsboro.

Angela Berry, 25, of  Chapel Hill, was 
charged May 22 with communicating 
threats. Berry was issued a written 
promise with a June 11 court date in 
Carthage.

Brian Blackwell, 19, of  Pittsboro, was 
charged May 22 with abduction of  chil-
dren, contributing to the delinquency of  
a juvenile and resisting a public officer. 
Blackwell was issued a written promise 
with a June 22 court date in Pittsboro.

Troy Jackson, 26, of  Moncure, was 
charged May 23 with second-degree 
forcible rape and assault on a female. 
Jackson was held under a 48-hour 
domestic violence hold with a June 22 
court date in Pittsboro.

Carlos Rosada, 65, of  Siler City, was 
charged May 23 with violation of  a do-
mestic violence protective order. Rosada 
was held under a 48-hour domestic 
violence hold with a June 24 court date 
in Pittsboro.

John Becker, 36, of  Chapel Hill, was 
charged May 23 with assault on a female 
and interfering with emergency com-
munication. Becker was held under a 
48-hour domestic violence hold with a 
June 24 court date in Pittsboro.

Jennie Petty, 34, of  Elon, was charged 
May 23 with simple assualt. Petty was 
issued a written promise with a June 24 
court date in Pittsboro.

Jonathan Roberson, 32, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged May 23 with driving while 
impaired and possessing an open con-
tainer. Roberson was issued a written 
promise with a June 10 court date in 
Carthage.

Madison Heath, 20, of  Siler City, was 
charged May 24 with larceny by employ-
ee. Heath was issued a written promise 
with a July 20 court date in Pittsboro.

Demetris Goins, 24, of  Elon, was 
charged May 24 with driving while 
impaired, communicating threats, 
resisting a public officer, possession of  
marijuana under one-half  ounce and 
driving while license revoked. Goins 
was held under a $1,000 bond with an 
August 19 court date in Pittsboro.

Reginald Bland, 50, of  Sanford, was 
charged May 25 with failure to appear. 
Bland was held under a $600 bond with 
a July 1 court date in Pittsboro.

Carrie Mote, 27, of  Siler City, was 

charged May 26 with driving while 
impaired and driving while license 
revoked. Mote was issued a written 
promise with an August 19 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Arturo Lopez, 45, of Siler City, was 
charged May 26 with misdemeanor 
stalking. Lopez was held under a $10,000 
bond with a June 1 court date in Pittsboro.

Lorenzo Vasquez, 32, of  Siler City, was 
charged May 27 with second degree 
sexual exploitation of  a minor. Vasquez 
was held under a $136,000 bond with a 
June 22 court date in Pittsboro.

Hally Scotton, 18, of  Siler City, was 
charged May 27 with pretrial release 
violation. Scotton was held under a 
$100,000 bond with a June 22 court date 
in Pittsboro. 

Richard Spivey, Jr., 39, of  Chapel Hill, 
was charged May 27 with failure to 
appear/child support. Spivey was held 
under a $20,000 bond with a June 12 
court date in Pittsboro.

Christopher Thorne, 24, of  Apex, was 
charged May 27 with misdemeanor 
larceny. Thorne was issued a written 
promise with a June 16 court date in 
Raleigh.

Douglas Schoenhut, 45, of  Chapel Hill, 
was charged May 30 with assault on a 
female. Schoenhut was issued a written 
promise with a June 9 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Kathleen Schoenhut, 73, of  Chapel 
Hill, was charged May 30 with simple 
assault. Schoenhut was issued a written 
promise with a June 9 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Michael Brewer, 29, of  Staley, was 
charged May 30 with trespassing. Brew-
er was issued a written promise with a 
July 7 court date in Pittsboro.

Terrance Hackney, 29, of  Chapel Hill, 
was charged May 31 with failure to 
appear. Hackney was issued a written 
promise with an August 31 court date in 
Raleigh.

STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Isias Hernandez of  Sanford was cited 
May 27 for exceeding the safe speed for 
conditions and no operator’s license on 
N.C. Highway 42 in Pittsboro.

Enrique Sampayo of  High Point was 
cited May 27 for failure to reduce speed 
and no operator’s license on N.C. High-
way 751 in Pittsboro.

Carmen Ortiz Machuca of  Pittsboro was 
cited May 27 for exceeding safe speed 
for the conditions and failure to main-
tain lane control on U.S. Highway 15 in 
Pittsboro.

Ryan Bright of  Sanford was cited May 
28 for failure to maintain lane control 
on Pittsboro Goldston Road in Gold-
ston.
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An aerial view of the current wastewater treatment facility at the Briar 
Chapel neighborhood in northeast Chatham County. The facility has been at 
the center of debate between developers and nearby residents for months 
related to a proposal to bring Fearrington Village’s wastewater to the site.



BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

In the wake of  
COVID-19, many resi-
dents have been grappling 
with depleted grocery 
shelves and anxiety over 
access to food. As a result, 
many are turning to cre-
ating Victory Gardens in 
Chatham County. 

According to Google 
Trends, searches that 
include “garden” are up 
more than double the 
average of  the past 15 
years. The national trend 
holds not only in North 
Carolina, but in Chatham 
region.

The term Victory Gar-
den has its roots in World 
Wars I and II. As Amer-
icans began rationing 
of  foods due to limits 
of  supply during those 
global conflicts, many 
Americans began plant-
ing vegetable gardens to 
reduce the strain on the 
food supply. After the U.S. 
entered the second World 
War, then-Agriculture 
Secretary Claude Wick-
ard promoted the idea of  
Victory Gardens, creat-
ing pamphlets urging 
Americans to build their 
own gardens as a sign of  
patriotism.

As a rural county, Cha-
tham already has a strong 
contingent of  family gar-
dens, but in the current 
pandemic, many resi-
dents are creating their 
own for the first time.

For Siler City resident 
and Chatham County 
Board of  Education mem-
ber Jane Allen Wilson, 
her home garden is the 
first she’s had since her 
childhood. Her reasons 
for starting the garden 
run deeper than just 
COVID-19.

“Deciding to have a 
garden during COVID-19 
has turned out to be a 
beautiful communion 
with my father,” Wilson 
said. “I keep hearing his 
voice in my mind. I was 4 
years old when I started 
working with him in the 
garden hours and hours 
until I left for college.”

Wilson’s father, Dr. 
“Noah” Rouse Wilson, Jr., 
a well-known dentist in 
Chatham County, died in 
2018 after suffering from 
Alzheimer’s. He along with 
his wife, Betty Wilson, who 
was a Chatham County 
Commissioner, raised 
six children in Chatham 
County. Another one of  
his daughters, Bett Wilson 
Foley, a former Pittsboro 
Commissioner, was also 
inspired to build a garden 
this year at the Bynum 
Community Garden.

“When I was offered 
two raised beds at the By-
num Community Garden 
in early spring, I jumped 
on the opportunity,” 
Foley said. “The garden 
is located between work 
and home so I figured it 
would be easy for me to 
stop by. I started planting 
spring vegetables just as 
the coronavirus hit. My 
workplace [Fearrington 
Village] closed. I began 
self-isolating. It turns out 
these two little gardens 
were my saving grace.”

She said she was 
grateful to her father for 
her interest in gardening, 
saying he was “an organic 
gardener before it was a 
thing in Pittsboro.”  

“As kids we complained 
and complained about 
all the work,” Foley said. 
“Yet all six of  us garden 
now.”

Pittsboro resident 
Lesley Landis said she 
had been interested in 
growing flowers in her 
yard and had “informal 
gardens” in the past, but 
this year she decided to 
build one again due to a 
“concern for a supply of  
clean food” and “potential 
for supply chain snags.” 
She also had a “desire to 
stay out of  crowed stores 
and markets.”

Bruce Davis, whose 
home is technically in 
Pittsboro, but is located 
much farther west of  
town off of  U.S. Hwy. 64, 
has been cultivating a 
home garden for 10 years.

“Home gardens are 
always important,” Davis 
said. “Whether it is in con-
tainers beside the home or 
the half acre of production 
or any level in between, 
each is important. It is just 
that in times of stress their 
importance may be more 
likely to be noticed. Food 
uncertainty is currently an 
issue [for an unacceptable 
portion of our citizens, 
food uncertainty is always 
a issue]. The food supply 
chain dysfunctions, or the 
availability of money to 
purchase available food, 
or the potential to contract 
a virus can all raise the 
awareness of the multiple 
benefits of home grown 
food.”

Diversity in the 
garden

For each of  these home 
gardeners, an array of  
vegetables are the foun-
dation of  their gardens. 
Each have tomatoes and 
greens, staples of  the 
South. The variety of  
vegetables planted de-
pends on the size of  their 
garden. Landis has just 
a few other items, like 
peppers, cucumbers and 
herbs in her backyard 
garden. Foley, whose gar-
den is a bit larger, also 
included root vegetables, 
beets, peas and squash. 
Davis has the most vari-
ety in his garden, adding 
sweet corn, sweet potato, 
asparagus and also 
having a small orchard 
selection.

The food Davis and his 
wife grow often exceeds 
their personal needs. When 

that happens, they donate 
their excess to CORA, the 
food pantry in Pittsboro.

“We have done that for 
several years,” Davis said. 
“One reason that we like 
to donate is that often we 
have more food than we 
can eat or put away. Thus 
we can donate it to CORA 
and it becomes a commu-
nity beneficial resource 
and does not go to waste.”

Growing a garden

For Wilson, working the 
soil is key to a good garden, 
something she learned 
from her father. Having 
started in her father’s gar-
den as a small child, she 
was “fascinated by all his 
techniques.” This spring, 
while working in her own 
garden, she realized how 
much of her father’s les-
sons she retained, likening 
it to “opening this major 
time capsule of memory,” 
hearing his voice as she 
worked.

“From age 4 on I spent 
hours and hours in the 
garden with my dad 
every Saturday and most 
evenings when he got off 
work, as he taught me how 
to till and sift and prepare 
the soil and also about 
what plants needed,” Wil-
son said. “I keep hearing 
him in my head guiding 
me in hoeing techniques, 
etc. It’s a real communion 
with my dad.”

Landis suggests raised 
beds for first-time garden-
ers because “dealing with 
Chatham’s clay soils is 
very challenging.”

She also suggests using 
some sort of  fencing to 
guard against “deer, rab-
bits and other critters.” 

Foley suggests garden-
ers use resources and 
gardening guides. She 
recommends “Vegetable 
Gardening in the South-
east” by Ira Wallace, a 

“great book for begin-
ners.” The book includes 
a month-by-month list of  
garden task recommen-
dations including the best 
time to do them. She also 
suggested residents take 
advantage of the town of  
Pittsboro’s free leaf mulch, 
which “makes a great soil 
amendment” and is “full of  
beneficial earth worms.” 
The mulch can be obtained 
from the town’s public 
works department.

“If  you have a patch 
of  sunshine, you can 
garden,” Foley said. “No 
yard? Plant in pots. I have 
vegetables and herbs in 
my flower gardens.”

Davis, perhaps the 
most seasoned garden-
er the News + Record 
spoke with, suggested 
educating yourself  by 
reading, talking to others 
and utilize Cooperative 
Extension classes which 
can help a gardener be 
successful. He also urged 
first-time gardeners start 
“small and learn.”

He noted that “some 
foods are harder to grow 
given the disease and 
insect pressure in our 
local environment and 
climate.” And he suggests 
not trying to “grow too 
much” to avoid “being 
worn down by all the 
work required.”

“We have stopped grow-
ing cucumbers, summer 
squash, Irish potato, 
pumpkin, eggplant, and 
several other items,” 
Davis said. “Becoming 
knowledgeable and learn-
ing better methods of  
growing food is always a 
work in progress. Contin-
ue learning and expand-
ing to the point that fits 
with your life.”

Challenges bring 
rewards

For Wilson, her garden 

hearkens back to when 
her father was young and 
his family went through 
the Great Depression, 
connecting her, with each 
moment, to her family’s 
past.

“The land and gar-
dening is how the family 
got through it,” Wilson 
said. “As these gardening 
techniques are running 
through my head via my 
father’s voice, I realize 
he learned them from his 
grandfather who he lived 
with when he was very 
little. In a way the voice 
of  my father is the voice 
of  many generations. My 
father always appreciated 
his history including the 
land. I’m am feeling it run 
through me.”

For Foley, the garden 
has been a respite from 
the stress and anxiety of  
COVID-19.

“During the pandemic, I 
found there were benefits 
to gardening beyond what 
I am harvesting,” Foley 
said. “It felt so good to be 
outside in the sunshine, 
digging in the dirt, watch-
ing seedlings emerge, 
listening to the birds sing, 
including a Great Horned 
Owl, chatting through 
the fence with neighbors 
who stopped by (at a safe 
distance) and swapping 
seeds with fellow gar-
deners. And just being 
in Bynum, watching the 
river flow. It is definitely 

good for my soul.”
Landis said that veg-

etable gardens “provide 
a semi-certain supply of  
some food in uncertain 
times.” The rewards for 
her are “watching the 
progress” and “having 
daily tasks that require 
time, attention and phys-
icality.”

They offer lessons in 
patience,” Landis said. 
“They provide an appre-
ciation for the knowledge, 
talents, and skills of  our 
local farmers. They get 
us outside and enjoying 
nature.”

Davis calls gardening 
a “beneficial activity” 
because it provides food, 
it’s calming, is a physical 
workout, and brings the 
reward of  “successfully 
making something from 
an idea on to an achieve-
ment.”

“As Kathryn has point-
ed out many times to me, 
‘Plants are so generous,’” 
Davis said. “We do a little 
and they give back so 
much. Think about it, we 
plant one seed or root of  
any of  the items in our 
garden or orchard or herb 
bed or flower bed and 
each one, say tomato, may 
give us back 50 or more 
tomatoes to eat or put by 
for later in the year.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Victory Gardens spring up in Chatham 

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Asparagus is a long-term garden plant, often taking several years before 
being ready to harvest.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Bett Wilson Foley is growing her Victory Garden 
at the Bynum Community Garden.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Jane Allen Wilson of Siler City says growing her 
Victory Garden is a way to connect with her father 
who passed away in 2018.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Lesley Landis is growing tomatoes, peppers 
and herbs in her back yard Victory Garden in 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Bruce Davis has been tending to his garden for 10 
years, donating any excess food to CORA, a food 
bank in Pittsboro.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chatham County soils may be good for several 
types of root vegetables including onions.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

With spring in Chatham County comes the  
prospect of fresh berries.
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Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Did unicorns ever exist? Explore 
the mystery on today’s puzzling 
Kid Scoop 
page!

Unicorn 
People
Can you find 

a person in the 
newspaper who 
demonstrates 
the qualities 

people associate 
with unicorns?

Standards Link: Character 
Education: Identify positive 
character traits in others.

1

2
3

4

5
6

7 8
9

10 11

12

13
14

15

16

17 18

1920
21

22
23

24
2526

27
28 29

30

31
32

33

35

34
3637

38

3940
41

noble

brave

gentle

angry

lovingsneaky

mean

© 2020 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 36, No. 26

Best Book of 
the Summer

Tell other kids about a book 
you think they should read 

this summer. Have fun 
describing the book, but 

don’t give away the ending.

The adjective ideal means 
something that is perfect 

or the absolute best.

IDEAL

Try to use the word ideal 
in a sentence today when 
talking with friends and 

family members.

Katie’s volcano project 
featured an ideal use of 

baking soda and vinegar. 

This week’s word:

Find the two dancing unicorns that are identical.

    n 1968, The Unicorn Song became a top ten hit on the 
      radio. The song, written by children’s book author Shel 
Silverstein, told a story about the unicorn playing when he 
should have been boarding Noah’s ark.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

U
N
C
Y
K
A
E
N
S

E
L
P
O
E
P
A
P
S

L
H
U
G
E
R
R
A
L

U
P
O
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O
A
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M
E
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E
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P
S
N
R
O
H
D
G
E

UNICORN
DINOSAUR
NARWHAL
MAGICIAN
SNEAKY
FIERCE
RADIO
PEACEFUL
PEOPLE
HORNS
SPIRALS
MEAN
FACE
PIECE
HUGE

ANSWER: Take away his credit cards.

How to Draw a 
Unicorn

More drawing fun!
Step-by-step instructions show you 
how to draw more than two dozen 

animals in Kid Scoop’s A Kid’s Guide to 
Drawing Cartoon Animals. Available 
now on amazon.com, target.com or at 

foxchapelpublishing.com

Magic Headlines
Abracadabra! You can be a magician by 
changing a factual headline into an opinion 
statement. Can you find a headline that 
expresses an opinion? Change it into a 
factual headline.
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Distinguish facts 
from opinion.

Cut out these 
boxes. Put 

them together 
in the correct 

order and color 
the unicorn.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

Standards Link: Life Science: 
Students know that some animals 
that once lived on Earth have 
completely disappeared.

      cientists have 
        found the bones of 
a “dinosaur unicorn.” 
The bagaceratops was 
a small, plant-eating 
dinosaur that was about 
three feet (1m) long 
and lived in Asia about 
 80 million years ago.

The name bagaceratops means 
“small horned face.”

Connect the dots to see what 
bagaceratops looked like.

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have features 
that help in survival.

Several hundred years ago, people 
sold mysterious horns that were said 
to be unicorn horns. These horns 
were straight; most animal horns are 
curved. Some were more than seven 
feet long and had spirals running 
down the entire length.

Today we know that many of those 
horns were from a shy sea animal 
called a narwhal. Cut out and 
assemble the puzzle pieces to learn 
a surprising fact about these 
“unicorns of the sea.”

The unicorn is usually described as an ideal being, possessing 
qualities people admire. While the animal does not exist, the 
qualities do.
         Each unicorn below has a puzzle piece in its mouth. 
        Match each piece with an identical piece that 
   contains a word describing a unicorn quality.

Standards Link: Literary 
Analysis: Students understand 
the origin of legends.

        or thousands of years, people all over the world 
         have told stories about a magical, 
mysterious one-horned animal: the 
unicorn. In some of these stories, 
unicorns were huge and in others 
they were tiny and playful. 
Some were pure white; others had 
horns and bodies 
of many colors. 
Some were 
fierce and 
brave. Others 
were peaceful.

Some people 
think that 
unicorn stories 
started from sightings 
of a one-horned 
rhinoceros or a gazelle 
in profile.



Two questions, many 
answers, Part 4

This time it’s personal.
I’ve known Chef  Chris-

sie for 
approx-
imately 
147 
years.

We 
met 
when I 
was 9.

He 
was my 
best 
friend’s 
big, 
jerky 

brother. For years I 
thought we had a mutual 
burning hatred, but I 
recently discovered that 
to him, I was just one 
interchangeable pesky 
friend among many.

Once I started dating 
Petey, his best friend, 
apathy transformed into 
active dislike. It took 
five or six years, but we 
got over ourselves and 
became good friends. He 
is now our closest family 
friend and surrogate big 
brother to The Kid.

Chrissie’s a chef  and 
if  I have any skill in the 
kitchen, the majority of  
the credit (or blame) goes 
to him. 

I asked him my two 
pandemic kitchen ques-
tions. Here they are, with 
his responses...

Q: When it’s going to be 
a while before you make a 
grocery run, what’s your 
favorite pantry meal?

A: Two things. 1) I 
always have chicken in 
the freezer. I always have 
onions. I always have pas-
ta. What I make is a kind 
of  Chicken Mac & Cheese. 
One pan for cheese sauce. 
One pan for pasta. Pan 
for chicken and onions, 
etc. This meal is versa-
tile. Change ingredients 
around. Substitute meats, 
veggies, pasta shapes. 
Make a casserole. De-
pending on the size of  the 
batch, I can eat for days. 

Reheats beautifully. Add a 
little milk, nuke, stir, and 

eat. Can’t 
beat it.

2) The 
second is, I 
make stan-
dard spa-
ghetti sauce. 
Then when 
you deglaze 
the pan, I’ll 

add the juice from two 
cans ( 6.5 oz. ) of  chopped 
clams. Reserving the meat 
to mix in just before serv-
ing. Grated Parmesan and 
you’re good to go.

Q: What’s your best 
food-related activity 
suggestion for staving off 
boredom and the result-
ing insanity?

A: Experiment with 
new recipes. Perfect old 
ones. Practice cooking 
basics, there is time for 
that now. If  you’ve been 
furloughed like I have, no 
rush to stuff your face. 
Get back in tune with 
your ingredients. Cook 
with love. Develop your 
style. Cook with soul.

Our second chef  this 

week is William Teahan 
in Vermont. He attended 
the same culinary school 
as The Kid: New England 
Culinary Institute.

He’s a Four Diamond 
chef and expert in menu 
design, engineering, and 
implementation, as well as 
unusual, innovative, and 
cutting edge food, stylings, 
and presentation.

His favorite pantry meal: 
Roasted chicken thighs 
with absurd amounts of  
garlic, chicken demi, and 
Texmati (I love the glace 
you can buy now).

And kitchen activities 
to fight cabin fever? Bak-
ing! In all its forms from 
weighing and scaling to 
forming and baking, be it 
loaf, cookie, or whatever 
the little heart desires. 
And the results are 
nomilicious (a technical 
chef  term). Savory, sweet, 
both: you make it as 
complex as you want it to 
be. Good time to start a 
sourdough mother!

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bull-

city.mom.

CORA hosts mobile market in Siler City 
BY CASEY MANN & 

KIM HAWKS
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — CORA, 
the Pittsboro-based 
nonprofit which has a 
food pantry there, hosted 
a “mobile market” food 
distribution in Siler City, 
serving more than 125 
families over a two-hour 
period.

The distribution site, 
also called a Mobile Mar-
ket, was a collaborative 
project between CORA 
— also known as Cha-
tham Outreach Alliance 
— UNC Health Systems 
and Chatham Hospital 
originally started in 2019 
to reach families in need 
in the western portion 
of  Chatham County who 
may not be able to receive 
food from the pantry in 
Pittsboro.

At Tuesday’s event, 
families were provided 
boxes of  food which 
included fresh food and 
produce such as berries, 
cabbage, potatoes and 
eggs. The boxes also 
included non-perishable 
items such as pasta, 
cereal, rice and tuna. 
In addition to food, the 
Chatham Health Alliance 
donated more than 200 
free face masks for the 
families receiving food. 
Those masks were com-
pletely distributed in less 
than an hour.

According to Melissa 
Driver Beard, the exec-
utive director of  CORA, 
the food pantry served on 
average 185 families per 

week prior to the out-
break of  COVID-19. Since 
then, the need has jumped 
and they now serve 275 
families weekly. 

CORA provides Cha-
tham residents in need 
with a week’s worth of  
groceries at its location in 
Pittsboro. Residents can 
receive the assistance up 
to six times in a 12-month 
period. The CORA food 
pantry is open from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, at 
40 Camp Drive in Pitts-
boro. Residents are asked 
to call 919-542-5020 to 
schedule an appointment 
first to set an appoint-
ment, though walk-ins 
are accepted. And CORA 
will hold another Mobile 
Market from 10 a.m. to 
noon on June 23 at Tech-
nology Way in Siler City.

“During this time of  un-
matched demand for food 
assistance, the strength 
and compassion of  our 
community has been on 
full display,” Beard said. 
“We’ve received dona-
tions of  food, financial 
donations, protective face 
masks, grocery bags, etc. 
It has truly been a hum-
bling experience.”

How you can help

CORA accepts dona-
tions of  food including 
canned goods, beans, rice, 
peanut butter and canned 
meats. It also accepts 
“kid friendly” donations 
of  cereal, applesauce, 
fruit snacks and juice 
boxes. Food donations 

can be made from 9 a.m. 
until 1:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at 40 
Camp Drive in Pittsboro.

CORA also accepts 
financial donations to 
purchase additional food 
to help fulfill the growing 
needs of  struggling fam-
ilies in Chatham County. 
Donations can be mailed 
to CORA at P.O. Box 1326, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 or 

give securely online at 
https://secure.qgiv.com/
for/corfoopan.

For more information, 
go to www.corafoodpan-
try.org or check out visit 
its social media accounts 
on  Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram.

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

CORA depends on volunteers to serve families in need, helping to put food on the table.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Julie Wilkerson of the Chatham Health Alliance 
distributed more than 200 free masks to the 
families receiving food.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Each of the 125 families at the CORA Mobile 
Market last Tuesday received a box of food, 
enough to feed a family for a week.

The World’s Greatest Guacamole
Recipe courtesy of  Chris Murphy

6 ripe avocados, chopped into 3/4 inch chunks
3 Roma tomatoes, diced
1/2 small white onion, chopped
1/4 habanero, diced into tiny dices
Juice of two limes
2 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste

Add all ingredients except salt and pepper into large bowl. Toss gently 
until mixed. Don’t mash the avocados, it’s meant to be very chunky.

Season with 2 teaspoons salt and a big pinch of pepper. Both avocado 
and citrus need lots of salt. So, please, taste and re-season if needed.

Serve on sturdy tortilla chips, in a taco, as a garnish to chili, or as a salad.
It’s better fresh, but if you have to refrigerate, place a piece of plastic 

wrap directly in contact with the guac. This will reduce the oxidation that 
turns avocados brown.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Chef 
William 
Teahan’s 
duck 
confit.

Submitted 
photo

 Teahan

The arrival of HBO Max 
and what it offers

The biggest news in 
online entertainment in 

the last 
week 
or so 
was not 
a par-
ticular 
film or 
series.

It 
was the 
arrival 
of  HBO 
Max, 

HBO’s latest entry into 
the standalone stream-
ing marketplace. Unlike 
HBO Now, which offered 
cord cutters the full slate 
of  HBO programming, 
HBO Max leverages HBO 
plus its sister pay TV 
service Cinemax and the 
full panoply of  War-
nerMedia (aka Warner 
Bros.) entertainment 
content. WarnerMedia 
says the channel will 
have over 10,000 hours 
of  content at launch, in-
cluding over 2,000 films. 
The biggest draw will 
be the “Max Originals” 
programming exclusive 
to the new channel, 
starting with two tentpo-
les offerings. “Love Life” 
stars Anna Kendrick and 
“follows a different pro-
tagonist’s quest for love 
each season, with each 
half-hour episode telling 
the story of  one of  their 

relationships,” according 
to the streamer’s de-
scription. “Legendary” 
dabbles in the reality TV 
genre, with an unscript-
ed ballroom competition 
show following young 
teams competing in balls 
and showcasing fashion 
for a panel of  judges.

HBO Max launched 
on May 27 with a price 
tag of  $15 per month. It 
already has distribution 
deals with most enter-
tainment providers and 
platforms (Roku and 
Amazon Fire are the 
two primary absences at 
present).

Back to the established 
confines of  Netflix, here 
are last week’s top new 
offerings:

“Uncut Gems”

The gonzo, critically 
acclaimed 2019 film stars 
Adam Sandler, who 
plays hard-luck hustler 
and diamond dealer 
Howard Ratner. From 
my review: “The genius 
of  the Safdie broth-
ers’ script—grounded 
in greed’s corrosive 
effects, it’s like the Coen 
brothers on acid—is that 
we end up rooting for 
the otherwise repellant 
Howard.” Definitely 
worth a stream. Dropped 
May 25.

“Jeffrey Epstein: 
Filthy Rich”

This miniseries is based 
on the 2016 book of the 
same name by James 
Patterson. Beyond the 
conspiracy theories, the 
show shares stories of the 
actual survivors of con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein, and how he used 
his wealth and power to 
commit these crimes. 
Available since May 27.

“Space Force 
(Season 1)”

This much-anticipated 
series is created by Greg 
Daniels (known for his 
work on several televi-
sion series, including 
“The Office”) and Steve 
Carrell, who also stars. 
It is a workplace comedy 
series that centers on a 
group of  people tasked 
with establishing the 
titular sixth military 
branch. Carell’s charac-
ter, Mark Naird, is the 
general in charge of  the 
effort. Expect a “Stran-
gelove” vibe; indeed, a 
Space Force scientist 
named Dr. Adrian 
Mallory (played by John 
Malkovich) is described 
as a Dr. Strangelove 
parody. The 10-episode 
season dropped on May 
29.

Photo courtesy of HBO

Anna Kendrick stars in ‘Love Life,’ now streaming on HBO Max.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

call (919) 663-3232 or go to chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/



REAL ESTATE
LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 

more information. N14,tfnx

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference  room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 

919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
OPENING SOON!! Siler School 
Square Apts. - Multi-family 
community w/1 and 2 bdrm 
apts. Amenities include: play-
ground, fitness center, com-
puter room, and much more! 
Affordable housing, must meet 
income requirements. Call 
(919) 234-5525 today to be put 
on call list. Credit and criminal 
background check required. 
Handicap accessible units 
subject to availability. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Profes-
sionally managed by Partner-
ship Property Management. 
My21,28,Jn4,11,4tc 

POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for LWVODC: Advo-
cates For Inclusive and Diverse 
Schools Reopening Task Force 
adults 55 years or older, 1 and 
2 bedroom applications now 
being accepted. Office hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD # 1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, key-
less entry. Section 8 accepted. 
$486/mo, no security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
A2,tfnc

YARD SALES
YARD SALE, 332 Seth Teague 
Road, Friday, 9am until; Sat-
urday, 8am until. Multi-family 
downsizing: household items, 
clothes, much more. Jn4,tp

CLEARANCE YARD SALE - June 
5, 7am to 5pm; June 6, 7am to 
12pm, Carbonton Community 
Center, 6953 Carbonton Rd. 
Homemade baked goods, 
household items, clothes, 
shoes, and furniture. Every-
thing Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! 
Jn4,1tp

AUTOS FOR SALE
CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 
VAN, runs good, comfortable 
ride; Good tires. Regular main-
tenance performed. 162,900 
miles. $3,100. Pittsboro, 919-
542-2859, Jn4,11,2tp

2006 HONDA CRV LX SUV - 
Good tires, New brakes on 
front and back. Reliable trans-
portation, $2,700, 919-225-7687, 
My21,28,Jn4,11,18,5tp

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, A2,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@

yahoo.com, A2,tfnc

SERVICES
IN NEED OF A PRIVATE INVESTI-
GATOR? Let Trusting Instincts 
Private Investigations help you 
find the answers you need! 
Visit http://www.trustingin-
stincts.org or call 336-521-6174. 
My28,Jn4,11,18,4tp

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING 
and/or Landscaping and 
yard work. Available imme-
diately. Call 845-287-9213. 
My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tp 

HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn Care, 
mowing, small back hoe. Will 
dig up bushes, do storm drain 
pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, A2,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 

trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
SUCCESSFUL SOLUTIONS, MHS, 
INC. is looking for Direct Sup-
port paraprofessional to work 
with individuals with Intellec-
tual Developmental Disabilities. 
Please contact Patricia Watkins 
at (919) 259-2017. Jn4,11,18,3tp

SEEKING LOYAL AND TRUST-
WORTHY VIRTUAL ASSISTANT, 
handling and monitoring 
warehouse activities. Work 
only 4 days per week virtually. 
Salary per week: $450, Email: 
expresintecourier@gmail.com 
Jn4,1tp  

HOUSEKEEPER/CLEANER need-
ed 2 days a week. Pittsboro 
home. Must like dogs and be 
comfortable around them. All 
cleaning supplies provided. 
Must have own transportation, 
be dependable. References 
required. Call or text 919-656-
2268, My28,Jn4,2tc

DOGGIE HELPER NEEDED 1 day 
a week or as needed. Home in 
Pittsboro. Must love dogs and 
puppies. Experience would be 
great. Must be dependable, 
have own transportation. Must 
like to clean and take care of 
dogs, etc. Must have experi-
ence bathing dogs. Call or text 
919-656-2268, My28,Jn4,2tc  

NOW HIRING RNs w/geriatric 
experience for SeniorCare in 
Burlington & Pittsboro. FT, 
M-F, w/benefits! www.pied-
monthealth.org to apply. M28,-
Jn4,11,18,4tc 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CLERK 
for Siler City office. Part time 
employment no less than 10 
hours per week. Experience in 
accounting required. Experi-
ence with Quickbooks prefera-
ble. Apply online only: https://
jsco.re/5m9i6 or https://cadinc.
com/about/careers, My21,28,-
Jn4,11,4tc

MISC
REID’S BARBER SHOP - NOW 
APPOINTMENTS ONLY! If you 
are healthy! Call Reid to sched-
ule cut at (919) 200-8812. (If 
your call is not answered - I 
will see your missed call and 
call you back!) Now scheduling 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
Jn 4, Jn 5, Jn 6. Please call. 
Jn4,1tp

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 204
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Administra-
tor CTA of the Estate of DEBO-
RAH JEAN BURKE, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
August 14, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of May, 2020.
Administrator CTA, 
Richard Alan Burke, Jr.
141 Snyder SR, SE
Bondurant, IA 50035
C/O Lewis Fadley
119 N Fir Avenue 
Siler City, NC 27344 

My14,My21,My28,J4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
John Thomas Gaines, Jr., hav-
ing qualified as the Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of SHIRLEY CADDELL McNEILL, 
deceased, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Cha-
tham County on April 30, 2020, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before August 12, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of May 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, NC 
27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record

50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Sheila Leslie McEwan Cordner, 
having qualified as the Person-
al Representative of the Estate 
of LESLEY McEWAN, deceased, 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Chatham 
County on April 30, 2020, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before August 12, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of May 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, NC 
27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
WILLIAM LEXTOR THOM-
AS, having qualified as the 
ADMINISTRATOR CTA of the 
Estate of JOAN CLARK THOMAS, 
deceased, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Cha-
tham County on MAY 7, 2020, 
does herby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before August 12, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of May 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, NC 
27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as the 
Co-Executors of the Estate 
of REBECCA B. BROOKS aka 
BECKY B. BROOKS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
or corporations having claims 
against the estate to present 
same duly proven to the under-
signed on or before the 15th 
day of August, 2020; otherwise, 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of recovery. All persons, firms 
or corporations indebted to the 
estate will please make prompt 
settlement with the Executor.
This 8th day of, May, 2020.
Estate of Rebecca B. Brooks 
aka
Becky B. Brooks
Rhonda B. Wilkie, Co-Executrix
510 S. 2nd Ave.
Siler City, NC 27344
Alan G. Brooks, Co-Executor
1041 Pine Knolls Rd.
Kernersville, NC 27284
Brinkley Walser Stoner, PLLC
P. O. Box 1657
Lexington, NC  27293-1657

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 193
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of JAMES 
MICHAEL ELLIS, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
August 14, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 14th day of May, 2020.
Rosa Ann Headen, Adminis-
trator
207 Guthrie Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of WILLIAM G. 
PHILLIPS, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to noti-
fy all persons having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned c/o Robert A. 
Mason, Esq., PO Box 817, Ashe-
boro, North Carolina 27204, 
on or before the 17th day of 
August, 2020, or this notice 

will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 14th day of May, 2020.
Marian D. Phillips
Executor of the Estate of
William G. Phillips
C/O Robert A. Mason, Esq.
PO Box 817
Asheboro, North Carolina 27344

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor of 
the estate of ARNOLD KNIGHT 
MILLER III, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to noti-
fy all persons having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of August, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This 14th day of May, 2020.
Arnold Wesley Miller, Executor 
3117 Windmere Dr
Sanford, NC 27330

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the estate of NANCY S WIL-
LIAMS, late of Chapel Hill, Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against said decedent to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 14th day of 
August, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said decedent will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 14th day of May, 2020
Richard E. Gattis, Executor,
Estate of Nancy S. Williams, 
Deceased
c/o Walter Brodie Burwell, Jr.
Pinna, Johnston & Burwell, P.A.
P.O. Box 31788
Raleigh, NC 27622

My14,My21,My28,Jn4,4tc

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PROCESS OF PUBLICATION 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 CVS 298
ROBERT TERRELL III hereby 
notifies General Shale Brick, 
Inc., all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate: notice to 
the undersigned on or before 
June 18, 2020 as to plead in bar 
of recovery.
Robert Terrell III
126 West Presnell Street, Apt C
Asheboro, North Carolina 27203
Robertintel.o@gmail.com

My21,My28,Jn4,3tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
DOROTHY CATHERINE KUHAR, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before August 21, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 21st day of May, 2020.
James Hutchinson, Administra-
tor of the 
Estate of Dorothy Catherine 

Kuhar, 
c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attorney
155 Parkway Office Court, Suite 
200
Cary, NC 27518

M21,My28,Jn4,Jn11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 192
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of HAROLD DEAN 
BROWN, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
August 21, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 21st day of May, 2020.
Jerry L. Sanders, Executor
3919 US Hwy 64 W 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

My21,My28,Jn4,Jn11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 155
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of JOHN R. 
LECHNER, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 

August  21, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. This the 
21st day of May, 2020.
Co-Executors
1. Joseph H. Lechner
2229 Sonoma Dr., East

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH is looking for a Financial 
Secretary to work in the church office 

20 hours per week from 9am-2pm 
Monday thru Thursday. Bookkeeping 

and computer skills required. 
Send resumes to FUMC, PO Box 212, 

Siler City, NC 27344.

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

“National Marketing...Local Expertise.”®

NCFL#7360
(919) 545-0412

www.RogersAuction.com

PREVIEW/INSPECTIONS:

Sat., 6/6: 11-1 pm, Wed., 6/10: 5-6 pm, Th urs., 6/11: 12-1 pm

7253 Lake Juno Rd., Liberty, NC

ONLINE BIDDING ENDS MAY 5TH!

ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11th

PIN BALL MACHINES, ARCADE & VIDEO GAMES, RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT, BOATS,
TRACTOR, HONDA MOTORCYCLE, VEHICLES & CONTENTS OF HOME

Lake Juno Amusement Park • Estate Liquidation of the Late Junior Jenkins

FOR SALE @ AUCTION • LIBERTY, NC

Register to Bid @ RogersAuction.com

ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11thONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11
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Nokomis, FL 34275
2. Paul H. May
4131 Union St
N Chili, NY 1451
C/O EVERETT M BOLTON
Howard, McCoy & Bolton, L.L.P.
PO Box 10305
Raleigh, NC 276052

My21,My28,Jn4,Jn11,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of THOMAS 
HAROLD GRIFFIN, JR. late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 20th day of 
August, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 18th day of May, 2020.
C. Todd Roper, Executor of
The Estate of Thomas Harold 
Griffin, Jr.
Post Office Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312 
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

My21,My28,Jn4,Jn11,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK 
19 SP 226 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
FORECLOSURE OF A LIEN BY 
Chatham Forest Homeown-
ers Association, Inc., a North 
Carolina Corporation against, 
Brian J. Dougherty and Somar 
J. Dougherty Owners.
Lien Dated: 10/03/2018
Recorded as 18 M 263 in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court.
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the pow-
er and authority contained in 
the Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions, and Restrictions for 
Chatham Forest Subdivision, 
and pursuant to the provisions 
of Chapters 47 of the North 
Carolina General Statutes, and 
because of default in the pay-

ment of certain assessments 
secured by a Claim of Lien 
dated 10/03/2018 and recorded 
as 18 M 263 and pursuant to 
the Order of the Clerk of Supe-
rior Court for Chatham County, 
North Carolina, entered in this 
foreclosure proceeding, the 
undersigned Tina Frazier Pace,  
Trustee, will expose for sale 
at public auction on the 11th 
of June, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. at 
the usual and customary place 
for such sales at the Chatham 
County Courthouse, the fol-
lowing described real property 
(including the house and any 
other improvements thereon):
All of that certain tract or 
parcel of land being Lot No. 92, 
containing 11,280 square feet 
and more particularly shown 
and defined upon that plat 
entitled Final Plat Chatham 
Forest Phase 5-A, for Voller 
Realty & Construction, Ltd., 
by Dewberry & Davis, Inc., 
dated 7/6/2004, to which plat is 
recorded in Plat Slide 2004-278, 
Chatham County Registry.
Commonly known as: 150 
Bellemont Road, Pittsboro, NC 
27312
The sale will be made subject 
to all prior liens, unpaid taxes, 
restrictions and easements of 
record and assessments, if any.
The record owners of the 
above-described real property 
as reflected on the records of 
the Chatham County Register 
of Deeds not more than ten 
(10) days prior to the posting 
of this Notice is Brian J. Dough-
erty and Somar J. Dougherty.
Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statute §45-21.10(b), 
any successful bidder may be 
required to deposit with the 
Trustee  immediately upon 
conclusion of the sale, a cash 
deposit of five (5%) of the 
amount of the bid, or the sum 
of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($750.00), whichever is greater.  
Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the full 
balance purchase price so bid 
in cash or certified check at 
the time the Trustee tenders 
a deed for the property or 
attempts to tender such deed, 
and should said successful bid-
der fail to pay the full balance 
purchase price so bid at that 
time, he shall remain liable on 
his bid as provided for in North 
Carolina General Statute §45-
21.30(d) and (e).
To the extent this sale involves 
residential property with less 
than fifteen (15) rental units, 
you are hereby notified of the 
following:
a. An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to Section 45-21.29 
of the North Carolina General 
Statutes in favor of the pur-
chaser and against the party 
or parties in possession by the 
clerk of superior court of the 
county in which the property is 
sold; and
b. Any person who occupies 
the property pursuant to a 
rental agreement entered into 
or renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may, after receiving the 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice to the landlord, 
to be effective on a date stated 
in the notice that is at least 10 
days, but no more than 90 days, 
after the sale date contained 
in the notice of sale, provided 
that the mortgagor has not 
cured the default at the time 
the tenant provided the notice 
of termination.  Upon termi-
nation of a rental agreement, 
the tenant is liable for rent due 
under the rental agreement 
prorated to the effective date 
of the termination.  
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that if 
you have been granted a Dis-
charge of Debtor pursuant to 
Section 727 of Title 11, United 
States Bankruptcy Code, or are 
currently under the protection 
of the Bankruptcy Court, then 
this attempt at collection is 
not directed to you personally, 
but is only an effort to secure 
the property which is subject 
to the lien of the Association 
Dues, or in the alternative, 
is an attempt to collect only 
post-bankruptcy assessments.
This sale will be held open ten 
(10) days for upset bids as 
required by law.
This the 9th day of May, 2020. 
Tina Frazier Pace, Trustee
NC State Bar No. 20968
HATCH, LITTLE & BUNN,  LLP
2626 Glenwood Ave., Suite 550
P. O. Box 527
Raleigh, North Carolina   27602
Telephone: (919)856-3940

My28,Jn4,2tc

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA-Part B, 
Public Law 108.446) Project is 
presently being amended. The 
Project describes the special 
education programs that Cha-
tham Charter proposes for Fed-
eral funding for the 2020-2021 
School Year. Interested per-
sons are encouraged to review 
amendments to the Project and 
make comments concerning 
the implementation of special 
education under this Federal 
Program. All comments will be 
considered prior to submission 
of the amended Project to the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. The IDEA-Part B 
Project is open to the public for 
review and comments during 
the week of June 10 through 
June 17, 2020. To review the 
Project and provide comments 
please email John Eldridge 
(jeldridge@chathamcharter) 
by June 17, 2020. 

My28,Jn4,2tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 18th day of 
May, 2020, as Administrator 
CTA of the ESTATE OF MARY 
LAURA PADDOCK, Deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 28TH  day of August, 2020 
or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said Estate 

will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This, the 28th day of May, 2020.
BENJAMIN FREDERICK GOOD-
NOH MASCHAL
ADMINISTRATOR CTA 
ESTATE OF MARY LAURA 
PADDOCK
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, 
Attorney
Walker Lambe Rhudy Costley & 
Gill, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina  27717

My28,Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,4tc

TOWN OF PITTSBORO
Official Notice & Public Hearing 
Notice
2020-2021 Budget
Notice is hereby given that the 
proposed budget for FY 2020-
2021, pursuant to the provi-
sions of N.C. General Statute 
159-12, has been submitted to 
the Board of Commissioners 
and is available for public 
inspection at the office of the 
Town Clerk between the hours 
of 8:30 AM and 5:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday and also on 
the town website http://pitts-
boronc.gov. There shall be a 
public hearing on the proposed 
budget at 7:00 PM, Monday, 
June 8, 2020 at the Board of 
Commissioners Virtual Meet-
ing. See http://pittsboronc.gov 
for the link to join this meeting. 
Written comments on the 
Budget will be accepted up to 
24 hrs after the Public Hearing 
is held. 
Budget Summary:
General Fund – $ 5,166,686
Water & Sewer Fund – $ 
3,548,973
Capital Reserve Funds – Gen 
$20
Capital Reserve Funds – W S 
$274,500
Capital Reserve Funds – SDF 
$401,500
Total $ 9,391,679
Cassandra Bullock,
Town Clerk

My28,Jn4,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDTORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20-E-218
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of JOHN 
R. ELKINS, JR. a/k/a JOHN 
RAYMOND ELKINS, JR. of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
August 28, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
the estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
This the 20th day of May, 2020.
Johnny L. Elkins, 
Administrator,
10224 NC 902 Hwy
Bear Creek, NC 27207-9266

My28,Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
BEFORE THE CLERK
19 SP 198
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF FORECLO-
SURE
OF A DEED OF TRUST FROM 
JAMES WARREN BROOKS 
A/K/A JAMES W. BROOKS AND 
BRENDA M. BROOKS,
DATED APRIL 27, 2004, RECORD-
ED IN BOOK 1100, 
PAGE 578, CHATHAM COUNTY 
REGISTRY
AMENDED NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE 
Pursuant to an order entered 
February 17, 2020, in the Supe-
rior Court for Chatham County, 
and the power of sale con-
tained in the captioned deed 
of trust (“Deed of Trust”), the 
undersigned Substitute Trustee 
will offer for sale at auction, 
to the highest bidder for cash, 
AT THE COURTHOUSE DOOR IN 
PITTSBORO, CHATHAM COUN-
TY, NORTH CAROLINA ON JUNE 
17, 2020 AT 2:00 P.M., the real 
estate and the improvements 
thereon secured by the Deed 
of Trust, less and except any 
of such property released from 
the lien of the deed of trust pri-
or to the date of this sale, lying 
and being in Chatham County, 
North Carolina, commonly 
known as 47 Adolph Taylor 
Road, Pittsboro, NC and being 
more particularly described as 
follows:
All that certain parcel of land 
lying and being situated in the 
County of Chatham, State of 
NC, to wit: Beginning at set 
iron pipe in the southern right 
of way line of U.S. 64, said pipe 
being the northwest corner 
of Arthur Bland, and running 
thence along the southern right 
of way line of said highway 
North 76 degrees 26 minutes 50 
seconds West 203 feet to a set 
iron pipe:  Thence along a new 
line of Wall South 0 degrees 35 
minutes East 222.82 feet to an 
iron pipe set in the northern 
right of way line of S.R. 2161; 
thence running along the 
northern right of way line of 
said highway North 62 degrees 
06 minutes 25 seconds East 
211.78 feet to an iron pipe set 
in the line of Bland; thence 
along the line of Bland North 3 
degrees East 76.22 feet to the 
Point or Place of Beginning, 
containing 0.660 acre more 
or less according to a survey 
entitled “Property of James W. 
Brooks” dated August 27, 1974 
prepared by Smith and Smith 
Surveyors, Reference to which 
is hereby made for a more 
particular description. 
Tax Map Reference: 9731-00-
29-0177.
Being that parcel of land 
conveyed to James W. Brooks 
and wife, Brenda M. Brooks, 
Tenants by the Entirety from 
Gertrude Walls, Widow by that 
deed dated 08/29/1974 and 
recorded 08/30/1974 in deed 
book 384, at page 369 of the 
Chatham County, NC Public 
Registry.
Subject to all restrictive 
covenants and conditions of 
records. 
Subject to all easements 
and rights of way of record, 
including, but not limited to  

the Right of Way Agreement 
recorded in Book 386, Page 
158, Chatham County Registry 
and the Easement to Carolina 
Power and Light Company re-
corded in  Book 386, Page 234, 
Chatham County Registry.
In the Trustee’s sole discretion, 
the sale may be delayed for up 
to one (1) hour as provided in 
Section 45-21.23 of the North 
Carolina General Statutes.
The record owner of the real 
property not more than ten 
days prior to the date hereof 
is James Warren Brooks and 
Brenda M. Brooks.
A five percent cash deposit, 
or a cash deposit of $750.00, 
whichever is greater, will be 
required of the last and highest 
bidder. The balance of the bid 
purchase price shall be due in 
full in cash or certified funds at 
a closing to take place within 
thirty (30) days of the date of 
sale. The undersigned Substi-
tute Trustee shall convey title 
to the property by nonwarranty 
deed.
This sale will be made subject 
to all prior liens of record, 
if any, and to all unpaid ad 
valorem taxes and special 
assessments, if any, which 
became a lien subsequent to 
the recordation of the Deed of 
Trust.  This sale will be further 
subject to the right, if any, of 
the United States of America 
to redeem the above-described 
property for a period of 120 
days following the date when 
the final upset bid period has 
run.
The purchaser of the property 
described above shall pay the 
Clerk’s Commissions in the 
amount of $.45 per $100.00 of 
the purchase price (up to a 
maximum amount of $500.00), 
required by Section 7A308(a)
(1) of the North Carolina Gener-
al Statutes.  If the purchaser of 
the above described property 
is someone other than the 
Beneficiary under the Deed of 
Trust, the purchaser shall also 
pay, to the extent applicable, 
the land transfer tax in the 
amount of one percent (1%) of 
the purchase price.
To the extent this sale involves 
residential property with less 
than fifteen (15) rental units, 
including single family residen-
tial real property, you are here-
by notified of the following:
a. An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to Section 45-21.29 
of the North Carolina General 
Statutes in favor of the pur-
chaser and against the party 
or parties in possession by the 
clerk of superior court of the 
county in which the property is 
sold; and 
b. Any person who occupies 
the property pursuant to a 
rental agreement entered into 
or renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may, after receiving the 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice of termination to 
the landlord, to be effective on 
a date stated in the notice that 
is at least ten (10) days, but 
no more than ninety (90) days, 
after the sale date contained 
in the Notice of Sale, provided 
that the mortgagor has not 
cured the default at the time 
the tenant provides the notice 
of termination. Upon termina-
tion of a rental agreement, the 
tenant is liable for rent due 
under the rental agreement 
prorated to the effective date 
of the termination. This 7th day 
of April, 2020.
DEACON SERVICES, LLC, 
Substitute Trustee
James T. Martin, Manager
116 Cobblestone Court
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
252-904-6272
Poyner Spruill LLP
PO Box 353
Rocky Mount, NC 27802
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CHATHAM COUNTY HAS BEEN 
AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDS 
MADE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
(DHS)/FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY UNDER 
THE EMERGENCY FOOD AND 
SHELTER NATIONAL BOARD 
PROGRAM
Chatham County has been cho-
sen to receive $11,827 to sup-
plement emergency food and 
shelter programs in the county 
and $27,682 for the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act which 
was signed into law on Friday, 
March 27, 2020. This law is 
meant to address the economic 
fallout of the 2020 coronavirus 
pandemic in the United States. 
Currently, processes have com-
menced to award the funds to 
the National Board. 
The selection was made by a 
National Board that is chaired 
by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy and consists of representa-
tives from the American Red 
Cross; Catholic Charities, USA; 
National Council of the Church-
es of Christ in the USA; The 
Jewish Federations of North 
America; The Salvation Army 
and The United Way World-
wide. The Local Board was 
charged to distribute funds 
appropriated by Congress to 
help expand the capacity of 
food and shelter programs in 
high-need areas around the 
county.
A Local Board, made up of local 
representatives of the organi-
zations listed above, will deter-
mine how the funds awarded to 
Chatham County are to be dis-
tributed among the emergency 
food and shelter programs run 
by local service agencies in 
the area. The Local Board is 
responsible for recommending 
agencies to receive these funds 
and any additional funds made 
available under this phase of 
the program.
Under the terms of the grant 
from the National Board, local 
agencies chosen to receive 
funds must: 1) be private 
voluntary non-profits or units 
of government, 2) be eligible to 
receive Federal funds, 3) have 
an accounting system, 4) prac-
tice nondiscrimination, 5) have 
demonstrated the capability to 
deliver emergency food and/
or shelter programs, and 6) if 

they are a private voluntary 
organization, have a voluntary 
board. Qualifying agencies are 
urged to apply.
Chatham County has distribut-
ed Emergency Food and Shelter 
funds previously with The 
Salvation Army participating. 
This agency was responsible 
for providing over 80 families 
with emergency financial 
assistance.
Public or private voluntary 
agencies interested in applying 
for Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program funds must 
contact Jane Wrenn via email 
at jane.wrenn@uss.salvation-
army.org  or by telephone 919-
542-1593 for an application.  
The deadline for applications 
to be returned is Thursday, 
June 18, 2020, by 5:00 p.m. 
Completed applications must 
be returned either by email at 
the above email address or by 
postal mail to: The Salvation 
Army, P.O. Box 752, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312.  
Applications received after the 
deadline of June 18, 2020, will 
not be eligible.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
June 15, 2020, beginning at 6:00 
p.m. The hearing will be held at 
the Chatham County Agricul-
ture and Conference Center 
in Pittsboro, North Carolina 
at 1192 US-64 W BUS. Due to 
the Governor’s restrictions 
on mass gatherings, public 
seating at the meeting will be 
limited. There will also be an 
option to participate electron-
ically. More information about 
the meeting, including options 
for submitting public input, 
will be available by June 8, 
2020 on the County website at: 
https://www.chathamnc.org/
Home/Components/Calendar/
Event/29892/45
Additional information is 
available at the Chatham 
County Planning Department 
office. Speakers are requested 
to sign up at the meeting prior 
to the hearing. You may also 
sign up on the county website 
prior to the meeting at www.
chathamnc.org by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners.
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
Legislative Request: 1. A 
Legislative public hearing for 
general use rezoning request 
by Glandon Forest Equity, LLC 
to rezone Parcel No’s. 5050, 
4787, 4742, and portions of 
parcels 4653 and 76194, from 
R-1 Residential to NB Neighbor-
hood Business, located off Old 
US 421 S, Bear Creek Township.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions or 
comments concerning these 
issues, please call the Chatham 
County Planning Department at 
542-8204 or write to P.O. Box 54, 
Pittsboro N.C. 27312.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 217
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of LANELLE DEES 
PROCHNOW, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 29th day of May, 2020.
Suzanne McLeod, Executor
494 McLeods Way
Bear Creek, NC 27207
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against RALPH K. ANDERSON 
aka RALPH KENNETH AN-
DERSON [hereinafter “Ralph 
K. Anderson”] of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, who 
died on the 23rd day of March, 
2020, are notified to present 
them to Susan M. Anderson, 
Executrix of the Estate of Ralph 
K. Anderson in c/o Dean P. 
Broz, Attorney for the Estate, 
at Higgins, Frankstone, Graves 
& Morris, P. A., 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203, Exchange West 
at Meadowmont, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27517-8834 on or before 
September 10, 2020. Failure 
to present a claim in timely 
fashion will result in this 
Notice being pleaded in bar of 
recovery against the estate, 
the Executrix, and the devisees 
of Ralph K. Anderson.  Those 
indebted to Ralph K. Anderson 
are asked to make prompt 
payment to the Estate.
Dean P. Broz, Attorney for the 
Estate
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
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TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on June 15, 2020 at 7 pm in the 
City Hall Courtroom located at 
311 N. 2nd Ave. Public hearing 

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and 
your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 844-865-6247 today. Free 
Consultation. No Risk.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. 
NO obligation, NO risk! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-641-0129

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details: 866-412-0719

Greensville County Public 
Schools in Emporia, VA 
is looking for committed 
educators in the following 
areas: Secondary 
Mathematics, English, and 
History; Middle School 
Mathematics and Art; 
Elementary Education; and 
Instructional Technology. 
Must be eligible for state 
certification. Contact Paige 
Crewe, pcrewe@gcps1.com 
or 434-634-3748, or visit our 
website at www.gcps1.com for 
more information.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Become 
a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 833-990-0354.  
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

 Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.  Call National Debt 
Relief 844-314-8819.

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year!  Call 866-414-
8635!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

BOY SCOUT 
C O M P E N S A T I O N 
FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation!  
Victims may be eligible for a 
significant cash settlement.  
Time to file is limited.  Call 
Now!  919-802-7784

 A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation 
helps education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 833-833-
2720

LOOKING TO EXPAND 
INTO THE COMMERCIAL 
MARKET?? Coatings 
manufacturer looking for 
company to install coatings 
on commercial roofs, in North 
& South Carolina. CALL 740-
656-0177.

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711
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and Board discussion will be 
conducted on the following 
request: Town of Siler City 
proposes text amendments to 
§170 Building Setback Require-
ments and §173 Cluster Subdi-
visions (minimum setback from 
street right-of-way and lot 
boundary line) of the UDO.
The proposed item is available 
for review by contacting the 
Planning and Community De-
velopment Director at jmead-
ows@silercity.org or 919-742-
2323.  All persons interested in 
the outcome of the application 
are invited to attend the public 
hearing and present com-
ments, testimony, and exhibits 
on the above referenced item.  
The Planning Board will meet 
on June 8 @ 6:30 pm to consid-
er a recommendation to the 
Town Board.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts.  The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings.  This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request.  Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.
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LEGAL NOTICE PUBLIC HEAR-
ING 
The proposed Fiscal Year 2020-
2021 Budget for the Town of 
Siler City has been presented 
to the Town Board of Commis-

sioners and is available for 
public inspection in the Town 
Manager’s Office at City Hall, 
311 North Second Avenue from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. week-
days or on the town’s website 
at www.silercity.org. 
A public hearing will be held on 
the budget ordinance for Fiscal 
Year 2020-2021 on Monday, June 
15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Courtroom, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina. 
Citizens are invited to submit 
written comments to Town 
Clerk Jenifer Johnson at jjohn-
son@silercity.org. 
The following is a summary of 
the budget as presented:
General Fund $7,249,865.00 
Powell Bill Fund $596,746.00
Enterprise Fund (Water & Sew-
er) $7,742,250.00
Enterprise Fund (License Plate 
Agency) $153,446.00
TOTAL: $15,742,307.00
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CHATHAM COUNTY PARTNER-
SHIP FOR CHILDREN 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: 
SEARCH CONSULTATION 
SERVICES to recruit key staff 
leadership for the Program 
Director position to be filled no 
later than September 1, 2020. 
Qualified Professional Search 
Consultant Firm or Individual, 
must be incorporated and fully 
insured; experience with Smart 
preferred. Visit www.chatham-
kids.org for more information.
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CHATHAM COUNTY REQUEST 
FOR BIDS
CORA Food Pantry Addition and 
Renovation
Chatham County is seeking 
bids from qualified contractors 
to perform construction and 
renovations at the CORA Food 
Pantry located at 40 Camp 
Drive, Pittsboro, NC 27312. 
Work includes, but is not 
limited to the construction of a 
30’x 80’ pre-engineered metal 
building; identified site work 
which includes some asphalt 
and curb and gutter; retaining 
wall foundation including slab; 
minimal prep for plumbing, 
mechanical, and electrical 
upfit. The adjacent building 
will remain occupied during 
construction.
A mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting 
will be held at the site on June 
18, 2020 at 10:00 AM.  The 

meeting will be outdoors to ad-
dress any COVID-19 concerns.
Sealed proposals will be 
received from qualified bidders 
until 2:00 pm on Thursday, July 
2, 2020 by Brian Stevens, Facili-
ties & Construction Director for 
Chatham County. At that time 
bids will be opened and read. 
The bid opening will be held 
at the Old Agriculture Building 
Auditorium at 65 East Chatham 
Street, Pittsboro, NC 27312.
This solicitation and others 
can be located on the Chatham 
County Current Bids and 
Proposals webpage at: https://
www.chathamnc.org/business/
current-bid-proposal-opportu-
nities.
Chatham County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and 
does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex, marital status, 
race, color, creed, national 
origin, age or disability.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 152
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of EDSEL LIONEL 
DANIEL, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2020.  
Caswell Lionel Daniel, Executor
6515 Glendower Road
Moncure, NC 27559
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of MARY ANN KENNEY BUCK, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
the Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the offices 
of Marcus Hudson, Attorney, 
641 Rock Creek Road, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27514, 
on or before the 4th day of 

September, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 4th day of June, 020. 
Nancy Buck McKenna, Executor
Estate of Mary Ann Kenney 
Buck 
Marcus Hudson, Attorney
641 Rock Creek Road
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 96
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of CHARLES E. HAR-
RINGTON, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2020.
Donald Harrington, Executor
2413 Canoe Creek Lane
Apex, NC 27523
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
Public Hearing Notice - The 
Town of Siler City will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, June 
15, 2020 to consider potential 
projects for which funding may 
be applied under the CDBG 
Neighborhood Revitalization, 
Housing, Planning, Infrastruc-
ture and Economic Develop-
ment programs. Suggestions 
for potential projects will be 
solicited, both verbally and 
in writing, from all interest-
ed parties. The expected 
amount of CDBG funds will 
be discussed along with the 
range of projects eligible under 
these programs and a review 
of previously funded projects. 
The hearing will begin at 7pm 
and will be held at 311 North 
Second Avenue in Siler City, NC 
27344. Further information 
can be obtained by contacting 
the Planning and Communi-
ty Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 

919-742-2323. 
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts.  The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommo-
dations for this request. Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP) for 
Grant Administration Services 
- The Town of Siler City is 
seeking professional services 
for the preparation of a CDBG 
application in the Neighbor-
hood Revitalization program 
offered by the NC Department 
of Commerce. The project is 
anticipated to include housing 
related activities as devel-
oped during the application 
process. The grant request is 
anticipated to be an amount 
up to $750,000. The project 
will take place over the next 
30 months. Professional ser-
vices will be contingent upon 
successful award of the grant 
project. Contingent upon this 
award, the Town is soliciting 
proposals for application 
preparation and grant admin-
istration services to assist the 
Town in the administration and 
management of this project in 
compliance with all applicable 
requirements under the North 

Carolina CDBG Program. The 
fee for grant application and 
administration services will 
be paid with CDBG funds. The 
application for the CDBG Grant 
is due no later than 4:00 PM 
Monday, July 27, 2020. Copies 
of the detailed Request for 
Proposals including a de-
scription of the services to be 
provided by respondents, the 
minimum content of respons-
es, and the factors to be used 
to evaluate the responses, 
can be obtained by contacting 
the Planning and Communi-
ty Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or at 
919-742-4731. The above infor-
mation should be submitted 
no later than June 11, 2020 at 
5:00 p.m., to the Town of Siler 
City Planning and Community 
Development Director (Jack 
Meadows) via: email (jmead-
ows@silercity.org); mailing 
address (Town of Siler City, 
P.O. Box 769, Siler City, NC 
27344); or physical address 
(Town of Siler City, 311 North 
2nd Avenue, Room 301, Siler 
City, NC 27344).
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommo-
dations for this request. Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Chatham farmers, ranchers can apply 

for financial assistance through USDA’s 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
WASHINGTON — Agricultural producers can 

now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP), which provides direct payments to 
offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The ap-
plication and a payment calculator are now available 
online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff 
members are available via phone, fax and online tools 
to help producers complete applications.

“We know North Carolina producers are facing a 
tough time now, and we are making every effort to 
provide much needed support as quickly as possible,” 
said Eddie Woodhouse, state executive director for 
FSA in North Carolina. “FSA is available over the 
phone to walk you through the application process, 
whether it’s the first time you’ve worked with FSA, or 
if  you know us quite well.”

Applications will be accepted through August 28. 
Through CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion 
for vital financial assistance to producers of  agricul-
tural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-
or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face 
additional significant marketing costs as a result of  
lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions 
to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing of  
commodities.

“We also want to remind producers that the pro-
gram is structured to ensure the availability of  fund-
ing for all eligible producers who apply,” Woodhouse 
said.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent 
of  their maximum total payment upon approval of  the 
application. The remaining portion of  the payment, 
not to exceed the payment limit, will be paid at a later 
date nationwide, as funds remain available. 

Chatham producers of  all eligible commodities 
will apply through the Chatham County FSA. Docu-
mentation to support the producer’s application and 
certification may be requested after the application is 
filed. FSA has streamlined the sign-up process to not 
require an acreage report at the time of  application 
and a USDA farm number may not be immediately 
needed.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by 
phone appointment only. While program delivery staff 
will continue to come into the office, they will be work-
ing with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing 
to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center 
agency are required to call their Service Center to 
schedule a phone appointment. More information can 
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Producers can download the CFAP application and 
other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on 
that webpage, producers can find a payment calcula-
tor to help identify sales and inventory records needed 
to apply and calculate potential payments. Producers 
in search of  one-on-one support with the CFAP appli-
cation process should call the Chatham County FSA 
Office at (919) 542-2244, Ext. 2.

Carolina Tiger Rescue welcomes 1-year-
old coatimundi, Daisy 

PITTSBORO — Carolina Tiger Rescue announced 
the arrival of  its latest rescue, Daisy Coatimundi.

Daisy arrived on May 18, and is already adjusting 
to her new life at the GFAS-accredited sanctuary. She 
will spend four weeks in quarantine to receive nec-
essary vaccinations, allow keepers to observe behav-
ior and personality traits and ensure she’s healthy 
enough to be moved into her enclosure.

One-year-old Daisy was relinquished to Carolina Ti-
ger Rescue by a private owner who never intended to 
keep her as a pet. After being contacted by the owner, 
the sanctuary agreed to give Daisy the forever home 
she deserves. Keepers are working with her daily to 
help her feel comfortable in her new surroundings. 
She loves receiving enrichment, which includes hunt-
ing bugs, fruit, vegetables, and meat hidden in boxes 
to encourage foraging-like behavior. This mimics what 
coatimundis would do in the wild to search for food.

“We are happy to welcome Daisy to the sanctuary,” 
said Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director at Caroli-
na Tiger Rescue. “She is a special coatimundi who 
deserves to live in an environment where she can be 
happy, healthy, and wild.”

Coatimundis are small, diurnal (active during the 
day) mammals native to South America, Central 
America, Mexico and the southwestern United States. 
They belong to the same family as raccoons and 
kinkajous, and have ringed tails that they use to keep 
troops of  coatis together in tall vegetation. They are 
happy both in the trees and on the forest floor and play 
a significant role in their native ecosystems as both 
predator and prey to many different species.

Given their small size, many people think coatimun-
dis would make interesting or exotic pets. Unfortu-
nately, coatimundis are wild animals, no matter their 
surroundings. Lengthy claws and sharp teeth make it 
possible for them to inflict serious injury if  provoked, 
and adequate captive environments are difficult for 
the average person to maintain. For these reasons, 
Carolina Tiger Rescue believes that wild animals like 
Daisy should never be kept as pets. 

For more information about Daisy, please contact 
Louise Orr at (919) 219-2301 or louiseorr@carolinati-
gerrescue.org.

— CN+R staff reports
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